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Photog raphy and the new censorship 


By Suzanne Moore 


The photographer Robert 
Mapplethorpe set out 
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to shock. 

But tittle could he have known 
though that a photograph tak- 
en twenty years ago of a three 
year old girl would, in today's 
climate, be seen as more con- 
troversial than explicit pho- 

to graphs of sado- masochistic 
sex 

The picture, entitled Rosie, 
is of a little girl wearing- a 
dress but no underwear sitting 
on a pew. The decision of the 
Hayward Gallery not to show 
it was taken after advice from 
the police who explained that 
the climate surrounding images 
^children's has changed since 

The forthcoming exhibition 


Does it mean 
that none of 
us can see an 


image 
because a 
tiny minority 
may find it 
arousing? 


*> 



has already toured places as di- 
verse as Israel and New 
Zealand, so we might ask if this 
anxiety is peculiarly British . 
Predictably, the photograph 
has already been condemned as 
“utterly horrific “ and as “child 
■ pornography" by Esther 
Rantzen, though when exactly 
Ms. Rantzen saw this particu- 
lar image is difficult to ascer- 
tain, One can't help wondering 
if this photo had been taken by 
anyone other than Map- 
plethorpe whether it would', 
have been withdrawn. Unusu- 
ally for a Mapplethorpe work 
the obscenity here is largely in 
the eye of the beholder. 

While much of Mapplethor- 
pe's oeuvre is notorious for the 
debates it has fiielied about 
artistic freedom and censorship, 
charges of obscenity have tend- 
ed to focus on more obviously 
disturbing works such as those 
of a mutilated male genitalia. 
Indeed the Hayward wffl exhibit 
many of “the X port folio" sex 



EU orders: 


Don’t work 


long hours 


EXCLUSIVE 


SARAH HEIM 

Brussels 


New European rules which 
would force the Government to 
accept a maximum 48-hour 
week for workers who tradi- 
tionally work longer hours are 


ie Eu- 


Body of work: An example of the pieces that the controversial photographer, Robert Mapplethorpe, will be exhibiting at 
the Hayward Gallery In London from next Thursday Copyright The Estate of Robert Mapplethorpe 


photographs which prompted 
Senator Jesse 7 


j tor Jesse Helm’s wife to ex- 
claim “Lord have mercy Jesse. 
I’m not believing this..." as 


well as a full-scale obscenity tri- 
al. The trial resulted in un- 
derstandable paranoia in every 
American museum and landing 
body. Are we becoming simi- 
larly paranoid 1 ’ Would the po- 
lice have been invited to view 
this exhibition if it were being 
staged at a privately owned 
gallery like Saatchi’s? 

While there is undoubtedly 


huge gulf i 
uage of arte 


between Che lan- 
guage of art criticism and com- 
mon-sense notions of decency, 
the current sensitivity about im- 
ages of children produces the 
bizarre situation in which there 
is no such thing as an innocent 
image of a child, where a graph- 
ic portrayal of “feting’ is seen 
as less problematic. 

We may be- more aware of 


paedophilia than we were in 
1976. But does that mean that 
none of us can see an image be- 
cause a tiny minority may find 
it arousing? Such a funda- 
mentalist argument would 
eventually eliminate the Hi t ma n 
body and its dangerous desires 
from art altogether, something 
that Mapplethorpe fought 
against all his life. 


Is scouring images of three 
year olds for evidence of sexu- 
ality, theirs or ours, a good way 
to maintain public innocence? 
I doubt it somehow but then 
Mapplethorpe's friends al- 
ways did describe him as “a fall- 
en angel". 

"Mapplethorpe "is at the Hay- 
ward Gallery in London from 19 
September until 17 November 


proposals prepared 1 
ropean Commission. 

The rules, which extend an 
existing European directive, 
would cause widespread up- 
heaval in the National Health 
Service, provoking a revolu- 
tion in the training of doctors. 
They would also have far-reach- 
ing repercussions for the trans- 
port and fishing industries. 

The Commission plans, con- 
tained in a confidential White 
Paper. couJd be tabled as early 
as next month, cansing new 
ferment in the Tbty party. The 
woposals are likely to force 
lohn Major into further head- 
on clashes with his European 
partners, at a special Euro- 
pean mini-summit to be held in 
-October, -ahead of tile Conser- 
vative Party conference. 

Britain has already launched 
a legal challenge to the Euro- 
pean Union’s existing 48 hour 
working week directive, arguing 
the rules breach the spirit of 
Britain's social chapter opt- 
out The judges are expected to 
rule on the case next month. 

When the original directive 
was drawn up a number of po- 
litically sensitive workers were 
exempted from the first tranche 
of the legislation. If. as widely 
expected, the Luxembourg 


court rejects Britain's attempt 
tive,tne 


to quash the first directive, i 
Commission intends to table its 


QIKKIA 


Ecstasy v Prozac 

There is “no logical reason" why 
the anti-depressant Prozac is le- 
gal yet the rave drug ecstasy is 
Illegal, said Steven Rose, one of 
Britain's most eminent brain sci- 
entists, yesterday. 


Beef battle failure 

The Government's campaign to 


block European Union business 
. in .order, to lift the ban on 
British beef exports was a fail- 
ure, the Prime Minister has ef- 
fectively admitted. Page 2 


Sir knows best 

Heads know best and governors 

should overturn their decisions 
over exclusions only in excep- 
tional circumstances, head- 
teachers’ leaders said. Page 2 


Rosy future 

The Prime Minister, John Ma- 
jor, has privately told party 
workers that the prize awaiting 
the winner of the next general 
election will be the best eco- 
nomic prospects since the First 
World Mr. 8 
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Padania: new European country, 
or just an excuse for a party? 


By Andrew Qumbel 


You are all invited to join in three days 
of fun and celebration this weekend. 
The northern third of Italy - or rather, 
the Republic of Padania - is about to 
declare its independence. 

There will be speeches and political 
rallies featuring the separatists’ very 
own Boy Scouts in their green shirts, 
not to mention a solemn “baptism” in 
which a sacred phial will be filled with 
river water and carried to Ifedania’s self- 
proclaimed capital, Venice. 

You can obtain a Padanian identity 
card or some “Bank of the North" bank 
-notes. There will even be a ritual burn- 
ing of Italian, television licences. 

But above all there will be music and 
_jndcng, and, to cap it all, a giant beach 
party in Chioggia with lashings of 
spaghetti alls vongole. 

It will be a strange birth of a nation. 
For a start, Padania is not a nation ax 
all. It does not even have borders, let 
alone a separate political structure. The 
Psadanians are not an ethnic group, and 
there is certainly no grouodswell among 
the northern Italians in fervour of 
secession. 

The whole issue has been invented 
and inflated by the most relentlessly 
nonconformist of Italy’s political par- 
ties, the Northern League, and scorned 
by pretty much everyone else. What is 
going on? Is this an independence 
movement, or have the Marx Brothers 
come to town? . . 

The truth fe. two distinct padamas are 
being born this weekend. The first is 
pure folklore, a fictional creation mat 
owes more to Mr Bow’s outlandish 
sense of. humour than to political 

rC rJ m is the Padania whose main ex- 
ports are suits of medieval chamman. 
Souvenir cigarette butts decanted by the 
gravel-throated party leader hnnsejL 
Swap jokes at the expense of south- 
erners, and all those bogus banknotes. 



delivering less and less in return. This 
Padania acta European, feels European, 
and doesn’t see why it shouldn’t be part 
of Maastricht and the single currency 
from the word go. 

In a Europe of regions rather than 
nations, this Padania would be right up 
there at the top of the pile. If the sin- 
gle European currency is a success, it 


would be sorely tempted to introduce 
?Italv 


h even if the rest of Italy has to soldier 
on with the lira. 

Such sentiments sound like treason 
to the rest of the country. Italy's post- 
war order was founded on principles 
of unity and pluralism, principles that, 
in the late-1940s. banished the twin 
spectres of Fascism and civil war and 
are generally considered the corner- 
stone of the country’s democratic 
health. 

The uncomfortable truth for Italy is 
that the new Europe will force a rethink 
of such received ideas sooner or later. 
If northern businesses and banks are 
happy to work with the Euro as a par- 
lel ci 


allel currency, bow is the government 


going to stop them? 
Obvic 


Two Padanias are being born - the 
first is pure folklore, the second is the 
Italy that works and makes money 


Nobody is ever going to vpie for this 

Padania, but the point is Lbat it provokes 

reactions. 


ut it 


To northerners living in some fag- 


shrouded industrial suburb in the 
valley, it restores a sense of fun to a life 
of tedious, if affluent provincialism- lb 
southerners and the high authorities of 

. . ■ T> — ,L!. D. Ja-i. mail CM*m 


state in Rome, this Padania may seem 

“lie, but 


destabilising and irtesponsibl 


still they cannot stoj _ 

It is a media smash-hit 
The second Padania is far more se- 
rious, and the one that could have an 
effect on all our lives. It is the Italy that 
works, that makes money, that com- 
mands international respect, the Italy 
that is fed up to the back teeth with the 
inefficiencies of a central government 
that demands ever higher taxes while 


iously, it makes no sense fbr 
Padania to break away if the rest of Italy 
goes down the plughole, and the latent 
anti -southern hostility in the League’s 
rhetoric needs to be watched. 

But Mr Bossi’s message -while it is 
not always palatable - cannot be ig- 
nored. 

As an appeal for greater regonahsm, 
it applies to CataJoma aod Scotland just 
as much as it does to northern Italy. 
This weekend's jamboree on the Po is 
just the beginning. 

Leaden page 15 



new White Paper extending 
the 48 hour maximum week to 
the exempted workers. “You 
could say we will be going for 
a double-whammy,” said one 
Commission official yesterday. 

Senior Government officials 
say there is acute nervousness 
about the pending European 
Court judgment. The original 
working hours directive, agreed 
in 1993, set out rules to ensure 
the health and safety of work- 
ers including a maximum 48 



hours a week, minimum rest 
periods and a four week mini- 
mum 'annual paid holiday. 

During the negotiations, 
Britain and some other mem- 
ber states secured exemptions 
for workers in air, rail, road and 
sea transport. Fishermen, and 
those engaged in other work at 
sea were also exempted, as 
were “doctors in training". 

However, the Commission al- 
ways pledged it would extend 
the rules to the exempted areas. 
It argues that it has a duty to 
propose legislation on working 
hours under Article 118a of the 
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Tfeaty of Rome, which requires 
that member states observe ba- 
sic health and safety standards, 
and make im pr ovements “in the 
working environment". Article 
118a was incorporated into the 
Treaty as part of the Single Eu- 
ropean Act of 1986, which was 
strongly supported by the 
British Government. 

Fbr John Major, however, the 
HU’S proposals on working 
hours have always been deemed 
a hindrance to competitive 
working practises. The Gov- 
ernment abstained in 1993 
when the fast rules were passed, 
pledging a court battle. Before 
the European judges the Gov- 
ernment has argued that work- 
ing hours are not a matter of 
health and safety, and accused 
the Commission of wrongly ap- 
plying Article 118a. However, 
even senior Government offi- 
cials recognise the European 
Court is likely to find that the 
number of boms spent at work 
is ahealth and safety issue. 

Britain has also argued that 
the working hours rules 
breached thesgirit of the social 
chapter opt-out, which Britain 
won at Maastricht. However, 
the working hours directive is 
nota part ol the social chapter. 

Should the court reject 
Britain's daim, Mr Major has 
pledged a major battle to re- 
write Article IlSa in the current 
fetor-governmental conference 
on EU reform. 

In the meantime, however, 
the government faces severe 
embarrassment If the court 
backs the Commission, the first 
directive would have to be im- 
plemented by 23 November. Af- 
ter that date, workers in Britain 
could sue the Government if it 
fails to comply. 
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Beef war a fiasco, PM admits 


JOHN RENIOUL 

Political Correspondent 

TTie Government's campaign 
this summer to block European 
Union business in order to lift 
the ban on British beef exports 
was a failure, the Prime Minis- 
ter admitted yesterday, by con- 
firming that the BSE cull of 
cattle was being reviewed. 

The cull was the basis of the 
deal struck at the Florence 
summit in June. In that deaf, 
other EU countries agreed to a 
stage-by-stage lifting of the ban, 
ana John Major agreed to eDd 
his policy of non-cooperation 
with EU institutions. Bui over 
the summer. Conservative MPs 
made it clear they would not 


support the Government in the 
Commons vote next month to 
authorise the extra cull of 
125,000 younger cattle. 

Mr Major was provided with 
a figleaf far his retreat by an Ox- 
ford University study published 
last month. 

This suggested that many 
more BSE-infected cows had 
been sold for food than previ- 
ously estimated. But it also pre- 
dicted that BSE, or “mad-cow 
disease” would dwindle almost 
to extinction by 2001. 

Mr Major also died new ev- 
idence that BSE could be 
passed from mother to calf as 
a reason for re-examining the 
cull - although previously An- 
gela Browning, the junior agri- 


culture minister, had implied 
that this might mean that more 
cows, rather than fewer, would 
have to be slaughtered. 

“So those are two new ma- 
terial facts," said Mr Major, on 
tour in the West Country. “We 
have to consider them. There is 
no pre-ordained outcome. 
What we are doing is consid- 
ering H and we wifi no doubt 
wish to consult with the imro- 
pean Union and then we will 
make a final decision." 


spokesman said yesterday: “We 
always knew that BSE was go- 
ing to disappear in five or six 
years. The reasoning behind a 
selective slaughter plan is to re- 
duce the incidence of the dis- 


ease and therefore give the 
consumer better protection.” 

A spokesman for Franz Fis- 
chler, the Agriculture Com- 
missioner, warned Britain to 
honour its commitment to the 
selective slaughter of high-risk 
narfle. “The selective-slaughter 
plan was an integral part of the 
Florence agreement 
“The step-by-step approach 
to the lifting of the ban was de- 
pendent on tire selective-slaugh- 
ter plan," he said 
The main opposition patties 
quickly seized on the Prime 
Minister’s embarrassment. 
Gavin Strang, Labour’s agri- 
culture spokesman, described 
the Florence deal as “lousy”. 
He said; “The Government lad 


120000 cattle. In return, they 
did not even bring back a 
timetable for the lifting of the 
beef-export ban, and nor did 
they bring our fanners any 
guarantees that any future 
agr eement would be reached on 
any of the steps towards the lift- 
ing of the ban." 

Paul’tyter, for the Liberal De- 
mocrats, welcomed moves to re- 
duce the cull: “Ministers are 
realising that there is no point 
in a mass-slaughter scheme if it 
neither speeds up the eradica- 
tion of BSE, nor opens the ex- 
port doors again." 

And Mr Major also came an- 
der fire from the internal op- 
position Redwood Party. John 


Redwood, the foraxa-HHytead- 
g rehip challeng er. said he hoped 
tbeGovemmeni would be able 
to negotiate a better deal - 
haling fewer cows, while lifting 

the export ban. 

“There is no point m kfllmg 
cows that we think should not 
be killed unless that action gets 
the beef ban lifted," he said on 
BBC Radio 4’s World, at One 
programme. “If there is no 
prospect of the ban being lift- 
ed, the best we can do is to look 
after our own farmers and do- 
mestic market and there is 
every reason for not killing all 
these cows unnecessarily. “We 
should kill that number which 
our own scientific advice and 
judgment says is correct'’ 
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Rare breeds: A Staffordshire ram takes to the streets in Mayfair, central London, to promote the publication of British Farm Animal Portraiture, a new 
book by Elspeth Moncrieff, and an accompanying exhibition at hie O'Shea Gallery Photograph: Herbie Knott 




governors: We know best 


JUDITH JUDD 

Education Editor 

Heads know best and governors 
should overturn their decisions 
over exclusions only in excep- 
tional circumstances, head 
teachers’ leaders said yesterday. 

Governors reacted angrily 
to the heads' announcement 
made in response to a dispute 
at Man ton Junior School in 
Nottinghamshire where gover- 
nors have twice overturned the 
head’s decision to exclude 10- 
year-oid Matthew Wilson for al- 
legedly disruptive behaviour. 

Yesterday parents who had 
withdrawn their children from 
the school agreed to send them 
bade as “a goodwill gesture" to 
persuade Gillian Shephard, the 
Secretary of State for Educa- 
tion, ro talk to them. They have 
been protesting at the one-to- 
one tuition provided for 
Matthew at a cost of £14,000 af- 
ter teachers threatened to strike 
if they had to teach him. 

Leaders of the National As- 
sociation of Head Teachers said 


the Government should tight- 
en die rules on exclusions to 
stop governors overruling heads 
unless they have failed to follow 
the correct procedures. They 
should not think their judge- 
ment was better than the heads'. 

David Hart, the association's 
general secretary, warned gov- 
ernors not to become emo- 
tional about cases. He said; 
“This is a ludicrous situation in 
which the governing body has 
managed to act in such a way 
that H has turned not only the 
teachers but the majority of the 
parents against it. 

“Anyone looking at the situ- 
ation co old have seen as plain 
as a pikestaff that spending 
£14.000 from the school budget 
would not be acceptable to 
parents because it is going to 
mean the loss of books and 
equipment or even of a 
teacher's job." 

Walter Ulrich of the Nation- 
al Association of Governors 
and Managers said that the 
heads’ proposals about gover- 
nors’ role in exclusions were 


“not what the law says and 
plainly not sensible. It is entirely 
the responsibility of the head to 
decide whether children should 
be permanently excluded. 
There then has to be a proper 
review by someone who is not 
as close to the affair.”. 

Heads also want appeal pan- 
els to be scrapped unless gov- 
ernors and the local authority 
disagree about an exclusion. 

In two recent decisions in 
Nottinghamshire and Hebbunu 
south Tyneside, independent 
appeal panels overruled gover- 
nors’ decisions to expel pupils. 

Heads want a package of 
measures included in the Gov- 
ernment’s bill on discipline 
which will be introduced into 
the Commons this autumn. 

■ Power to detain pupils after 
school whether their parents 
agree or not. 

■ Changes to allow pupils to be 
excluded for a longer period. 

■ Legislation to allow schools ■ 
to make home-school contracts 
a condition of entry. 

■ Removal of parental choice 


of schools for those whose chil- 
dren have been excluded from 
two or more schools. 

Mr Hart said: “The pendu- 
lum has swung too far in the di- 
rection of individual parental 
and pupil rights. It is tone that 
the interests of the law-abiding 
majority of parents, ptipOs and 
their teachers were given equal 
recognition.’’ 

Commenting on the Not- 
tinghamshire case, Mis Shep- 
hard told BBC Radio 4’s World 
At One that she had the power 
to intervene over an exclusion 
only if the governors had be- 
haved unlawfully “which they 
haven’t in this instance." Re- 
sponsibility rested with the lo- 
cal authority. 

But the National Union of 
Tbacbeis, whose members in- 
clude Manton Junior's head, 
asked her to re-examine her 
powers, -The Department for 
Eduction said no final decision 
6 ad been taken on the legisla- 
tion but it could require appeals 
panels to consider the interests 
of ail children, not just one. 


Lottery tickets 
give game away 


Power customers 
asked to tell tales 


JAMES CUSICK 

Crime does not pay, especially 
if villains have their alibis ruined 
by keeping their lottery tickets 
in tbeir trousers. 

In one of the lesser known 
spin-offs of Britain’s lottery 
mania, the coded information 
a lottery ticket bolds can help 
police pinpoint where and when 
the ticket was bought. The in- 
formation, where it contradicts 
a claimed alibi, has been used 
in c riminal courts and success- 
ful convictions have followed. 

Although the toftay is now an 
British institution with 
30 million computer terminal, as 
opposed to instant, tickets, sold 
every week, it would appear 
Britan’s criminal fraternity have 
been slow to see they could be 
carrying around instant whistle- 
blowers. Mike Foitingcr of the 
lottery's operators. CaraeloL 
said that his investigators helped 
| police with information from 
1 tickets found on suspects. 

Mr Pottinger described the 
assistance given to police fol- 


lowing a burglary. “Two suspects 
were found to have lottery tick- 
ets on them. From the tickets 
we knew when and where they 
were purchased. The police 
asked the owners of the house 
if they had bought tickets re- 
cently, and when and where. 
The police also asked the sus- 
pects, who claimed the tickets 
were theirs. The suspects were 
100 miles out in where the tick- 
ets the bought. It helped secure 
their conviction." 

Even Camclot's “Instants” 
game has built-in information 
that has assisted police in in- 
vestigations. When a seller 
takes delivery of a pack of In- 
stants cards, they have to be "ac- 
tivated". Mr Fottinger said that 
inactivated cards had been 
stolen, and that when the 
thieves tried to cash in the win- 
ners, terminals were able to 
trace where they being 
processed. “We found a pattern 
being made by the thieves, pre- 
dicted their next slop, and wait- 
ed. When they arrived the 
police arrested them." 


MICHAEL HARRISON and 
ADRIAN HOLLIDAY 

Britain's biggest regional elec- 
tricity company is asking its cus- 
tomers to give information on 
neighbours who have not paid 
their bills. 

Eastern Electricity, which 
has 3 million customers, is send- 
ing out letters to householders 
living next to customers who 
have moved away, asking for 
help “in providing any infor- 
mation you may have as to 
their current whereabouts". 

The letter asks whether they 
know their former neighbour's 
new address, telephone number 
and name of their employer. It 
also asks for details of the land- 
lord who owns the property or 
the estate agent who sold it. 

Eastern's tactics have pro- 
voked anger among consumer 
groups and raised questions 
over whether the company is m 
breach of data protection leg- 
islation. Malcolm Roberts, 
chairman of the Eastern Region 
Electricity Consumers Com- 


mittee, which covers an area 
from the Suffolk coast to north 
London, said; “I can’t think of 
another organisation that would 
indulge in this sort of behaviour. 
It is appalling." 

TTie Office of the Data Pro- 
tection Registrar said that East- 
ern may nave breached the 
1989 Electricity Act which pro- 
hibits electricity suppliers from 
disclosing customer information 
without customers’ consent, ex- 
cept in some restricted cases. 

An Eastern spokesman de- 
nied that it was in breach of any 
laws and said that its methods 
of tracing customers were m ac- 
cordance with codes of practice 
laid down by three credit agen- 
cies. Eastern had done it for 
decades, he said, and sent Out 
several thousand such letters a 
year. “We regard it as being in 
the interests of all our customers 
that debts are paid." 

British Gas, British Telecom 
and Mercury all said they would 
not approach neighbours in 
order to pursue customer 
accounts. 


after evidence that some operate only once or twice a week 
for tbe National Health Service, while spending three orfour 
half-days weekly in the private sector. - _ , 

The project, which win be in two NHS regions and wnl ?■ 
also look at physicians’ workloads, will be undertaken by 
John Yates, of the Health Services Management Cennreat . 
Birmingham University, who has produced specfahststiKfies- 
on doctors' work practices and waiting lists. Mr raters 
research shows 10-fold variations in how many NHS . 
oper atio ns surgeons cany, he told the NHS Trust Federation 
conference fn Bir mingham yesterday. NididasTimmins 

B oth the lory and Labour parties will breaK up after / 
the next election, Paddy Ashdown, the Liberal 
Democrat leader, predicts in an interview published . * 
tomorrow. Forecasting a “realignment" of British politics / 
despite an outright majority for Tbny Blair, Mr Ashdown : 
sees his party as poised to benefit - • •.* 

Both main parties contain “people who are diametrically 
opposed to each other and 1 see the next election jas the .. 
pomt at which there is a real opportunity for new 
formations in politics," Mr AshdoWtd&tfre Afew - 
Statesman magazine, suggesting that Europccould be the . 
trigg er issue. Speaking before his party’s conference in 
Brighton in 10 days’ tune, he sayst ^tweean articulate 
dearly enough what we stand for, if wehaye courage, .the 
party has a good chance of making real progress, of being 
tbe catalyst that brings aboutreafr'gnibenL" John Rmtotd 

ftases of mufti-drag resistant TB(MDR TB) could. rise 
w dramatically in the developed world because of poor 
treatment of the disease in the Third World, an expert 
warned yesterday. Professor Sir fohn Crofton, a consultant 
to the World Health Organisatioivwanied that many Indian 
(factors were failing to prescribe tuberculosis drugs 
correctly, increasing the chances of drug resistance. With 
travel to and from the sub-conlinent growing, more people 
would be exposed toMDR TB, he told the British 
p h^i rmar-f ji n c fl l Conference in Glasgow. Abont one-third of 
the world’s population is infected with TB, and deaths from 
the disease readied record heights in 1995. Liz Bunt 

Seventeen robe! couioBors were expelled from the 
OLabour Rtrty in the politically troubled borough of . 
Hackney , east London, lafl night The expulsions, believed to 
have been sanctioned by tbe party leadership, came hours 
before the rebels forced a vote on an alleged cover-up of child 
sex abase in -the borough. The rebels, who had resigned from 
Hackney’s official Labour group and formed Hackney Nejv 
Laboux Groop, have already forged political links with Liberal 
Demagc?£ and 3bry cotmciHors* They saidabuse claims . 
involving a care worker who died last year of an Aids-related 
illness were “the straw which broke the camel’s back”. 

Britain's powers to block television pornography 
Drecdved from the Continent are not affected by a ruling 
from the European Court of Justice, government officials 


judgment would open the flood-gates to X-rated satellite 
pornography channels were unfounded. A Department of 
National Heritage spokesman said: “This has no bearing on 
our existing powers. It does not affect our ability to use the 
powers that we already have to prevent people receiving 
these channels." The judgment, he added, was a technical 
one and would have no practical effect on the way Britain 
handled the issue. Marianne Macdonald 

A seaside resort is to colour code Its beach so that 
^wlost children and their parents can be reunited more 
quickly. Children will be issued with coloured bracelets to 
match the zone where their parents are sitting on the beach 
at Bournemouth, Dorset, which has a six-mile promenade. 
On one summer day this year, inspectors dealt with 50 lost 
children. David Jones, general manager of Bournemouth 
sea front, said yesterday tidal children paddling up and down 
could sometimes lose their bearings, but would be able to 
home in on the coloured signs. 

B ritish Gas, facing record numbers of complaints 
from customers, yesterday ventured into financial 
services, another industiy plagued with a poor public image, 
with the launch of a new credit card. The Goldfish card, 
jointly launched with American-owned HFC Bank, gives a 
£1 discount on gas bills for every £100 spent with the card, 
up to £75. But the card’s launch was condemned by Robin 
Simpson, acting director at the National Consumer Council; 
It looks like a gimmick to help British Gas hang on to its 
wealthier customers as the industry becomes more 
competitive," he said. Nic Cicutti 

Qpectacular coastal sand dunes in north Devon were 
wyeslerday de-listed as a National Nature Reserve by 
English Nature because of a disagreement with the owners. 
Lngtish Nature said cattle grazing was the most effective 
way of managing the 1,200 acres of Braunton Burrows, on 
the Tkw-Tbmdge estuary in north Devon. But the Christie 
estate, which has managed tbe area for hundreds of years, 
maintained that the introduction of cattle gr aying could be 
potentially devastating” The de-listing of the Burrows - 
vntn dunes up to 30m ltigh, 400 flowering plant species and 
50,000 visitors a year - was an unusual step, English Nature 
admitted. It remains a site of special scientific interest 

Dock star David Bowie released his latest single 
■^exclusively on the Internet yesterday. “Tfelling Lies" will 
not be sold in shops or heard on tbe radio, so fans will have 
to download for three versions of the song in compact-disc 
quality from his official Internet site. This is believed to be 
the first time a major artist has released a full song on the 

worldwide computer network. 
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The Dior 

glory is 

Galliano’s 


Plumber’s son set to take prestigious 
job, reports Tamsin Blanchard 





John Galliano, ihc 35-year-old 
Streatham plunder’s son, looks set to 
take over at one of the most historic, 
prestigious and wealthy couture 
houses in Paris, Christian Dior. 

Fashion industry insiders believe 
that Galliano, who spent much of the 
decade after leaving St Martin’s in 
1983 on the brink of financial disas- 
ter before being appointed to 
Givenchy, has been working an ap- 
prenticeship for the real task ahead 
as the designer at Dior. An an- 
nouncement is due between now 
and October's ready-to-wear shows 
in Paris . 

Both companies are owned by the 
French luxury goods conglomerate 
LVMH (Louis Vuittoa Moet Hen- 
nessy\ headed by the former prop- 
erty developer, Bernard Arnault. 

Last year LVMH turned over 
29.8tm francs (£3_8bn), putting it in 
France's top three companies. Ar- 
nault's collection of de luxe names 
also includes Christian Lacroix, Guer- 
Liin, Kenzo, Moet et Chandoo, Veuve 
Cliquot and Merrier champagne, 
Lotus Vuitton and Loewe leather 


& f 1 


fired jewellery. 

It is barely a year since Galliano 
joined Givenchy, where he has trans- 
formed the label from a supplier of 
prim, proper clothes to one that 
makes the sexiest Under his own 
ready-to-wear label, Galliano dresses 
actresses Elizabeth Hurley, Sharon 
Stone and Nicole Kidman. 

Since the announcement last July 
that Italian designer Gianfranco 
Ferre’s contract with Dior was not to 
be renewed, fashion's rumour milk 
have been working over- 
time. It seems that every 
. designer under the sun 
has been approached 
by LVMH. But now 
Paris has reopened after 
the August holidays and 
Galliano's name is on 
the lips of every fashion 
insider, although con- 
tracts are yet to be 

with the old: An exam^<of tte > maestro>s more outrd outputs *n pfforipg from , signed. ,• • . v 
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the spring-summer 1995 ready-to-wear collection 


Photograph: Dins' Moore" ' In 1994, Givenchy was John Galliano 


worth 400m francs, pin money com- 
pared with Dior. What is significant 
about Dior is its knack of trans- 
forming bottles of sweet-smelling 
water into mega dollars. Last year, 
Parfums Christian Dior turned over 
5-Sbn francs. Fashion sales were less 
than a quarter of those for fra- 
grances. But it is the fashion, and the 
publicity that surrounds the catwalk 
shows, that gives the perfumes, the 
tights, the sunglasses and the make- 
up a brand image, a sense of histo- 
ry, and a reason to buy them. 

Under Gianfranco Ferre, Dior has 
all but turned its back on its own in- 
valuable archives. The combination of 
the House of Dior and the mad ge- 
nius at John Galliano, is a potent one. 
In appointing Galliano, Ainaull, a can- 
ny businessman, will have in mind the 
transformation at Chanel since Karl 
Lagerfeld took over in 1983. There is 
no doubt he has been planning as 
much since buying Christian Dior, his 
first fashion company, m 1984. 

When Lagerfeld took over Chanel 
the name and the archives of Coco 
Chanel were there, reach' to be revi- 
talised and brought into the Eighties. 
Lagerfeld has put the Chanel stamp 
on everything, from Wellington boots 
to hair slides, selling at £99 each. And 
the company's latest perfume. Allure, 
looks set to be on many Christmas 
lists. According to a 1996 Min tel re- 
port, Chanel’s share in the female fra- 
grance market fori 995 was worth 
£35tn. Dior's share was not far be- 
hind at £26m. 

Galliano is no stranger to designer 
archives. He is an expert in fashion his- 
tory. At Dior, he would make use of 
one of the most famous 
names is the world, with 
its princess line, the 
cardigan jacket, the 
black, navy blue and 
white colour palette, the 
ropes of pearls and of 
course, - the grand ball 
gowns. 

As for Givenchy, the 
house will suffer as yet 
_ another Dew designer is 
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In with the new: Galliano bidding fair to outttor Dior with a chaste number from his 
autumn 1B96/97 collection Photograph: Sheridan Morley 


Claws bared in war over 
saving the Indian tiger 


STEPHEN GOODWIN 

Civil war broke out in the con- 
servation camp yesterday when 
the world's largest environ- 
mental charity, the World Wide 
Fund for Nature (WWF), was 
slated over hs efforts to protect 
the tiger. 

“WWF are fiddling while 
Rome bums," said Michael 
Day, founder and chairman of 
the Tiger Trust. Arraigning the 
Indian government along with 
WWF, Mr Day told a press con- 
ference in London that unless 
imme diate action was taken to 
stop poaching, the Indian tiger 
would be wiped out in five 

^WWF, whose international 
president is the Duke of Edin~ 
burgh, was even accused of not 
wanting to save the tiger be- 
cause a healthy population of 
the big cats would make it 
harder to alarm people mto 
making donations. 

Guy Marriott, a former 
fundraiser for WWF who snow 
a Tiger Thist employee, said sav- 

rh** doer would be “a mar- 



At bay: The Indian tiger is under threat Photograph: Ardea 


came oat in paperback six 
weeks ago. 

“This is not a responsible 
course of action for a commit- 
ted conservationist to take,” a 
WWF spokeswoman said. “The 
tiger remains in imminent dan- 
ger of extinction because of 
poaching but this kind of thing 
can only damage the conserva- 
tion effort." 

The latest estimate by the In- 
ternational Union for the Con- 


servation of Nature (EJCN), the 
world cons e r v ation body, put In- 
dia's tiger population at be- 
tween 2^00 and 3,750. Last year 
73 tigers were known to have 
been killed by poachers but ex- 
perts believe that the true fig- 
ure could be five times as many. 
Mr Day daimed500 tigers were 
slaughtered last year. *Tn spite 
of the vast amounts raised each 
yearly the WWF exploiting the 
plight of the species, nothing is 


the tigers from the poachers.” 

Mr Day. a former advertising 
executive who founded the 
Tiger Trust in 1992, said taggi n g 
tigers electronically and sup- 
plying more armed rangers 
would do more to stop the 
trade than trying to impiwe life 
for villagers so they would not 
be tempted to make money out 
of tigers. The Suffolk-based 
trust has an annual income of 
some £230,000, nearly all from 
donations. In each of the past 
two years it has put more than 
£40,000 into financing anti- 
poaching personnel to protect 
the Siberian tiger. 

Repudiating Mr Day's accu- 
sations, set out is a report en- 
titled The Big Cat Cover Up, 
WWF said it was spending 
'£?-2m on tiger-related conser- 
vation projects this year, in- 
cluding £241,000 in India. 

“There are no easy ways of 
solving the current poaching 
problems, just as there are no 
quick-fix solutions to stopping 
the illegal trade in arms and nar- 
cotics," it said. The fond has pul 
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This train inquiry is delayed ... 

because there are the wrong sort of people on the telephone line 

... ..mi mao callers there were using the ser- operators have to deal with all ' fore major improvements can 

CHRISTIAN WOUWAh vice dally and the number had the rail network’s 2^00 stations be made. 

Transport Corresponoem for r^mdon. and 55 mflfion fares, which are The national train-inquiry 


CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 

ftansport Correspondent «jita " T^uatiooal train-inquiry 

. injctMn with an answering message ad- not available on one consofi- system, which deals with 40 
The telephone syst to aSSone of dated computer system. million successful callers per 

for rail passengers £ ^«SerSisting lines. There £e 45 bureaux, nine year and an estinreted M mil- 

mess that about a thmoor The Independent- has re- of which are provided by a BR hon who do not get through, has 

callers never get rm a num £er of complaints subsidiary, RaUDrrect, and the been deteriorating for a long 

from readers bewildered by the rest by individtiai train opera- time as investment fededto 
thepriva&saconoftherafl^ oarti^trodiiction of the new tors. While BR has invested match growing demand .The 
work, a new nadon^mquny have often £L4mzn the Newcastle sjstem, CRUC £ tire rafl watc hdog , 

number is being ^ttoduccd sytf numbers without the 25 train operators wflJ have said complaints ate«tthetram- 

and is due ^ go^y uito Other com- to agree to invest significant inquiry bureaux doubled over 

elation on 19 October. The Strong we re riven wrong in- sumstoinqxorethe%stem.Ac- the past two years. As well as 
number, 0345 484950, has al- as orreratonf no cording to Jim Collins, manag- problems caused by reorgam- 

ready ‘'gone live" in many parte fo tarowl- ingdirectra of RaiHXrect, “the saiion and the histone lack of 

of Britain but is already unable fooge iftecause when train operators are too poor at capacity m the system, the rafl 
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to be withdrawn for London, and 55 mflfion feres, which are 
with an answering message ad- not available on one consofi- 
vising caflers to contact one.of dated computer system, 
four other existing lines. There are 45 bureaux, nine 

The Independent ■ has re- of which are provided byaBR 
ceived a number of complaints subsidiary, RaflDirect, and the 
from readers bewildered by the rest by individual train opera- 
partial introduction of the new tors. While BR has invested 
who have often £L4m in the Newcastle system. 
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When you’re hit by a nasty surprise, you need someone who'll turn things around 
quickly and simply. So, turn to Guardian Direct and not only will you enjoy a superb 
claims service— but you could save up to £50 on your car insurance too. 

Faster Claims Service 

• Quick, sympathetic action on claims 

• Free courtesy cars available 

• National network of Approved Repairers 

• Legal protection cover available 

Low Cost Premiums ^ 1 • ^ 

• Competitive quotes Jg/ ft t*CLj.3.XA 

• Easy payment option fliropf 

• Special RAC rates for Guardian Direct policy holders "" 77 ?.. ,! .1 - iFMWWl 

So, for low cost car insurance with excellent service. 
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The British Association for the Advance ment of Science: Dangers by depressan ^,^^ 

maggots 
praised 


Brave new 
world 
comes one 
step closer 


CHARLES ARTHUR 

Science Editor 


marinates the brain in thaL 
chemical. Your brain is not 
then working as normal." 
Prozac, a prescription drug, 


rhere is “no logical reason" why Prozac, a prescription drug, 
he antidepressant Prozac is has been implicated in unusu- 
egal yet the rave drug, ecstasy al behaviour. In one case in the 
is illegal, one of Britain’s most United States, a depressive who 
eminent brain scientists said had been taking Prozac ran 
yesterday. amok with a gun and killed a 

Professor Steven Rose number of his colleagues. The 

warned the conference in Birm ~ "" thp 



amok with a gun and killed a 

Professor Steven Rose number of his colleagues. The ^ ducelong^emi problems 

famed the conference in Birm- effects that ecstasy has on the Increasing prescription of powemi 8 s 

jgham that we are moving in- brain and body are poorly un- Brain drain, soeirosis are ' Z — 

•xorably to a world where there derstood, partly because it is not — 

vil] be a Ear wider range of phar- possible to carry out controlled | f ■ T.i { | 

naceutical drugs able to have trials because it is illegal. 
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Medicinal maggots are moving 
out of the hospital and into the 
wider community, where their 
use in medicine is set to grow. 
Already nurses are taking small 
pots full of the wriggling larvae 
on borne visits to patients ready 
to insert them into wounds 
which are slow to heaL Dr 
Martin Hall of the Natural His- 
tory Museum told the meeting. 

The larvae of the common 
greenbottle fly, Lucilia scricata, 
have a bacterium in their guts 
which secretes chemicals that 
trill other bacteria that infect 
wounds. Doctors have known 
for decades that they can eat 
dead tissue in wounds and sup- 
press infection, and their use is 
gradually increasing. But Dr 
Hall, a veterinary entomologist, 
believes they are under- 
exploited, especially m the 
Third World where they could 
help to make up for the lack of 
antibiotics and surgical facilities. 


naceutical drugs able to have trials because it is illegal, 
dl sorts of effects - many of Althe start of a three-day ses- 
hem only dimly understood - siott on brains, minds and con- 
>n the brain. sciousness. Professor Rose 

“We need to look more close- 
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y al the border between legal 
ind illegal drugs," he said, “The 
borderline is not absolute - it 
depends on society," said Pro- 
fessor Rose, a neuroscientist 
who is head of biology at the 
Open University. 

Particularly worrying was the 
widespread use in the United 
States of ritalin, an ampheta- 

1:Ipa rlv-iin nrkinh lC niWI 
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argued that “we are at a point 
in history where, probably for 
the first time, neuroscience is 
confronting public policy. But 
where do we look for the ex- 
planations to behaviour?" 

A growing number of scien- 
tists suggest that genes deter- 
mine brain function - leading 
to what Professor Rose calls 
“neurogenetics". He says this 


tales of ritalin, an ampheta- “neurogeneucs. . 

line-like drug which is now idea is misleading and leads peo- 

rescribed to roughly 10 per pie to believe that sj^h (fisor- 
snt of male American children ders as violence, alcohohsm, 
■ho are diagnosed as having compulsive shoppmgandhome- 
attention deficit syndrome” lessness cannot ta cared 1 so- 
ecause they misbehave. cial]y. Instead, {h^ seekto 

“That troubles me, yet it is ao- develop drugs as 
eptable," said Professor Rose, mgltet-vrea re niom g tomrds 

’ Yet, he said, heroin was legal that cvegone Lak^l^e drug 
n the 19th century, and Coca- soma to find tranquility. 
ffJcdtoSn cocaine. Instead, he said the smena 

‘ Susan Greenfield, of the Uni- needs theories 

zersity of Oxford, who is also a ecular biology -which ran dctw 

function, ses social interactio ns. we 
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together," said Professor Rose. 
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pBfny»«g are people who have Often survived 
the most appslliiw experiences, fleeing Irom wap, 
ethnic cleansing, torture op terror. 

Same arrive in our country niter having been 
forced to watch their relatives being murdered and 

thoir homes destroyed. 

They come to ns seeking a safe haven, 
ta asking lor asylum as refugees, they are 
exercising their legal rights, guaranteed by the 
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hen you take a drug - whether 
resefiption or otherwise - it 


escription or otherwise - n 

Bluebells hold hope 
for HIV remedy 

HTT 


luebells and daffodils contain 
roteins which could form the 
asis of new drugs for com- 
ating HIV, the virus which can 

a use Aids, researchers an- 
onneed at the British Assod- 

tion, writes Nicholas Schoon. 

The hope is Ihat these pro- 
sins. known as lectins, can be 
leveloped into compounds 
iftricb block a crucial phase m 
e lifecycle of the yinis-tt* 
at when it recognises and at- 
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Aft a result of the recent Asylum ft Immigration 

Act more of these vulnerable people are now 
destnme on the streets ol Britain with nowhere to 
live, no teed and no money. Whole families, including 
victims si torture, have been condemned to what 
the High Court, which fried in vain to protect them, 
celled "a life so destitute that no civilised nation 
can tolerate it". 

The situation is dire. There is literally oo 
^■muBteWiw in the United Kingdom available to 
these asylum seekers who have been barred from 
darning benefits, and have no money to pay rent. Yet 
many of these people urgently need help. 

Only last week, at our Day Centre, we had ® 

young man 
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diesits^tohm^ wnp 1 ®* power. Blocks virus 

Bs. This attachment to me nw«= 

why some tectms mmorc ef- 

entuaDy wipes oui me teetive than others. 
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ErSSS&Z SS» 2ESS I™ severest friaries. Another came te ns in 
raaSSSS^g -E3HSKESE despair. His kidney had been damaged by soldiers 

asset's: itph ■ „ tn 

JBSS1™ 5 based drogwose >-**» T||||ge vnlRerab | e pa0 ple have nowhereto 

go and ne-ene to tare te. They need onr protection 
and the Refugee Council is doing all it can to help. 

At aur Night Shelter, asylum seekers can fled 
shelter and feed. It will rest a* £20 per persoe 
per night to run. Sar Day Centre provides asylum 
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The lyrics of country song. 
Dr Hargreaves noted, often 
dwell cm several themes -heavy 
« ^nnimnnon. loss of 3 
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it when more country is TL ncm ^everal themes -hewy 
iyed on the radio, alcohol consumption, loss afa 


cbanct tn find frienas. m™«n« VfliHtiii of: 

we have been feeding fifty people a day, menriing I «-i i i _ | I 

children. Money Is so short that there have been | £15 □ W |_| U 
times when the feed has simply rim oot and we 
have had to turn i»nry people away. 

W8 want to make sure that this never happens 
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3 news ; ' ^tin post dispute is spumed 

Unions v the Labour Party; Frontbencher dismisses resolution at Blackpool a ^' a ^ “ „ npV hOUf 

TT Tf! wants a minimum ot P 1 — 


m 


JOJO MOYES and 
BARRIE CLEMENT 

In defiance of the Labour Par- 
ty and warnings from the Ton« 

of a million job losses, the TUC 

yesterday carried a motion 
backing a minimum wage or 
£426 an hour. 

Better news for Labour how- 

namf> fi ftm the CBI. which 



finis** 




fiSxewuldraise 100,000 re- 
dundancies, agreed to serve on 
the Low Pay Commission en- 
visaged by Tbny Blair, which 
would take evidence and advise 
the government on a minimum. 


TUC at its annum congress in 
Blackpool yesterday was dis- 
missed as “predictable by 
Labour’s employment 

spokesman, Ian McCartney. 

In order to lessen the em- 
barrassment to Mr Blair, the 
TUC also passed a resolution in 
support of a minimum rate of 

£4 as “reasonable”. A third de- 

daon means no figure womd be 

r ecomm ended by the TUC un- 
til after the election. 

There were appeals for urn 
ty and ealm during a heated de- 
bate as unions expressed their 

which supported the £4 figure, 
said that despite unprecedent- 
ed support among voters and 
businesses for a minimuni wage, 
the unions were embarking on 
a “dangerous" row. 

“They are nervous people 
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£420 and £430 an hour, ac- 
cused union leaders of “testing 

overwhelmingly earned John 
Monks, TUC general secre 


e***«ed that the TUC 

^ it is meant lo help. 
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rejects Blair 

_ : rtflAto* 


BARRIE CLEMENT 

Labour Editor 
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Desoite his cwn private mis- ; 
givings the leader of the postal 
workers yesterday brushed 

aside Tbny Blair s call for a bal- 
lot to end the dispute at the 
Royal Mail. 

Alan Johnson, general sec- 
retary of the Communication 
Workers’ Union, said lhat me 
conflict was “not a matter for 
the Labour Party". Rejemng to 
criticism by both Mr Blair and 
Ian Lang, President of the 
Board of Trade, Mr Johnson 
said: “Commenis by politicians 
come thick and fast. We re 
quite used to it We don i need 
anybody to teach us lessons on 

how to conduct our affaire. 

Mr Blair said yesterday he 
thought the package on offer 
from management was “rea- 
sonable” and mat it should be 
recommended in a ballot ot 
members. 

Mr Johnson look the same 
line as me Labour leader at a 
meeting of his executive on 
Tuesday and was once more 
overturned by bis colleagues. 
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By a majority of 14 to ^the 
union’s postal executive decid- 
ed to intensify action by; caibng 
employees out on Friday 20 
September and Monday jL 
September, thus spreading the 
disruption over the weekend. 

Mr Johnson is known to 
believe privately that a sece- 
rnent should be recommended. 

In public he represented the 
views of his executive. The - 
union is resisting the mtroduc-k* 
lion of “team-working .as part 
of a range of efficiency mea- 

SU |(Leadere of tbeRMT trans- 
port union predicted ’ yes 
votes in strike ballots among 
guards and catering staff at 
eight train operating companies 
to be announced today. The op- 
erators concerned are Angha; 
Cardiff: Gatwfc* Express: Inter- 
City West Coast: the Island 
Line: London, Tilbury and 
; Southend; South West Trams 
and Thames Trains. 

: Stoppages were ahead yes- 

i terday at ScotRail; North West 
i Regional Railways; Regional 
; Railways North East; and South 

Wales and me West. 
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Measure for measure: jeans get a custom-made code 




Ajav woman who has walked up 

and down the high street in 
search of a pair of jeans that 


or doesn't require an exava- 


Glenda Cooper reports on 
a new jeans-by-computer look 
for British women 



















Hold your breath: A teenager Ties In the obligatory pose for wriggling into a skintight pair of jeans 


attnp snunaiut. — 

wSi weicome the .latest mar- 
kc fing move by Levi Strau ss, me 
US jeans jnaiuxfoctiBrexs. 

tn what is thought to be the 
first project of its land in 
Europe, women can order cus- 
tomised denims, as Levi s pilot 
a “Personal Pair" scheme in 
their flagship store m Regent 
Street, London, and m 

Sheffield. Shoppers will be able 

to walk into the stores and be 
measured for a pair of person- 
ally tailored jeans. 

This is not a venture into the 
world of haute couture for 
Levi's, but rather a marketing 
concept known as “mass cus- 
tomisation'’. Under the scheme, 
a woman's measurements, 
name and address are fed into 

a computer. Customers then try 

on jeans from Levi's poolof 
more than 300 prototypes. The 
measu rements are then amend- 
ed to ensure a perfect fit. 

The process should take 

around 20 minutes. The cus- 

Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid tomer's details are sent to the 


Levi factory in Bejpu^hj^ 

computer-controlled tootepr©- 

SuSt the jeans, and sfrK* 
an individual barcode msrfe. 
The jeans are then sewn ana 
washed, identified by th*j»ds 

andshippedWthec^oKrt 

should take around 21 days. But 
there is a premium - the ^ 

jeans will cost £65 compared to 
£46 for a standard pair. 

If the scheme proves ^pop- 
ular here as it has in the unit- 
ed States and Canada, Levi s 
wDl conader offering the service 

across Europe, and extending it 

to include men. 

But the fashion sceptics are 
not enthusiastic. “If I was being 
unkind I would say it was agnn- 
nrick," said Eric Musgrwe, as- 
sociate publisher of ^ 
Magazine (formerly Fashion 

***-H^?was being kind I would 

say this was just an extreme ex- 


ample of giving good service to 
jeanswear customers." 

Mr Musgrove sees the 
scheme as part of a wider trend 
where jeans companies offer a 
range of fits and leg lengths, as 
well as cuts specifically for 
women; “In the last three or 

four years there has been much 

** 


greater awareness that you can’t 
get young women to buy men's 


baggy jeans, particularly as a 
much slimmer look has come 
into fashion. 

“Historically and socially 
jeans have come a long way. Gi- 
anni Versace now has a line 
called Jeans Couture, which is 
a contradiction in terms. Jeans 
are acceptable in virtually any 
social situation, and that is re- 
flected in the price. They can 
cost in excess of £45 to £50." 

. But he was unsure that the 
personal Pair scheme would 
catch on in a big way. “I think 
it is for women with odd body 
shapes," he said. 


Banks’ 


student 


i ^ T 1 1 i loans deal 
' ,s Bh collapses 



with every first c 


business return 


FRAN ABRAMS 

Education Correspondent 
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Government plans for a twin- 
track student loans scheme run 
partly by the banks have been 
abandoned, ministers an- 
nounced yesterday. 

\ The proposals, originally due 
* / to be implemented this October, 

had already been delayed for a 
year because of problems m 
arranging the deal. 

Now financial institutions 
will be invited to “buy” part of 
the existing debt and the ad- 
ministration of the existing 
loans scheme could be con- 
tracted out. Students will stiD be 

able to take out loans on exactly 

the same basis as before. 

Ministers had hoped that m 
future the banks would take on 
much of the cost of running stu- 
dent loans, but the banks were 
initially sceptical about the idea. 
Barclays, The Clydesdale Bank 
and National Home Loam did 
eventually bid for the contract, 
and had been expecting an an- 
nouncement at the end of Juty. 
Yesterday they said they were 
shocked and disappointed al the 
Government’s change, of heart. 

Last night some of jbosew- 
volved speculated that the 
banks might have been de- 
manding moreguarante^t^n 
wereonoffer.T^Govm^ent 
tried to set up a loans scb«®f 
involving the banks sevenyeMs 
ago. but on that occasion they 


since the scheme was launched 
in 1990. The Government 
aimed to transfer the financial 

• ** - — iLa HMkarrtiB tn Hhttf» TMT- 


ago, but on mai 

F ^^sSg'tfae announcement 
Gillian Shephard, Secretaryof 

State for Eduction and Er^ 


irtiment. said that £2bn in 
oiSstLding loans had built up 


vale sector, but it was hard to 
identify in advance how such 
changes could come about 
“We have concluded that m 
the immediate future our long- 
term goals can best be achieved 

through the sale of part of the 
OTi»dmg student debt and the 
strategic contracting cwtofthe 
administrative work of the Stu- 
dent Loans Company,” she said. 

The existing loans company 
is wholly owned by foe Gov- 
ernment and funded by the 
Treasury- The twin-track 
scheme would have given stu- 
dents the choice of a govern- 
ment loan or one on the same 
terms from a bank. 

night the loans compa- l 
ay’s chief executive, Colin 
Waixl, said the failure to strike 
a deal reflected the efficient 
with which it was able to do the 

^ “Our cost-effectiveness had 
to be matched, and obviously 
the banks haven’t been able to 
reach a deal with the Govern- 
ment. We take a positive feel- 
ing from that, and it is our 
intention to continue with our 
extensive programmes to in- 
crease that efficiency," he said. 

A spokesman for Barclays 
said the bank was ffisappomted 
by the decision. 

“We believe our proposals 
would havebrought benefits to 
students in terms of quicker 
: torn-round time on app 110 *" 
non, improved access through 
our 2,000 branches and faster 
availability of funds,” he said. 


“One who follows ci carrot 

may not he a donkey. 

But one who does not, 

is surely an ass 

E. Cantona. 
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COUN BROWN 

Chief Political Correspondent 

John Major has privately told 
party workers that the prize 
awaiting the winner of the next 
general election will be the 
best economic prospects since 
the First World War. 


did not want "woolly thinking 


to throw away the opportunity 
faring the Tories. His speech, 
filmed by a Saatchi and Saatchi 
team for use in the election 
campaign, showed the main 
Tory campaign attack against 
Labour, that the voters risk 
throwing it all away. This ig- 
nores evidence in the Indepen- 
dent that the rising public debt 
mil force the next government 
to consider tax increases. But 
Mr Major told the faithful at a 


hotel in Bristol that he wanted 
the next five yeare of Tory gov- 
ernment to concentrate for the 
first time on social policy, law 
and order and changes to edu- 
cation. He promised legisla- 
tion in November to introduce 
minimum sentences for sexual 
and violent crimes, burglary 
and drug dealing, which would 
be far more severe than those 
banded down over recent years. 

On education, he wanted a 


wider role for grant-maintained 
schools, selection, streamings ' 
the return of g rammar schools 
and single-sex schools- "I would 
love to see in the next five years 
legislation dominated from the 
famity view towards, not the bu- 
reaucratic view downwards,” 
Britain was enjoying low in- 
flation, low interest rates, and 
stable growth, “Hat is the mes- 
sage I would like to get over on 
every doorstep, God help me - 


I don't wish that to be thrown 
away.” The next election would 
be a watershed like 1979, when 
the Tories came to power. The 
1983 , 1987 and 1992 elections 
were not watersheds. “It is true 
m 1997. Although I must not 
give you the date of the election, 
do not go on holiday in the 
Spring," Mr Major said. 

“It is true next time for this 
reason - the party that wins the 
endorsement of die British na- 


tion at the next general election 
will inherit the best and most se- 
cure economic prospects of any 
incoming government for the 

past 70 yearn. That is the prize.” 

Mr Major said Labour pre- 
sented themselves as “born- 
again moderates”. But he 
attacked the Social Chapter 
which Labour would sign for 
threatening jobs, and Scottish 
devolution, which would break 
up the UK. “The opportunity 


for this country if bujW on 

what has been gamed ^ what 

been achieved in the las 17 
yeas, M d the 0^"*““““ 
that lie ahead in the next five. 

There was still the chance of 
winning back support lo the 


Tory flag which bad existed in 
tfuMjast, be said, and be pn> 
vatefy appealed for the support 
rfHpS^mii gettmt 
tiiemessage to “those people - 

whohaveastakemthiscoun- 

™who would lose rftiieffiTOs 
a change of direction. I do not 
say it tightly when I say there is 
more atstake ... than therehas 
been for many yep past That 
is the message we have to @3 out 
to the country with. • 


On the stump: Labour targets West Midlands businesses and industry as the John and Norma show go calling on Avon 

jcb boss gpH Major sends autographs 

H*| flying Jikg confetti 


and men 
in suits 
join Blair 
fan club 


ANTHONY BEVINS 

Political Editor 

Leaving behind the back stab- 
bing rows at Blackpool's Trades 
Union Congress, Tony Blah- 
yesterday flew to the West Mid- 
lands to win the high praise of 
one of the country's biggest pri- 
vate industrialists. 

On a swift visit to industry 
and business in the region - tak- 
ing in boardroom, shop floor, 
business park, and a behind- 
counter sunt in a Coventry Mc- 
Donald’s - the Labour leader 
hit the ground running after the 
parry's stumbling performance 
with the union barons. 

As Mr Blair regurgitated the 
sound bite of the day for the 
umpteenth time -“Unions will 
make claims, employers will 
make claims; we govern for 
the whole country " - an aide 
commented: “We turn every cri- 
sis into an opportunity.” 

Having been presented by the 
Conservatives as a man at the 
mercy of the unions, Mr Blair 
used the day to display the fact 
that he was nobody's patsy. 

The opportunity to deliver 
that message was offered by Sir 
Anthony Bamford, chairman 
and managing director of JCB. 
Bounded by hxs father, JC Barn- 
ford, 50 years ago, the compa- 
ny now has sales of more than 
£700m Flying Mr Blair down. . 
from Blackpool in his company 






The human touch: Tony Blair serves up milkshakes in a Coventry McDonald's yesterday 


helicopter to his Staffordshire 
factory outside Uttcaeter, Sir 
Anthony endorsed the Labour 
leaden “He’s a very refreshing 
politician” 

But Sir Anthony, former pres- 
ident of the local Conservative 
Association in Burton, a Tory 
marginal seat, and adonor to the 
Conservative Party, went signif- 
icantly further. Asked whether 
he might one day make* con- 
tribution to the Labour obffeiir 
fie told The Independent “ftfeslir 
wait and see how they go on in 


government" Later, realising 
his mistake. Sir Anthony added, 
“Tf they are elected If." 

Mr Blair was quick to exploit 
JCB as an example of the en- 
terprise he wanted to encour- 
age: high investment, strong 
on training and a shop floor 
partnership between the union 
and- an enlightened manage- 
ment. “It’s how most trade 
unions do work," he said. 
.r~Q«f J the. shop floor, where 
escess of ffr an 
hour, the men in Wue overalls ap- 


peared enthusiastic. But some 
said they would wait and see. 

Mr Blair found greater 
warmth among an audience of 
businessmen at theripeniog of 
a new private business park in 
Coventry, where a number of 
men in suits told him they 
would be voting for. him. 

“Relations with business Jiave 
been completely transformed. 
We talk to' more business peo- 
ple than the Conservatives these 
days.” Mr Blair said. 

Hie tour ended with the hu- 


Pbotograph: Tom Pilston 

man touch. Having driven a JCB 
earth shifter off the production 
line in Staffordshire, Mr Blair, 
went Jo a McDonald’s, where he 
served milkshakes - without 
charge - to a couple of mothers. 

- It might not win the votes of 
those he meets, but it certain- 
ly wins much media coverage to 
sell the message of the day. “We 
are going to get beyond the i 
damaging battles of the past,” ' 
he told local BBC radip, “and 
offer a better, more just, more 
prosperous future." 


COUN BROWN 

Chief Political Correspondent 

John Major yesterday said that 
Labour’s lead in the opinion 
polls was “flaky". Standing on the 
dockside near Bristol he insist- 
ed the tide was turning against 
Tbny Blair’s New Labour Party. 

“A change of atmosphere 1 is 

becoming apparent everywhere, 

up and down the country. It is 
a while before it is reflected by 
the fashionable opinion form- 
ers,” he said. 

. If autograph hunters decided 
the ouloome, Mr Major would 
be home .and dry. fie handed 
out signatures like confetti at the 
Sovereign shopping mall in We- 
ston-Super-Mare, Avon, when 
he went on a walkabout with ttis 
wife, Nonna. 

The John and Norma show 
was delayed for nearly two 
hours while Mrs Major visited 
the printers in Home to get bold 
of the first copy of her latest 
book, a history of the Prime 
Minister’s country residence. 
Chequers, to give to the Queen 
at Balmoral at the weekend. 

But the shoppers waited pa- 
tiently to meet the Prime Min- 
ister, emphasising that Mr 
Major and his soap box remain 
the Tory secret weapon. Few of 
the autograph hunters in the 
Tory constituency held by Jer- 
ry Wiggin appeared to be com- 
mitted voters for the party. J 

One housewife said she was 
going to vote Liberal Democ- 
rat having voted Conservative 
all her life: “leant bring myself 
toyote Eatiour but voting. Lib- 
erafDefoticxat is the only wiy 
1 can protest" 



Mayor on walkabout yesterday Photograph: Christopher Jones 


The anecdotal evidence in 

some of the key marginals is that 
the Liberal Democrats may gain 
but they could be squeezed, 
helping the Tories, if enthusiasm 
grows for Mr Blair. Al the mo- 
ment there is little sign of that. 

John and Norma signed T- 
shirts for two men who said they 
were from a local alcohol and 
drug rehabilitation unit “I vot- 
ed for Maggie Thatcher in 1 979 
and I am going to vote for Mr 
Major. It’s always been that 
way,” one said. 

Emerging from the media 
scrum, Janet Lambard. a Green 
Party voter, said: “I don’t agree 
with anything he says but I still 
respect him as Prime Minister. 
1 would rather have him than 
Tbny Blair.” • 

Bill Gibson, 58, who runs a 
small gift shop on the front, said 
the Government had lost the 


support of the elderly who are 
a predominant force for the 
Tories in retirement resorts. 
“It’s Jack of action and lack of 
confidence,” he said. 

The demand for the Prime 
Minister's autograph raised the 
question why they wanted his 
signature if they were not going 
to vote Conservative? He is un- 
doubtedly popular pressing the 
flesh but there may also be a 
shrewd market demand for his 
signature while stocks last. 

Mr Major is learning trade 
craft before the camera crews and 
he refused to be interviewed 
squinting into the sunlight at a 
photo opportunity. There were 
rumours that he was suffering A 
from a hangover after partying v 
with local supporters. His aides 
insisted that he was given two 
painkillers for a different reason 
- he had a pain in the neck. 
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TV money tips 


DAVID LISTER 

Arts News Editor 

“Don’t waste hundreds of 
pounds on expensive carpel. 
Supply buy two small pieces - 
attach them to the bottom of 
your feet and gel that quality 
rarpet feel throughout your 
home." This is one of the “mon- 
ey saying tips” in the current 
television commercials for 
McDonald’s, the burger chain. 

“When out shopping, glue 
carpet tiles to the soles of your 
shoes. They make Salisbury's 
feel like your living room.” 
This is one of the “Top Tips" 
published by Me magazine, the 
cult comic, in 1987 and includ- 
ed in a compilation book in 
1994. 

Lawyers representing Viz are 
now studying the McDonald's 
campaign and have written to 
the burger company’s lawyers 
expressing their concern. 

In the McDonald's radio 
campaign listeners are coun- 
selled on how to “save money 
on expensive binoculars”. They 
are told “to stand closer to the 
thing you are looking at and 
then it will seem bigger". 

In Viz issue 36, published in 
May 1989 and then republished 
in a compilation paperback, 
was the following Top Tip: 
“Don't waste money buying ex- 
pensive binoculars. Simply 
stand closer to the object you 
wish to view." 

1\vo of the Viz dps which 


found echoes in the McDonald's 
campaign were next to each oth- 
er on the same page of the Viz 
issue of March of this year. 

One McDonald’s commercial 
is almost exactly the same as a 
Viz Top Tip, only using the 
phrase “second-hand shop” in- 
stead of “Oxfam". Kc's tip in 
March of this year was: “Save 
a fortune on your laundry bills. 
Give your dirty shirts to Oxfam. 
They will wash and iron them 

and you can then buy them back 

for Ofty pence." Tbc money sav- 
ing tip from McDonald's urges: 
“Save a fortune on laundty 
hills. Give your dirty shirts to a 
second-hand shop. They'll wash 
and iron them ana then you can 
buy them back for 5 Op.” 

Two other “money-saving 
tips" in the McDonald's cam- 
paign bear remarkable similar- 
ities lo the Wz Top Tips, leading 
some Viz readers to think the 
magazine has given McDonald's 
permission to use the tips. 

One Viz reader in Glouces- 
ter has written to Viz with a new 
Top Tip. He advises: “Geordie 
magazine editors, continue pay- 
ing your mortgage and buying 
expensive brain sets ... by sim- 
ply licensing the Top Tips 
concept to a multi-national 
burger corporation." 

Pit's publisher, John Brown 
of John Brown Publishing, said 
last night: “We’re actually get- 
ting quite a few complaints. 
Readers think we licensed the 
Tbp Tips to McDonald's and 


have accused us of selling out. | 
It's extremely surprising to have 
anything you publish used by 
somebody else virtually word tar 
word. Our lawyers are in touch 
with McDonald’s lawyers. Mc- 
Donald’s didn’t ask our per- 
mission or approach us at all." 

A spokeswoman for Mc- 
Donald’s said: “They are sug- 
gesting that we have perhaps 
taken the idea from Top Tips. 
Wc say we haven’t. Our cam- 
paign is called “Money Saving 
Tips." W: just took the concept 
of weird and wacky ideas. Our 
creative people went to a num- 
ber of books and publications 
to get the ideas. Hz was not one 
of them. Some of the ideas were 
just taken from jokes people had 
heard over the years." 
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Tale of chivalry 

tops BBC drama 

ukM&NNF MACDONALD success of the 
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£184m drama schedule for next ^ n “^^ inTndianCT tyear. 

year with | C ^JJ| P ^ tt 's And another costume drama, an 
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Lucas De ^auraanotfLn jgg*. which attracted audi- 
£6m adaptation °J ch ^ f ^nces of almost 15 million in its 
deningHfosetmdie^f evening dot last w. 

Richard l centring on baxon ^ ^ of 13 senes have 
and Norman enmity th recommissioned. ioclud- 

battle for the hand of Rowen^ Wainthmpp Investt- 

The six-part £ !££ Hamish Md&eth and | 

BBC’s flagship prod^? n f° Common As Muck. . 
the coming yearand Lee s Caleb, acting head of 

trayal of the B BCTV drama, said: are 

tide role, and Vicuna Smurf* 
as Rowena and Susan 
Rebecca complete the love 
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iR19 is vet another ciassi 
adaptation from the corpora- 
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vertisers. Fortunately we are 
answerable to our viewers and 
not to advertisers. 

“The BBCs unique funding 
enables us to take risks, build 
on potential success and offer 
uns urpassed range- .. 
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You’ll find the peaches next to the tuna. 


If you think shopping is a chore, 

imagine what it’s like when 

you’re blind. How could you 
tell the difference between 
a tin of peaches, or tuna, or 
even dog food? Small wonder 
that many blind and partially 
sighted people find shopping 
so difficult they avoid going 
alone. The Royal National 
Institute for the Blind (RNIB) 
believes loss of sight shouldn’t 
lead to a loss of independence. 


So RNIB trains supermarket 
staff to understand the needs 
of blind and partially sighted 
customers. We can also give 
advice on layout and lighting 
in supermarkets, as well 
as the design of packaging. 
Shopping may always be a 
chore, but it should never be a 
challenge. Ifyou know someone 
■who may need RNIB’s help, 
or wish to make a donation, 
please call us on 0345 023040. 


Royal National Institute for the Blind 

Charity RepKrarion Number 226227 
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Gold loses 


Banks’ wealth built 

on Holocaust loot 
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The glittering symbols _ of 
Switzerland’s wealth are piled 

in. the vaults of the capital's most 

imposing building, the neo- 
classical National Bank on 
Berne’s Bundesplatz. The gold 
ingots which underpin the 
world's hardest currency have 
until recently been a source ot 
national pride but now they are 
beginning to lose their lustre. 

It turns out that some of the 
gold is stained with the blood 
of Holocaust victims. The ! Swiss . 
parliament, pressed by the Ub 
and Britain, is to set up a com- 
mission of historians to inves- 
tigate what is left of the Nazi 
loot There is quite a lot, ac- 
cording to Gian Trepp, who has 
written a book on the Bank for 

International Settlements and 
its dealings with the Nazis. 

He said that the German Re- 
jehsbank sold SFl,700m of bul- 
lion to the Swiss National Bank- 
“It was only in Switzerland that 
the Germans could buy foreign 

currency.” . . . . 

Some of the gold was legal 
Reichsbank property but most 
was plundered from the occu- 
pied countries. After the war, 
When the Swiss strut* a deal 
with the Allies to hand over the 


loot, they came up with a tiny 
■estimate of their tilegal hoard. 
The Allies collected SF25Qm; 
the rest remains in Berne. 

“They [the Swiss] were per- 
fectly aware that it was stolen 
cold,” Mr T^PP said. Among 

material never returned was 5o 
tonnes of bullion from the Bel- 
gian central bank, large 
amounts from Italy and the 
Netherlands and a smaller 
□uantity bought from the Pruss- 
ian mint. The Prussian mgots 
contained gold from the teeth 
of Auschwitz inmates. 

The authorities, it seems, 

' have been ignorant for the past 

five decades of the source of 
■their banks’ wealth. “The es- 
tablishment - the politicians and 
the finance sector - warned t0 
know nothing," said Oskar 
Scbeiben, a journalist, whose pa- 
□cT Zurich's Wochenzeitung, 
has' been trying to expjose the 
banks' dealings. Historians dis- 
missed his disclosures and 

politicians declined the temp- 
tation to delve into themurky 
oasL Those seeking the gold 
were denounced as agitators. 

Even now, as US archives dis- 
gorge documents detailing 
Switzerland's wartime trade 
Berne remains silent, tne 
Swiss government has nothing 
to hide," said a spokesman. 
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ADRIAN BRIDGE 

Central Europe Correspondent 

Less than two months before a 
general election, Romanian 
parliamentarians have outraged 
human-rights activists by seek- 
ing to recnminalise homowxn- 
ality between consenting adults. 

An overwhelming majority of 
MPs in the lower house would 
like to see the reintroduction of 
legislation originally passed un- 
der the Communist dictator, 
Nicola e Ceausescu, by which ho- 
mosexuals could face up to five 
years in jaiL 

The London-based human 
rights group. Amnesty Interna- 
tional, condemned the pro- 
posed new law as “a backwards 
Sep" which, if ratified, would be 
“the woretsuch law in Europe . 

Other opponents say the law 
flies in the face of the Roman- 
ian government’s promise to 
bring its legislation on homo- 
sexuals into line with more ud- 
eral European norms following 

its accession to the Councfl of Eu- 
rope in 1993. “This is clearly an 
anti-European attitude that pays 
no respect to human rights." Cris- 
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SesciuMust give approval 


tian Radulescu, of the opposition 
Democratic Party, said. 

A combination of the ruling 
Social Democracy Party, na- 
tionalists and the opposition 
Peasant Party ensured an jt 
overwhelming victory for nan- 
statement of the law in a parlia- 
mentary vote on Tuesday. T he 
decision has to be approved by 
the Senate and President Ion 
Iliescu, which is unlikely to be 
completed before the elections 
in early November. 

Much of the pressure for 
the law has come from Roma- 
nia's Orthodox church, which 
condemns homosexuality as 
“the tyranny of selfish, barren 
passion". At its instigation, 
hundreds of thousands of 
Romanians have signed peti- 
tions calling for a return of 
the ban. 

Since the fall of the Berlin 
\tall, all other countries in the 
region have decriminalised ho- 
mosexuality. 
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How to Become an 
Import/Export Agent 

How would you like to run a * When 10 ask for tbe agency 
business where you earn money • How 10 make a watertight 
from goods you never have to agreement 
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you don't have to meet, and sell 
to someone else you also don’t 
have to meet - ami all this with- 
out ever having to put your own 
money at risk? 

A new guide shows how to set 


iou win linn me answers vu 

these questions and much, much 
more in How to Become a Suc- 
cessful Import/Export Agent - 
including actual agreements 
you can adapt, a comprehensive 
A new guide shows now to set list of useful names and 
yourself up as an import/export addresses as well as a detailed . 
agenu find your first agency and blueprint on how to set up your 
go on to expand and secure your new agency, 
share of the tremendous oppor- This manual really is all 

tunioes that exist in world trade to you need to start a small 

put buyers and sellers together. import/export agency fidm 

working entirely from home... home - no capital or pre- . 

part-time only, if you prefer. vious experience needed. 

The role of an import/export To order your copy of How to 
agent is that of a go-between. . . Become a Successful Import/ 
once you've made the intro- Export Agent send your name, 
duction between two parties, address and book title with pay- 
you get your commission on ment (cheque. Switch or 
everything sold, ■ Visa/Access with expiry date) 

Nearly all your business will of £1 5 which includes postage . 
be conducted by letier, fax or and handling to Cornell Ltd, 
telephone which, together Dept l£Al, Alresford,nt 
with your stationery, represent Colchester, Essex C07 8 AP, Of 
virtually all your expenses. But telephone their 24 hour order 


you have to know: 

• Whom to contact 

• lWierno find them 

• What to say 

• Why they should 
services 


use your 


vajiiucmct, esses ont, y* 
telephone their 24 hour order 
line on 01206 $25600 (quoting 
above Dept code). Allow up to . 
14 days for delivery. You may . 
return the book any time within 
three months for a re- g/-vgg‘ 
fund if not satisfied. =§§v?/^ 
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s life on the line as Caribbean counts toll of killer hurricane 



t h?r^Iii ne " ye ^Ilif ,d C ®?® andra Gomez to safety fe Puerto Rico as floods caused by Hurricane Hortense left at least eight people dead and thousands 
' hd ’ her father arKj three siblings were rescued after being cut off in a house for nine hours. Her mother was reported missing Photograph: AP 


international 

Fall of Afghan 
city could spell 
end for Kabul 


RAYMOND WHITAKER 

The balance of power in 
Afghanistan’s 18-year civil war 
may have tilled decisively fol- 

dayof Jalallated, the country's 
m»ip eastern town, to tbs rebel 
Taliban mDiiia- 

A Thliban commander told 
Af ghan Islamic Press, a news 
service based in Pakistan, that 
they had takes Jalallabad, cap- 
ital of Nangarhar province, and 
its airport from forces loyal to 
President Burhanuddin Rab- 
bani. The news service said this 
had been confirmed by its 
sources in Jalallabad. Earlier, a 
government spokesman admit- 
ted the airport had fallen and 
that fighting was raging in the 
town, 60 miles from Kabul. 

The seizure of Jalallabad by 
Tkliban, which controls nearly 
half Afghanistan, would tight- 
en the encirclement of Mr Rab- 
bani’s government. The next 
target is likely to be Sarobi, the 
mam town between Jalallabad 
and the capital It is a strong- 
hold of Guibuddin Hekmatyar, 
who besieged Kabul for more 
than a year before joining forces 

with Mr Rabbani after the Tal- 
iban's appearance on the scene. 

Jalallabad had escaped the 
devastation suffered by most of 
Afghanistan's towns by re- 
maining out of the fighting 
among the movements which 
drove out the Communist 
regime in 1992. A coalition of 


factions ruled the area, whose 

re L StIVe ^ aity a «racted 
refugees from other parts of 
Afghanistan. Kabul’s forces 
moved into the town to trv to 
head off the Taliban advance 
but apparently too late.The 
Taliban, which has besieged 
Kabul for the past vear has 
pledged to install a purist Is- 
lamic order throughout 
Afghanistan. 

Pakistan denies helping the 
Thtiban and says it has no 
favourites among the Afghan 
factions, most of whkh it helped 
during their war against Soviet 
occupation in the 1980s. Before 
the battle for the town began, 
an apparent peace mission end- 
ed in the death of the Nan- 
garhar governor. Engineer 
Mahmood, and six colleagues, 
shot dead while driving towards 
the Pakistan border. 

AXP said the group seemed 
to be heading for peace talks 
with Taliban leaders. There was 
no immediate information who 
was responsible. Mahmood, a 
commander of the neutral 
Hezb-i-Islami faction of Maul- 
vi Mohammad Younis Khalis, 
died hours after he had been ap- 


garhar. A Taliban source in the 
north-western Pakistani town of 
Peshawar, who did not want to 
be identified, said Mahmood 
bad been in contact wilb lheTU- 
iban and had wanted to band 
over Jalallabad peacefolly to the 
Islamic militia. 


B-52s on alert 
after Iraqis fire 
at US fighters 


O 


RUPERT CORNWELL 

- Washington 

The US last nrgbt seemed 
poised for further retaliation 
against Saddam Hussein, after 
Iraqi forces yesterday fired a 
ground-to-air missile at two 
US fighters in the northern no- 
fly zone, and an Iraqi jet and he- 
licopter both breached the 
“no-fly zone" in the south of the 
country. 

“We reserve the right to take 
action to protect our pilots," the 
White House spokesman, Mike 
McCurry said, while the Pen- 
tagon said that the US '"will take 
action" if its aircraft come un- 
der threat To underline the 
warning, B-52 bombers like 
those used in last week's cruise- 
missile strikes against Iraq have 
been moved closer, from their 
base on the Pacific island of 
Guam to Britain’s Indian 
Ocean base of Diego Garda. 
The US has also moved F-117 
stealth bombers to the region, 
the Defense Secretary. William 
Perry, told reporters. 

According to the Pentagon, 
the F-16swere attacked by a sin- 
gle Saviei-buiJt SAM-6 missDe. 
The missile missed its targets, 
but Iraqi radar was turned off 


so quickly that the US aircraft 
bad no time to return fire. But 
the 'language emanating from 
the White House yesterday 
seemed to leave-little doubt that 
the omission would soon be 
made good. 

The incident took place at 
mid-morning Iraqi time, 358am 
Washington time, midway be- 
tween Zakho and Mosul in the 
northern, Kurdish-inhabited 
lion of northern Iraq. An 
p military spokesman said 
Baghdad's forces had launched 
three separate attacks against 
“the criminal American enemy 
and those who are taking part 
with it." But the Pentagon de- 
tected only one missile fired. 

Further evidence that Wash- 
ington is preparing the ground 
for a new series of attacks 
against Iraqi targets are the 
highly publicised accusations 
from the State and Defense de- 
partments that President Sad- 
dam is now rebuilding various 
air-defence installations in the 
south that had been destroyed 
by the 44 cruise missiles 
launched in last week’s two 
strikes. New radar units had 
been brought in, officials say, 
implying that fresh action might 
be required to eliminate them. 


As the game of cat-and- 
mouse continued between 
Baghdad and ’Washington, so 
did assessment of the diplomatic 
and domestic political reper- 
cussions of the renewed chal- 
lenge from Iraq. Officially, the 
US insists that its earlier attacks 
have hamstrung the Iraqi leader 
m the south, where he poses the 
greatest strategic danger to 
Western interests. 

But complaints are growing 
that President Bill Clinton has. 
acted neither strongly enough 
not in the right area to counter 
President Saddam. Senior Re- 
publican spokesmen like Sena- 
tor John McCain of Arizona, a 
foreign-policy adviser of pre 
dental candidate Bob Dole, ar- 
gue that the US must inflict 
disproportionate damage on 
Iraq to deter further aggression 
ana shore up US credibility. 

And, Mr McCain and others 
claim. President Saddam's real 
power lies in his army and es- 
pecially the Republican Guard, 
not with his air farce and air de- 
fences. Thus far however Mr 
Dole has avoided direct criti- 
cism of Mr Clinton’s handling 
of the crisis, which has largely 
driven his own faltering cam- 
paign from the news headlines. 


Duma cleaners dish the dirt 


PHIL REEVES 

Moscow 

Politics has. always been dirty 
work, and nowhere more so 
than in Russia. But even the 
cleaners were appalled about 
just how filthy a business it has 
become behind the stately walls 
of the Duma, the nation’s par- 
liament. . 

So outraged were they by 
having to clean up on the morn- 
ing-after-the-night-before they 

fired off memos to their super- 
visors which paint a homrefog 
picture. Excerpts published by 
the newspaper Mosko\’shKom- 
somolets reveal that, while the 


Duma shapes the laws by day, 
by night it becomes the venue 
for sex and drinking sessions. 

Despite numerous security 
guards and metal detectors at 
the buildings giant doors, crime 
flourishes within. “Door knobs, 


telephones, mirrors - all dis- 
appear with horrible rapidity/’ 
said the paper- Lavaloiyrolldis- 
pensers have been stolen so of- 
ten they are not now replaced. 

One cleaner complained that 
she had been ordered to dear 
up faeces in a haH Sofas appear 
to be doomed - chunks of 
leather have been cut out of 


tbetn “as if someone was mak- 
ing a jacket”, the paper said. 

Accounts of brawls, gun-tot- 
ing parliamentarians and all- 
night boozing sessions have 
emerged before. But this time 
the problem appears not so 
much to be the 450 members of 
parifament as their KMWOorso 
assistants. They have swelled to 
such a number that the Moscow 
city authorities have com- 
plained that the public transport 
system can no longer cope. 

Nor, it seems, can the 
Duma’s cl eaners- Officials qnqt:- 
edyesterdsyqridbbledaboiittbe 
details of their allegations but 
few disputed they were true; 
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CHRONOMAT 

At a time when instruments unerringly cope with Mach 1 flight data, continued 
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CHRONOMATS draw time and space ever closer with aesthetic excellence as well 
as outstanding technical performance. 



GOLDSMITHS JjL WA L K E R & H A L L 


THE MARK OF A FINE JEWELLER 

BwsUBgg VWm BC CTmilc at i rir c tr d hranebea of flic GoIdnnMa Gronp, one of the axmtty'a lowBog qodfer RMajndknvU) ow 100 hi*fldto 

ABERDEEN • BRIGHTON • CAMBRIDGE • CANTERBURY • CHELMSFORD • DERBY • GLASGOW - LEAMINGTON SPA * LEEDS 
LEICESTER • LONDON • MAIDENHEAD • NEWCASTLE • OXFORD ■ READING • THURROCK • WIMBLEDON 
Vm details of your nearest stockist call FREE on 0800 220733 

INSTRUMENTS FOR PROFESSIONALS 








Job cuts pose 


autumn threat 
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TONY BARBER 

Europe Editor 


£*zysnmner is turning into tur- 
bulent autumn in Europe as 
trade unionists angered by 
national austerity policies and 
high unemployment prepare 
to take on their governments 
and employers. 

A storm of labour unrest is 
gathering ha R-ance, Germany, 
Italy and the smaller EU coun- 
tries. Depending on its duration 
and intensity, it could weigh 
heavily on the European 
Union's plan to launch the sin- 
gle currency, the euro, on 
schedule in January 1999. 

Last weekend 240,000 work- 
ers marched through six Ger- 
man cities in protest at the 
attempts of Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl's centre-right government 
to impose austerity measures 
and other reforms, such as 
making it easier for companies 
to sack employees. In France, 
the seven main civil service 
unions called last Tuesday for a 
day of protest and strikes m mid- 
October as a way of mobilising 
resistance to government 
spending cuts and job losses. 

The unions representing 
Italy’s 1 million metal workers 
plan to stage a strike on 27 Sep- 
tember to force compensation 
for falls in real wages. More in- 
dustrial unrest is possible as the 
centre-left government of Ro- 
mano Prodi, the Prime Minis- 
ter, prepares a 1997 budget 
that will aim to cut borrowing 
by 343 trillion lire (£13.7bn). 

One common factor linking 
France. Germany. Italy and 
most other EU slates is the de- 
termination of Lheir govern- 
ments to cut budget deficits so 
that they qualify for Emu under 
the Maastricht treaty terms. To 
be a founding-member of the 


single currency, a country must 
have a 1997 budget deficit of 
3 per cent or under of gross do- 
mestic product. 

Some leeway above 3 per cent 
will in all probability be per- 
mitted, because recession-in- 


join Emu. “Wfe had best take the 
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duced unemployment benefit 
payments ana sluggish tax rev- 
enues mean that most EU 
states arc well above the Maas- 
tricht target This leads to an- 
other common factor across 
Europe: relentlessly high un- 
employment ranging from 
more than 22 per cent in Spain 
to 12^ per cent in France and 


enthusiasm," he said. ■ 

The Kohl government's aus- 
terity drive has provoked such 
a strong response from trade 
unions that opposition Social 
Democrats have accused the 
Chancellor of threatening Ger- 
many’s much-admired post- 
1945 soda! consensus. Equally, 
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‘The Maastricht 
criteria could 
drive Europe 
into recession’ 


102 per cent in Germany. What 
is angering trade unionists and 
left-wing political parties in EU 
member-states is not the single 
currency prefect as such, but the 
fact that the Maastricht 
timetable is leading govern- 


ments to pursue deflationary 
policies, reduce benefits and al- 


polides, reduce benefits and al- 
low unemployment to stay high 
when then economies seem in 
need of a boost. 

John Edmonds, leader of 
the GMB union, told the Hades 
Union Congress in Blackpool 
on Tuesday: Taken alone and 
applied rigidly, [the Maastricht] 
criteria could drive Europe 
back into recession and force 
unemployment upward. 1 ' 

However, like other union 
leaders around Europe, he said 
he feared the consequences for 
his country's prosperity and in- 
ternational influence if it did not 


Chirac of France are throwing , 
back in his face the fact that he 
won election last year on a 
platform of reducing unem- 
ployment and healing France’s 
social fractures. 

However, both Mr Kohl and 
Mr Chirac are adamant that 
there is no going back, Mr 
Kohl, apart from being per- 
sonally committed to the euro 
and to a poetically united Eu- 
rope, argues that Germans have 
had an easy life for too long. 

Most Continental leaders ex- 
press horror at the idea of sac- 
rificing Europe’s so-called 
“social dimension" for what 
they portray as the US law of 
the economic jungle. 

Somewhat ironically, it has 
been left to some of Europe's 
leading industrialists, bankers 
and rightist politicians to state 
the case against a 1999 launch 
for the euro. 

Jacques San ter. the President 
of the European Commission, 
loses no opportunity to argue 
that monetary union, by mak- 
ing die single European market 
more efficient and productive, 
will ultimately be a job-cre- 
ator. However, that is small con- 
solation for Europe’s 18 million 
unemployed, and the manymfl- 
lions more in insecure jots who 
are increasingly associating 
their predicament with the Eu- 
rope-wide belt-tightening nec- 
essary to launch the euro. 
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Santer: argues Emu will 
create jobs in long term 
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ites, monetary wrongs and the saere 
text that leads to economic salvation 


ANDREW MARSHALL 


Before it is possible to get to 
grips with Europe’s problems 
over jobs, budgets and a single 
currency, the language has to be 
penetrated. 

Malting the grade for a sin- 
gle currency is like getting to 
heaven, and the whole process 
has a slightly religious sound to 
iL The key text is the Maastricht 
treaty. No one who is anyone 
calls it that any more, by the 
way, the cognoscenti tend to re- 
fer to it as the Trea t y on Euro- 
pean Union, or TEU for short. 

Maastricht (ays out the path 
to monetary salvation in ex- 
haustive (and largely incom- 
prehensible) detail It makes 
little sense because all sorts of 
bits are out of chronological 


order, and the whole thing has 
to be read before any of it 
makes sense (if then). But here, 
for what it is worth, is the deal: 

We are now in the Second 
Stage of Economic and Mone- 
tary Union (EMU), which is the 
bitin between not haringasm- 
gle currency and haring one. 
Soon, the EU hopes to enter foe 
Third Stage, which is monetary 
anion. That might be in 1999. 
It might be a while after that be- 
fore we all use the same notes 
and corns; that, properly speak- 
ing, is a single currency. 

But the only countries which 
can enter monetary union are 
those that have achieved Con- 
vergence. That means that they 
have attained roughly foe same 
level of economic performance 
as the top EU countries. 


Countries can tell whether they 
have achieved convergence by 
referring to the Convergence 
Criteria which are annexed to 
foe Maastricht treaty. These are 
targets for inflation, foe ex- 
change rate, budget deficits 
and national debt Meeting the 
convergence criteria means cut- 
ting back public spending, 
bringing down inflation and 
keeping the currency as solid as 
a rock. 

Critics of monetary union say 
that the process will involve too 
much deflation -reductions in 
government spending. They 
tb£nlc that foe Maastricht treaty 
is too much a central bankers' 
charter, and want other things 
taken into consideration. In 
particular, they want to see the 
EU take note of Real 


Convergence. That means 
looking at economic growth 
and unemployment. EU-liter- 
ate critics talk about the need 
for greater Cohesion (which 
means ensuring the EU sticks 
together, and doesn't exclude 
poorer nations from a single 
currency) and a Social Di- 
mension (which means keeping 
unemployment down). To 
boost these laudable ends, the 
. EU has already got the Social 
Fond (money) and the Cohe- 
sion Fund (more money). 

After monetary union, coun- 
tries such as Germany are just 
as keen to maintain pressure on 
wayward countries to keep their 
economic haloes bright They 
argue that it is very important 
to have Stability, which means 
keeping budget deficits low. 
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Kohl hits jobless 
in move to save 
monetary union 


4 
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ie ?acred 
alvation 


IMRE KARACS 
Bonn 

Tbe battle to save Europe's 
common currency moved to 
the floor of the German par- 
liament yesterday, as Chancel- 
lor Helmut Kohl rallied his 
troops for one final attack on the 
government’s bloated budget. 

Rising above ibe cacophony of 
tedding opposition MPs and the 
distant rumble of trade unionists 
protesting outside, Mr Kohl 
warned that Germany had to sub- 
mit itself to a painful cure, oth- 
erwise it would go out of 
business. “Dramatic changes in 
the world economy require 
change in an economy like Ger- 
many's,” he said in the Bundestag 
debate on the 1997 budget. 

Next year’s performance will 
qualify or disqualify European 
Union member states for mon- 
etary union. But whatever other 
member states can do lo mas- 
sage their budgets, without 
Germany the scheme would 
have to be postponed beyond 
the scheduled launch date of 
1999. 

After busting the Maastricht 
treaty criteria for two successive 
years, Germany’ s budget deficit 
for 1997 hovers perilously dose 
to the 3 per cent ceiling set by 
the treaty. In order to avert the 
calamity of accidentally scup- 
pering EMU, 



is not sufficient and therefore 
we need our 50-point austerity 
package," the Chancellor said. 

But independent economists, 
the opposition and the trade 
unions have accused the gov- 
ernment of ditching social con- 
cerns in a mad dash to meet the 
Maastricht criteria. The unions 
or ganis ed a wave of strikes 
early in the summer, and have 
pledged to carry the cause to the 
streets. At the weekend, a quar- 
ter of a million people marched 
in several German cities in 
protest against the programme. 

The opposition Social De- 
mocrats are also trying to whip 
up the public with claims that 
the government was out to 
make the rich richer at the ex- 
pense of the poor. “A govern- 
ment that wants to scrap wealth 
tax while postponing a rise m 

child benefit should be voted out 

of office," said Oskar La- 
fontaine, the Social Democ- 
rats' leader. • 

Mr Kohl's wafer-thm major- 
ity in the Bundestag will receive 
its severest test tomorrow, when 
the austerity package comes 
back from the opposition-dom- 
inated upper house, the Bun- 
desrat Several key elements 


Hie public seemed resigned 
to a bout of austerity. “A large 
majority of our fellow a teens 
have recognised that changes 
arc needed in order to secure 
the future," Mr Kohl said. cit- 
ing a survey showing that 64 per 
emt of Germans agree that pub- 
lic expenditure savings arc 
necessary. 

Assuming that the govern- 
ment gets its programme 
through parliament, it is still by 
no means certain that Ger- 
many will qualify for monetary 
union. Theo Waigel, the Fi- 
nance Minister, has been forced 

to admit that the slimmed- ^ 

down 1997 budget will have to debate yesterday 

be pruned a little more berause leader Oskai Uilontaine du ring the dime 

of the soaring cost of Helmut Kohl (■<*) and the Social Pemocrars ■ 

unemployment. 


p«m. b Mr Kohl is trying 
lo push through parliament a 
par k ap e of cuts amounting to 

someE>M70bn (£31bn). desrat 5<w«uxw™gj« 

The proposed saving will hit 

pensions, sickness benefit and desret ^do^^WnMCfe 
job-creation programmes, ag- 
gravating the plight of the 4 mil- 
lion people already on the dole. 

Mr Kohl who had promised to 
halve the number of jobless by 
2000, insisted yesterday that 
be had not abandoned his fight 
against mass unemployment 
“This is unacceptable and re- 
mains central in our poliqr. 

But accelerating growth alone 


desrat ana now sm ,u, “ , rrr 
an absolute majority, which is 
by no means assured. 

But if the programme clears 
that hurdle, there is little the 

nnions or the opposition can do 

to thwart the Chancellor. Sec- 
tions are not due until 1998, 
and, despite the country^ *re 
economic plight Mr Kohl s 
coalition parties maintain a 
narrow lead in the polls. 
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Juppe 
tighten belts 

and raise spirits 


MARY OEJEVSKY 

Paris 
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French 
shake up 
defence 
industry 

MARYDEJEVSKY 

Paris 

The French government has an- 
nounced a complete reorgani- 
sation of its defence research 
and procurement operation, 
designed to make French 
defence industries commer- 
dalh competitive and farib- 
tatt co-operation within 
Europe. 

The restructuring of the 
Delegation Gdnfirale pour 
l'Annement (DGA) was de- 
scribed by its recently appoint- 
ed head, Jean-Yves Helmer, as 
the most far-reaching change 

sauce the DGA was formed. 

Mr Helmer, formerly head of 
nimxM-T'it men's car division, 


mausuy ro rrauw: - — 

tor, which has long been cos- 
seted from competition. 

He offered three main amis: 
to organise the defence indus- 
tries so that they could compete 
on efficiency and quality m the 
international market; to prepan: 
them to take their place m a 
European arms agency, which 
was announced as a French- 
German enterprise earlier this 

year but is expected to be joined 

soon by Italy and Britain; and 
to cut costs. 

The naval shipyards group. 
DCN, announced annual loss- 
es of 7bn francs for last year, far 

exceeding its annual turnover, 

and more than 6,000 jobs are to 
be lost this year. , 

Other traditional sectors ot 

the defence sector are facmg dil- 

faculties of a similar order.Yes- 
terday more than 10,000 
shipyard workers held a day of 
action to protest against 

Pl The change that the DGA is 
to undergo, as an institution, is 
akin to the “agency-isauon ot 
Britain's defence procurement. 
The complex structures set out 
yesterday by Mr Helmer, and his 
pledge that - for the tune be- 
iM at least - no jobs would be 
tost and that everyone wor long 
for the DGA would have a 
place in the new structure, 
indicated the governments con- 
cern not to aggravate relations 
with public sector workers but 
also suggested that the cultur- 
al change might be slow to 
take root. 
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Diane Zamora and David 
Graham were the stuff of 

Anierican dreams -■ the be^ Md 

brightest of the small-towm 
Texas where they grew up, 18- 
year-old sweethearts who had 
just entered two of the counfr/s 
most prestigious imbtaryacad- 
emies. As soon as they had grad- 
uated they would marry, they 
announced. They had even set 
the date: 13 August 2001. 

They will probably now 
spend that day in prison. 
Teenage love has turned into an 
Amencan nightmare of be- 
trayal. jealousy and violent 
death. The tale is so bizarre as 
to be scarcely believable. But if 
confessions they both have 
signed are true, Zamora and 
Graham face conviction for 

premeditated murder. 

Their victim, according to 
police, was Adrianne Jonrc. a 
16 -year-old schoolmate of Gra- 
ham and like him a member of 
the cross-country teanLLast 1 No- 
vember the two had a bnefflaig-. 

Exactly a month later die body 
of Ms Jones was found by alake 
at Grand Prairie, a suburb, ot 
Fort Worth. She had been beat- 


Rupert Cornwell reports on the dream Texas 
couple who are accused of a cold-blooded murder 

trvst With N 


en, and then shot twice with 
9mm pistol. 

In tight-knit and God-fearing 
suburban Tfe*as the crime was 
a sensation, but a complete 

mystery. Ayoung man at Mam- 

field, where Graham and .Jones 
were at high school, was briefly 
arrested, but released for lade 
of evidence. As the months 
went by police lost hope, until 
last week the answer emerged 
more than 1,000 miles away. 

Diane Zamora, now m her 
first term at the US Naval 
Academy in Annapolis, Mary- 
land, took part in a tefl-all ses- 
sion with her two room-mates, 
discussing the worst thing each 
had ever done. In her case, it 
gradually emerged, the answer 
was that she and her boyfriend 

had committed murder. 

At first disbelieving, the 
room-mates none the less re- 
ported the episode to the An- 
napolis authorities- Steely 
less puzzledTOie Academy m- 


(XjnHMKc&iCiLUb* uwj' _ 

police recovered the gun at 
Graham’sparents’ home. _ 
With the evidence seemmg- 

fonned police departments 

JSSt^Uceobfamedby 

a Dallas bmHM “ . SS^^o^ehadfea- 

^dern ^ that sofled the uaners. He 


around run ttujlu*. 
solved killing at Grand Prame 
seemed to fit- Initially Zamora 
maintaine d she had made her 
story up, “to gain sympathy 
and attention”, and m the ab- 
sent of arocfcisire evidence she 

was sent home to Tfexas. 

Then the police interrogated 



tamea me iuuu».i ***—■'- — 
but after he failed a he detect 
tor test, he confessed. He now 
awaits extradition from Loi- 

0 radotoTferas.Hisgu^iMidis 

in tail, in lieu of a $250,000 
(£165,000) bond. And their 
crime, it is clear, is not one of 



ted revenge. - . . . 

According to GrancLPrairie 
poUce, a remorsefuU gndt- ■ 
stricken Graham quickly told 


fctionship. And, zamora * 

to have insisted, the only way to 
expunge it was to re move every 

trace of it, “if you want to solve 
this problem, we have to make 

sure she doesn't eosT. 

And so tbey devised ttao 

plan. On the night of 3 De- 
cember 1995, Graham arranged 
to meet Ms Jones and came to 
collect her at her home m a 
pick-up truck, in which his gin- 
friend was hiding* They drove 
to the deserted lake where ffie 
trillin g would take place. Tue 

oririnal scheme was to sink Ms 
Jones’ body in the lake. 

But when Zamora climbeu 
down from the back of the 
truck and attacked bfrwitha 
barbell, Ms Jones escaped. Gra- 
ham then pulled trot a9ram ps- 


tured in the local papers. He 

was, in the words oi his lawyer 

Dan CogdeU, a “stmght-A, 
mdc-of-the-littec lad, who had 
never done anything wrong m 
his life". The reputation ot 
Zamora, who appears to nave 
been the driving force behind 
the crime , was scarcely less. 

Graham’s lawyer now says ms 

dient did not pull the trigger, 

and that his confession was co- 
erced. Such are the manoeu- 
vring in murder cases, 

es p^ially in Tfexas which seeks 
thedeafii penalty more fre- 
quently than any state. But 
they wffl impinge upon the 
question at the heartof the case. 
How, for one fleeting indiscre- 
tion, could oae life have been 

taken, and two others, so 
promising, been ruined? 


naval pamn 

Israeli prisoners in - 

^^Cypri^ r handling forged buJs. clippers and 
car on charges , h TXf eQ 's handcuSs before 

^HetoldAnAbish^D^^^^dan 
rniiatinn Commission lha ^ uisho, capital 


, biggest of some 8° ^^ a 

I thet^^Sfat^ the^Cte^ uncovered, 

possible Soviet takeover ot^is^V ■ Stynan 
^acbe, buried under ab^^ ore ^an 100 firemms 
mountains, mcluded l^^ 1 The existence of the 
and 30,000 rounds ofmnmuniti the American 

secret depots was whShanded the Austtian 

ambassador, apologised for for the 

. - , ,. rr . -- r ; n has been found guflty, 
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The Usual Suspects. 
Rckit out inWoolworths. 
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people who treat you like an 
individual. Interested? 
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Call 0800 333 800 K 


for a motor or 
home quote. 
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Phone for a free quote weekdays 8am -8pm, Saturday 9am- 2pm. Motor Insurance not available In Northern Ireland. 
We regret that we cannot quote for rented unfurnished accommodation. 
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Bossi’s Padania fails the tests of nationhood^ 

cessful in the long term. As Bosnia freedom of cultural expression. Once 

— ... i > Irvine to keep a COun y *»nnHs have been satisfied 


S raTher *5?® a Euro P e oi 16 California, or Florida, it would be a 
heina 15 2? tes i the 16 th very different story. 

?? Rc P uWlc of Padania, Devolved self-determination should 

iormerly Northern Italy? Who cares if be preferred, so long as people really 
toe jwmraer trip to Umbria crosses four want it and it does not threaten stabil- 
.borders rather than three? hy. So if the Italian citizens would gen- 

Umberto Bossl. leader of the North- uinely be happier apart, they should 
-em League, has unilaterally decided to have it that way. The trouble is this 
proclaim northern Italy independent, happy scenario of two friendly bits of 

With a rival parliament, rallies and Italy. Bossi’s Northern League, and the 

demonstrations, spoof banknotes, and trouble it is stirring up, could be a prob- 
even his own green-sbirted militia, Mr Jem for Europe as well as for Italy, if 
Bossi is clearly having fun. And in prin- its cause is not swiftly diffused, 
ciple there is nothing wrong with the So does Padania pass the stability 
Padania he envisages; an independent test? It does not look as if separate 
Northern Italy within Europe. After all, 
there is. no point in being precious about 
existing West European borders; most 
of them have not been in place forvery 
long. On the eastern end of the conti- 
nent, the' Czech and Slovak republics 
are evidence that it is possible to chop 

im nlH mimlTlPC in a «ic_ 


JU uuu J. auama 

test? It does not look as if separate 
Itaiys would threaten the overall bal- 
ance of power in the region as a whole. 
Both countries would stay in Nato as 
well as in the EU. Nor could a new 
Padania be accused of the kind of 
expansionary ambitions that have 



long-running tensions with Austria over the creation 

the 8 plight of ethnic Germans, is no tension 


cessful in the long term. As Bosniahas 

testified, trying to keep 

to aether against its will cancreate : as 

mfny problems as it avoids. The ^ 

hard- working and prosperous, under 

standably repots the 

Italy. Despite decades of retribution, 

tte souSremains poor apd 

den. Southern Italy will have to _getite 

-asrSKKSS 

northern Italians 

leave their existing nation-state. Bossi 
during independence on the baaserf 
a free election in which he did not even 
receive a majority of the vote. H^ugb- 



Were there an uvwnuv^t, 

from the US (as some Hawaii ans now rights under an independent French" fascisti°tendencies. Bossi's demand for ’Secession ™idhavetobe 

*.\want) might appear to tilt the balance speaking govemmenthave fHwed a sig- rhetoric is aggressive, not least some accommodation , . 0 f 

%f power in the Pacific, but in fact nificant obstacle to Quebec's sccessmn wnrhetonc « ^ ^ ^ pl ^ g onthedemands of 

woSdcreate no serious problem. Nor from Canada. In Northern ttafy ^ere towards ££££ £s side. self-^etemmiation m the mmnrt 

would it threaten the United States fed- are few distinguishable mmonties. &en muc h Bossi who should stability and security m y 

eration. If Texas wanted to secede, or the South Tyrolean problem, cause of Butinsnoisu _ 


are tenuous. If Scotland voted .at ^ref- 
erendum to become independent from 
F^gl and and Wales by 50.1 to 49.9 
cent, even the most committed sepa- 
ratists would feel queaqr. Banautt 
even daim to have achieved that As 
such his behaviour plays irresponsibly 
with publicity-seeking fire- 

For all the speculation and noise 
about new states emerges J™* 
Greater Europe - Scotland, Belgium, 
Padania, Catalonia, the Bas J*®®??PS 
- the true popular demand for inde- 
pendence has actually been retiher 
muted. Each of these regions wants sub- 
stantial control over its own affairs, a 


3iaosi "-j — • 

it$ federalist structure, the Catalans are 
content for the time being to remain 
w jttrin the nation-state, and support for 
Basque separatism is declining. 

people should be released from the 
trap of a nationhood they do not mainly 
accept- But, for all the old tensions still 
latent around Europe, even its most dis- 
satisfied peoples would prefer gradual 

and limited devolution of autonomy to 
being suddenly and rudely tom asunder. 

Worse than 
country music? 

T he idea that country and western 
music raises the suicide rate, as 
the psychologists informed us 
yesterday, stretches belief- though it s 
hot so hard to accept that fast music 
makes us shop faster, or eat faster, 
because that’s why the owners of 
supermarkets and wine bars inflict it on 
us. The academics would, however, 
have done more to alleviate suffering 
if they had inquired into those infuri- 
ating tunes that tinkle at you down toe 

phone while you’re waiting to be trans- 
ferred. These could drive people to 
murder, never mind suicide. 


letters to the editor 


Minimum pay 
and the 
effect on jobs 

JirJohn Cridland of toe Confed- 
;ratkm of British Industry (“A 
alunt instrument that would fail to 
cure poverty”, 9 September) as- 
sumes that the only important rea- 
son for introducing a minimum 
wage is to alleviate poverty. He 
goes on to play down the link be- 
tween low pay and poverty, pro- 
mote theCBrs preferred option 
of extending in-work means-tested 
benefits and claim that a minimum 
Wage will cost jobs. He is wrong on 
*al] counts. 

We need a minimum wage to 
hocPfl n 


duce stall turnover anu uupv... 
centives and morale; to support 
ose whose bargaining , ppsiuon b 
; a k; to encourage social cohesion 
id, yes, to combat poverty. 

In recent years, changing 
jmographic and employment 
ends have increased toe number 
[wage-earning families that have 
Hen into poverty. As moreaDd 
■ on inj-rvme nelOV\ 


&Jdto^fac?Wgh mSgfo 31 

: rates if reliant on in-work 
•ans-tested benefits. 
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Churches failing 
on science front 

Sir I must confess to feeling rather 
smug on reading Andrew Brown s 
interesting article “Science, toe 
new religion?” (10 September), for 
1 have all the popular science 
writers he mentions - and more- 

^Wha? these writers provide is a 
world of intriguing fact, as in 
evolutionaiy biology, and 
challenging mystery, as m quantum 
science, which leaves dogmatic 
theology looking rather like fossils 

in a sterile world. 

If people are looking to science 
rather than the churches for 
ultimate answers, I feel the 
churches have largely themselves to 
blame; for while clerics seem at 
home endlessly bickering oyer the 
aftermath of the Reformation, they 
seem hardly to have noticed 
anything that comes after the 

Enlightenment. 

Ibis would seem to be borne out 
by reflection on toe three great 
intellectual systems which, 
according to Braudel s History' ot 
Civilization, have shaped our world. 
n,o euctpm nf Aristotle the 



>in ally, there is noreai emp - 
Jenceto suggest that minimum 
j^destroyjobs, toougbsome 

dies have stated that “fogh 

_ .j ah Aimi have EL 



y Pay Unit 
ley, 

1 Yorkshire 

The oolitidans and journalists 
L fe,a ^B^^nverishmer 


ssaasslsgS 
aswssiaSg 

Ssfcasssssi- 

labour market is also vital for 
Britain's future prospeng. so there 
k still much concern at the 
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Moment of truth 
for New Man 

Sir. 1 don’t know where Adrienne 
Rnrop-sseets her evidence about 
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res national pnoe- 
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Director-General 

Institute of Directors 

London SW 1 

Abortion choice 

zr aarfdened to see so many 

SSi.lias Signed th ^lener fro m 
Abortion Campaign 


my experience, New Man is 
transformed into an ambitious 

l workaholic just as soon as he 

discovers how frustrating, noisy 
and exhausting two or more 
children can be. , 

1 would gladly share nw “«wer 

in the homewithmy husband bid. 

! he prefers to exercise his 1 authority 
in toe workplace, where hehas 

more chance of being heard. 

CWEKELHY 
Ramsey, Hampshire 


of generosity tewards Palestinians 
from those many Jews who have 
never been slow (quite rightly) to 
vociferously demand reparations 
for their own losses and suffering. 

_ miintviUMI 


LOr Lilts 1 uwii ' 

Dr GHADAKARM1 
London NW 11 
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Let Palestinians 
share Nazi gold 

Sir 1 wonder if those Jewish victims 
of Nazism currently seeking toe** 

to reveal $ 7 bn Nazi gold [toefT, 10 
September) would consider sharing 
uiitb those other forgcmai wcoros 

of Nazism. I mean toe 700, ow 
Palestinians (and their many more 
descendants, ofwhcm I ® “«£*). 
who were dispossessed m 1948 to 

make wayforthe creation of a 
Jewish refuge inthrar country, and 
who consequently became, so to 

speak, the victims of thevictiips- 

Ifo compensation has ever been 
to toe Palestinians for the loss 


Etiquetteof 
fax machines 

Sir: I wonder, whether the new 
edition of Debrett will resolve a 
burning issue of toe day -whatis 
the correct procedure when a fax 
addressed to someone else comes 

through one’s fax machine, 

sometimes using up several sheets 

° f iSstas happened to me twice 
and on toe first occasion I faxed the 
sender. On the second occasion 1 
telephoned, and was left 
on for several minutes before being 
asked to destroy the fait 

On neither occasion did anyone 

s?aSBar,s£& 

future. 


Sex mix-up in 
Scottish waters 

Sir. Dr Geny Best of the Scottish 
Environmental Protection Agency 
is reported as befog ijwwjJ 1 ? 
feminised fish in Scotland (Sex- 
change waste found off beaches , 

found that 93 per 
cent of a population of shrimp-like 
copepods living near a sewage 
outlet in the Firth of Forth were 
intersex “hermaphrodite s -to t: 

highest frequency ever recorded 

for any crustacean population 

anywhere. Intersex in these 

creatures is normally extremely 
rare. Chemical pollution try 
hormone disrupters must be a 

major suspect in this Scottish 

sexual mix-up. 

RAY DAWKINS 

> - J 


Kent 
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AGNES SPIER 
Sheffield, 

South Yorkshire 
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.paid to toe Palestinians ior me 
oftheir land, property and 

livelihood. Perhaps in this era of 

I -peace" we can look to a new spirit 


Too much, Alix 

Sir Please, please, never agam 
print that grotesque picture rf Alix 
isharkey capenng m a 
(Section Two, 6 September). It has 
Sen meaU weekend to recover 

from the shock. 

MOLiy GILUGAN 
London W6 


Internet ban 
misguided 

Sir We believe toe recrat attest 
by the Metropolitan Police to ban _ 
certain news groups on the Internet 
iswholly misguided. Wfe disagree 
with censotriiip in principle, ana 

object to the attempt to ban all 
discussion of sexual matters just 

because there is some pornography. 

Internet news groups are a 
system of classification created by 
the voluntary co-operation of toe 

in them will amply flow mto other 


areas, where it will be read by 

people who do not want to see it. 

It is wrong to criminalise 

Internet service providers for 
carrying data that they rould not 
possibly be expected to inspect. 
Internet news groups carry about 
500 times as much information as 
the works of Shakespeare every 
day. We will be happy to discuss 
means of enforcing the lawthat do 
not involve criminalising toe 
innocent or censoring Lady 
Chattertey's Lover once agam. 
at ISTTERBULMAN 
and 132 other signatories ; 

Campaign Against Censorship on 
the Internet in Britain 
E-mail: cacib@ividon.co.uk 

Babies on trains 

Sin It doesnot surprise anybody 
nowadays that smokers are placed 

in a different carriage when 

travelling by train, why can _t we do 
the same with parents travelling 
with children? 

As someone who dislikes babies, 
«nnff tv»»» smell of nappies, the 


1 ; toe second system 
Descartes and Galileo toe Chinch 
sought either to suppress or rebuff 
with neo-scholasticism; while toe 

third system of Etosteta it has net 
even attempted to understand (toe 
new catechism of the Catholic 
Church accords two short 
paragraphs to science, while even 

angels get nine). 

It is understandable that most 

people now think toe Church and 
science have nothing fo common: 
what is more damning is that for 

many the Christian faith has 

become incomprehensible m the 
light of modem knowledge. 

FrDOMINIC KIRKHAM 
Corpus Christ: Priory, 

Manchester 

Radio 3 in safe 
hands after all 

Sir. Marianne Macdonald states 
(“Why we should all pay tokeep 

Radio 3 elite", 1 1 September) toat 
I believe Nicholas Kenyon to bea 
“Gerald Ratner of toe auwaves 
tS is presumably cm toe basis of a 

letterwhichIwroteinl99l, 

Slaying his first pobltased plans 
for Radio 3. 

aZSSSffiSfes? 

birthday this month. And so are toe 
pSms L Kenyon’s first season 

tbisS otanptantly 

SSSSSico*® 

Richmond, 

Surrey 


(Far 0171 


took to a new spirit 1 • ; 


As someone wno oisukc* 
crying, the smell of nappies, toe 
rhythmical banging of feel agamst 
seats and toe stupidity of grown - 
ups talking like silly babies, I had 
trips to Spain and Fr ^“ 
thKsummer. Please give them thcar 
own carriage, or throw them m with 
toe smokers: both are damaging to 
health. 

MIGUEL VARANA 
London NWS 

A nose for eyes 

Sir. When I see two lunatic eyes 
staring from a handbag, the fus* 

STEPHEN BUTTERWOKTH 
Slaptehurst,Keni 


Jingo-free Prom 

ssassss—t 

SSKSS5SS? 

B^Concert Orchestra-Tbe 
Sert concluded with Hpr’s 
® 1 r^r^unt-dance March j 



sS hear us shout. Tin 

” O Uei^SS“ f0r ??' e 

Jldn the omdaledjmjofflic 
version wesing at the Last Night of 

toe Proms. 

PAVID WILLIAMS 
Bromham, 

Bedfordshire 
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Sir Alastair 
Dunnettis 
one of the most 
senior figures 
of the post-war 
Scottish 
establishment. 
He was editor 
of "The 

Scotsman’ from 
1956-1972. A 
staunch 
devdutionist 

from the 1960s 

onwards, here 
he recants, 
dedaring for 
full-blown 
Scottish 
independence 
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*f, as seems likely, John 
Major will shortly set out 
on his pre-election pil- 
grimage into the English 

constituencies, he will no 
doubt dedare his loyalty to the 
United Kingdom, and the dis- 
asters that would follow if its 
concept were ever to be aban- 
doned. He wfll preach abidmg 
loyalty to this fallacy, but of 
course it is not a United King- 
dom. It is a disunited kingdom, 
and it is falling apart with every 
month that pas«s. . 

1 used to believe m Britain; 
in a United Kingdom that is a 
united kingdom. This is very far 
from being what we have now. 
It’s “AngkHhis, AnglcHhat all 
the way. Nobody but the Scots 
ever uses the word British. U 
you ever hear anyone else fajK 
of Britain he is either a polio- 
dan who has to watch out for 
the votes, or a businessman 
who has to mollify the workers 
in his Scottish branch factory. 
Or he is a Scot, for we use the 
word doggedly in the belief 
that our neighbours will catch 
on. We are the only ones who 
are trying to make the British 
idea work. No Englishman in 


his right mind ever refere to 
Britain when the word England 
will do, and the average Eng- 
lishman thinks that somewhere 
along the line in his nation s 
long and not ignoble history 
they took over Scotland as 
some sort of subject province. 

In a way this is what it has 
turned out to be. The Act of 
Union is neariy 300 yews old. 

It was a masterpiece of bribery 
and corruption. It was intended 
to set up a joint parliament ot 
England and Scotland, but m 
no time at all it had become an 
incorporating union, with 
Westminster continuing as the 
Englis h parliament plus a pro- 
portion of elected Saits rep- 
resentatives who didn’t get very 
far unless they appeared to 
endorse specificity, andimpbc- 
itly, the centralising theories 
that bold that body together. 
The name of Scotland has also 
largely disappeared. This is an 
inexplicable thing to have hap- 
pened to a country that was a 
nation longer than most; that 
was the basis of our present 
monarchy; where there were 
first spoken in all history words 
about freedom, democracy. 


independence, equality, the 

nn 1a and thftdlPTUtV 


rights of people, and the dignity 
of Man made in 


of Man made in the image of 
God and other matters of inter- 
est and importance to the 
human race; which is a founder 
member of Great Britain and a 
mother country of the Com- 
monwealth; and which in its 
time has made, out of all pro- 
portion to its size and popula- 
tion, significant contributions to 
all the sciences, aD the arts, all 
the philosophies, most of the 
sports, many of the innova- 
tions, and even a few of the 
decencies. Despite this, outside 
of Scotland and in the rest ot 
the world, there is no Britain 

whatsoever. 

“I am quite unable to account 
for this,” Nefl Gunn, our writer, 
once said. “I know that it exists 
as part of that age-long, and 
now nearly successful, drive to 
annihil ate all vestiges of the 
CelL Any effort on the part ol 
any section -such as Ireland or 
Wales or Scotland - of the 
Celtic fringe to form itself into 
a nation is not merely opposed 
but bitterly resented, as il it 

were something in the nature of 

a betrayal of human progress. 
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NATIONWIDE 
FOR SECURITY 

AND CONVENIENCE 


This is the stage of thought 
that has now been reached by 
many Scots, it seems. This is 
what we have to come to. Dr 
Samuel Johnson, no great 
friend of the Scots, on his tour 
of the Hebrides had seen this 
danger and told one of the 
MacDonald chiefs; “Your sons 
will be tamed into insignifi- 
cance ty an English ectocanoiL^ 

In explanation of Samuel 
Johnson it has to be said that 
he. came armed with his intel- 
lectual apparatus to denigrate 
and denounce any aspects of 
independent Scottish culture 
and styles. After all, he came 
from the metropolis of London 
stfll trembling with the terror 
they had lately endured when 
the men of the ’45 Rising had 

neariy marched in on them and 

l& As Uravel around the wodd 
I hear no ready animosity 
expressed about Scotland in 
any of the countries of Europe, 
nor elsewhere. Nothing in the 
long sacrifice of our pioneering 
generations seems to have 
stored up ill wfll or given us the 
name of unreliable or dishon- 
est. And it may well be that with 
all these Scots already m place 
about the worid we could estab- 
lish a fifth column of goodwill 
here at home to carry the flag, 
and give a new meaning to me 
name of the Commonwealth. 

I have to assert the idea that 
on sheer grounds of efficiency 
something of this sort must be 
attempted soon. Britain is a 
bddiy run place, needing the 
decks cleared, and as I have 
said almost any system would 
be better than the one we have 

now. It has to be recognised 
that sentiments like this are 
popularly described and dis- 


missed as nationalism. I occa- 
sionally meet a Scot who will 
tell me that nationalism s dan- 
gerous, leading to wars and 
Strife and the deterioration of 
good relations between people, 
while he is himself an interna- 
tionalist. When a manlike that 
tells me he is an international- 
ist, 1 know he is searching for 
an excuse for having done noth- 
ing for Scotland These inter- 
nationalists might do well to 
have a close look at the inter- 
national situation that exists on 
their own border. Almost the 


with them in a kindly way. If 
there is any luck going they 
have ft. They have put about 
the notion that they are the 
masters of compromise. But a 
anything ever comes up that 
they have decided is their right, 
«ni nn( uipw. One of the 



has prevented Scotland for 
1,000 yeais from being utterly 
engulfed by their flood is this: 
thatthe Scots are the only peo- 
ple in the world who have never 
underrated the English. In any 
proper system of government m 


parted by The Scotsman, which 
pushed hard for a European 
presence in the EEC, cam- 
paigning to have Britain in at 
Seume the Treaty of Rome 
-was being written. When 
Britain eventually deaded to 
ioin, they thought the rules 
should be changed to accom- 
modate them, although the 
tVmg was already a going con- 
cern. Heath also, in discussion 
with some of us, formulated the 
ideal of a separate legislative 
and parliamentary assembly for 
Scotland which his ^party 
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ETtETiiB be opposition 
squeaks and lamentations that 
Jutland in independence wfll 
&5 disaster and bank^tqy. 
This has long since beeniepu 
dialed. Eminent accountants, 
academics, and economics real- 
ists, of whom we have nwretfam 

our fair share, have proved that, 
far from being a subsidised 
nation within the UK, Scotland 
more than pays her way. 

It is a tribute to the resilience 
of the Scottish economy that - 
after 16 years of Tory direc- 
tion, and even with the effect of 



l 


discretionary public expeudi- 
• and other 
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adopted and then mutilated. 
Edward Heath seems to have 
sulked out of British politics, 
but his considerable contribu- 
tion as our only major consii_- 
tutional reformer of the ztKii 
century is still to be assessed. 
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My paper. The Scotsman,™* 
the test to promote devolutib" 
- which all Scottish papers h® 

• «■«« XKFe* uroed th 
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top, at home 


only Scottish problem is 

England. ’ , ■ 

The English are truly a 
remarkable people. They are 
the supreme nationalists ana 

their nationalism is of the most 

dangerous character because 
they do not come to it by any 

intellectual nor patriotic con- 
’clusioD. It is already there, . 
instinctively, in their blood- 
stream. Everything that is Eng- 
lish is right and anything else is 
a foreign aberration, one ol 
God's blunders, to be treated 
with amused tolerance or 
implacable hostility. Fate deals 


the small British Islands, they 
would be natural and friendly 
allies and we could do great 
things together. But when the 
Act of Union comes at last to 
be rewritten, it will have to be 
a cautious and safeguarded 
partnership, for they take their 
own world with them wherever 
they go and their own set ot 
rules which they want others to 
adhere to, no matter what has 
gone before. 

This must have greatly puz- 
zled Edward Heath, who. m the 
first, abortive attempt to enter 
the Common market, was sup- 
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since taken up. We urged that 
we should go into Europeat the 

time of the Ueatyof Rome, and 

help to shape it. Instead, the 
UK backed away and when, at 
last, the British wanted in, they 
wanted the rules altered to suit 
them, whereas the thing was by 
this time a going concern. And 

the Tbries are still at it, trying for 

late changes. Bor myself I have 
now gone fax beyond the mod- 
est devolution case, and am for 
independence or nothing. 

For the present, we want 
clear of England. The English 
have stirred up animosity for 
themselves everywhere. They 
have offended and oppressed 
most of the countries of the 
worid and especially those of 
Europe. Their enemies are now 
closing in- The Spanish fishing 
menace is one of the most 
recent; the beef threat is 




ture, such as defence an- . ~ — 
unidentified spending, m favour 
of the south of England - Scot- 
land is still able to generate * 
budget surplus relative to the 
UK as a whole. 

Independent Scotland will 
be welcomed among the small 
nations of Europe, many of 
them recently created ana allot 
them prosperous. The Repub- 
lic of Ireland is booming, and 
is able by its taxation attractions 
to bring foreign investment m 
to the country. They have two 
score or more of foreign 
embassies in Dublin, so 
enhancing its capital status. 

In our case the Treaty of 
Union of 1707 will have long 
since been laid aside. But there 
will no doubt be a sentiment 
that a diplomatic arrangement 
with our large neighbour might 
be a good idea, although on 
equal terms this time. There 
might even be justification for 
the setting up of a partnership 
to share convenient services 
and facilities. In the past we 
have been dragged in to impe- 
rial adventures without haying 
any sort of say in the decision- 
making. This role is at an end. 
We shall go in to whatever it is 
on Scottish terms, and strictly 
for the convenience of Scotland 
and her people. Once England 

nn/i VUo l I n iiiTcfflv koiM nraCnA/1 


and Westminster have graspedi£y 
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that they are no longer our 
bosses, much good might come 
of such an arrangement 
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Mention Tony Blair and he will appear 

_ . that all about what Robert Princess Diana 

— vestervear to look at what run® u - Runcie suffers from, then?”, Diana is waitine to see 
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I t’S lime to ask the big 
question again. Where 

are they now? 

Yes, it's time for another 
took at people and things 
who were once all over tne 
headlines and have since 
totally vanished from our 
consciousness. People such 
3 s Graham Taylor and Terry 

Christian. ... 

Things like the Irish peace 
process and, um, tots of 
other things I can’t 
remember. 

Here we go then, as we 
took back ihrough the 
yellowing cuttings of 


Salman Rushdie 
Salman has, for obvious 
reasons, spent a lot of tune 
in the company of 
policemen in the last few 
years. He has become very 
impressed with their 
fortitude and patience, and, 
often, skill, and the more 
familiar he has become with 
police work, the more 
interested he has become in 
il. Finally, nine months ago, 
he look ihe plunge and 
actually joined the police. 
Normally they do not take 

people who are under threat 
of death, but it seemed that 
Rushdie would be ideal for 
undercover and plainclothes 
operations, os he would be 
more likely to preserve his 


Punch . , 

The first “new” issue of the 

“new” Punch magazine came 
out a few days ago. Since 
then, nothing. Nobody has 
been talking about it. 
Nobody has said anything 
about iti What has 
happened? Has it gone into 

unitinD nVKTVi all 


that all about what Robert 
Runcie suffers from, then?’ 
or words to that effect. 
Carpenter does not laugh, 
mainly because il is not a 
ftinny joke, but it is driving 
him up the wall. 


Princess Diana 
Diana is waiting to see if the 
Royal Family can possibly 
survive without her. 


Ross Perot 

Ross is betting enormous 
sums of money on himse lf to 
lose the next US presidential 


LI 03 Utll/i u - 

Not quite. What has 
happened is that people all 
over the counuy are waiting 
for the second issue to come 
out so that they can buy it, 
have a took through U and 
say, "Hmtnm - not as good 
as it used to be!” 


are not gooa. ne can 1 lose. 
If he loses the election, he 
collects. If he wins, he won’t 
need to collect. 


Tony Blair 

Tony is pondering on the 
significance of the fact that 
“Tbny Blair MP” is an 
anagram of “I am Tory - 
Plan Bl” 


more u&vij — - 

cover than most people. 

The clinching argument. Humphrey Carpenter 
- m iw at an v rate. Humnhrcv is cetung i 


I lib - O' 

for the police at any rate, 
was that if Rushdie joined 
the police and became PC 
Rusndie, he would no 
longer need expensive full- 
time protection, as he 
would now be deemed able 
to look after himself. PC 
Rushdie is at present 
stationed somewhere in 
Kent. 


^ jened? Has it gone into Lord St John of Fawity lose the next US presidentia 

dentists’ waiting rooms all Lord St John of Fawity (the election. Although the odds 

over the country and carried former Miss Norma St John are not good, he can’t lose, 

on as before? Stevas) has been trapped if n,„ 

* inside his house for several 

weeks now by a huge crowd 
of paparazzi, all shouting 
through his letter box and 
saying things like, “Would 
you call youiself the Sir 
Whiter Bagehot de nos 
jours ' “So do you think a 
future Queen Camilla is on 
the cards, then. Norm?”; 

“Are you the git who 

inflicted the dreadful gate in . „ iU# auwu H 

Hyde Park on us, you the Irish peace process, 

tasteless berk?” and, “Show There never was. John 
us a flash of ankle for the Major was simply frying to 
Simday Sport, darling!" apply marketing techniques 

.. ...... to Ireland as he has done to 

Lmford Christie the Labour Parly. He 

Linford is at a sports • 

meeting somewhere in 
Denmark which ended three 


Robert Runde 
Runcie is praying for the 
strength to forgive 

Humphrey Carpenter. 


The Irish Peace Process 
There is no such thing as 


Humphrey is getting used to 
the same joke being told by 
everyone. Carpenter, you 
see, has just written another 
book called The Envy of the 
Wbrld , which is a history of 
the firetSOyeareof the 
Third Programme (and 
Radio 3), and people keep 
saying to him, “This book 
The. 


T 


tne Labour Party. He 
thought that if you. called . 
Blair a devilish danger, he 

lUAIlM k... I 1 


: Envy of the World , is cold. 


Denmark which ended three would become oZmd he 
weeks ago. He was given two thought that if you said 
false starts and refused to there was a peace process 

" He K r^ 11 on . in Ireland, there would be 
11 . He is getting vety thin and one. None of them has 

come true yet. 
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Hugh Gaitskeil 
without the 
dancing? 


T wilight after he was 
r P P° ,a n d Labour 
Chancellor in 1950 

« New 

York on d ministerial v>ri» 
celebrated typing ^ 

SMr&s 
gaSss^ 

St^KEBBE 

possible exception 
of Kenneth Clarke (for the 

jazz rather than the danc- 
mg), domg anything much 
like 1 that m their mid-forties. 

. Gartskefl’s lifelong pas- 
aon for dancing in night- 
clubs, like his unconven- 
tional streak and his affair 
with the socialite Ann Flem- 
ing. wife of the creator of 
James Bond, is a reminder 
that there were sharp dif- 
ferences, as well as simflar- 
lties between Gaitskeil and 
Blair. It is curious, as Brian 
Brivati points out at the end 
of his dazzling new biogra- 
phy of Gaitskeil, that he 
isn't even mentioned in the 
blueprint written by Peter 
Mandelson and Roger Lid- 
dle for the first term of a 
Labour government After 
al), it was Gaitskeil and his 
legacy that kept alive the 
possibility of Labour's even- 
tual emergence as a party of the modem social 
democratic left. Could it be that in the only 
election Gaitskeil fought, he, too, promised not 
to raise taxes and went on to suffer a severe 
defeat? Or couldit be that Mandelson bas sub- 
consciously never forgiven Gaitskeil for wrest- 
ing the leadership away from his grandfather 
Herbert Morrison after Attlee stood down in 
December 1955? After all, was Gaitskeil not 
the first moderniser? Didn't he stun friends and 
enemies alike by trying to replace Clause IV 
of the party constitution? Wisn’t he also a pub- 
lic-school and Oxford-educated son of a lory 
who nevertheless had a close and formative 
relationship with his Northern working class 
constituency? Did he not draw some of the 
same sharp lessons from the 1959 election 
defeat that Blair did from that of 1992? fc there 
not an overwhelming sense that Tony Blair has 
picked up where Gaitskeil was forced - by his 
death at only 57 - to leave off? And does the 
endorsement of Tbity Blair by Roy Jenkins, 
soda! democrat and living disciple of Gaitskeil, 
not mark the final completion . of a circle? 

Well, yes and no. History is not quite as neat 
as that, as Brivati knows. Indeed, it's one of bS 
strengths that unlike his predecessor Philip 
Williams, who nevertheless also wrote a fine 
book about Gaitskeil a generation ago, be is 
young enough to be uninfected by the internal 
party struggles over the bomb and Clause IV 
m the 1960s. He wasn’t even bom when some 
of us, in a shamefully poisonous parody of a dvfl 
rights anthem, used to sing on Aldermaston 
marches: “Gaitskeil is our leadet/He must be 
removed/3 ust like the scum that’s floating on 
the waier/He must be re-moved. "And he isn't 
misty-eyed enough about either of the two lead- 
ers to assum e that if Gaitskeil had lived to be 
elected prime minister in 1964 - which he surety 



Donald 

Macintyre 

Tony Blair 
owes much to 
Labour’s first 
moderniser. 
Would that he 
owed more 


would have been -he would 
have simply been proto- 
Blair. Both those views - the 
abuse he received from the 
infantile left after standing 
up to unilateralism in his 
spine-tingling “Fight, fight 
and fight again" speech at 
Scarborough in 1960 and 
the idea that he was Blair 
before his time - ignore 
something important about 
Gaitskeil: not how right- 
wing, but hcrw left-wing he 
was. On this analysis, Man- 
delson ’s omission has noth- 
ing to do with grandfiJial 
piety, everything to do the 
fact that Gaitskeil was a col- 
lectivist, a Keynesian 
believer in economic plan- 
ning rather than markets, 
and committed above all to 
the seemingly un-Blair-like 
concept of Equality. Which 
is one reason why some 
unreconstructed Gaitskcl- 
lites - such as Roy Halteis- 
ley - get so cross with Blair. 

As it happens. Blair did 
use the E-word in a recent 
article in the Independent on 
Sunday in July, saying that 
he wanted to see more of iL 
But, broadly, this analysis 
must be right. How could it 
be otherwise? The post-war 
consensus was still firmly in 
place. The industrial and 
social changes - including the manufacturing 
shake-out which laid waste Labour's unionised 
heartlands, were not even predictable, let 
alone visible. Gaitskeil led the party in times 
shaped by the Attlee government; Blair leads 
it in one equally shaped by Margaret 
Thatcher’s, lo do so he has had to roil back 
much more of Labour’s history than merely 
that of the Seventies and Eighties. 

So part of the difference is to do with the 
times and not the men. It's futile to play time 
travel with political history; but Gaitskeil 
ought have looked more like Blair had he lived 
to be Prime Minister. It’s tree that he was a 
Euro-sceptic- indeed, it was his opposition to 
the terms of the Macmillan EEC application 
which reunited him with many of his old ene- 
mies on the left of the parly. But he would 
surety not have let his own .followers under- 
mine Barbara Castle’s heroic artempr 10 
reform the unions in 1968-9. 

But there were also differences which were 
to do with personality and not environment. 
Gaitskell’s politics were humanist and liber- 
tarian where Blair’s are Christian and more 
socially conservative. Gaitskeil shocked his 
mother by marrying die divorced Dora Frost 
and was as consistent a liberal on divorce as 
he was an opponent of immigration controls. 

And there’s on&other trait, one of the most 
attractive, which has not, at least not yet, 
emerged in Blair and that was Gaitskeil' s elec- 
trifying passion. Blair is one of those mad- 
deningly rational politicians of a kind which 
Gaitskeil kept saying he was but wasn’t. It may 
be flat (his is appropriate to the minimalist and 
politically unemotional present day. But you 
cannot help mounting the romantic streak in 
Gaitskell’s make-up - and wishing yon could 
see occasional flashes of it once again. 


Fame allows West’s 
madness to live on 


D o we need another 
book about Freder- 
ick West? Don't we 
know enough aboul 
this obscene, 
degrading, disgusting and mur- 
derous man without being 
served up yet another biogra- 
phy; an account which con- 
ceals little for the weak- 
h curled; a book whose detail 
will keep paedophiles and per- 
verts salivating lor weeks? 

That is the question sur- 
rounding An Evu Love, Geof- 
frey Wansell’s biography of 
Frederick West ll is the latest 
such book and follows copious 
reporting of Rosemary West's 
trial and conviction for 10 mur- 
ders including the killing of her 

suc^a*hook stflTto'be worth- 
while, this writer - a well- 
regarded but undistinguished 
biographer of Cary Grant Sir 
James Goldsmith and Terence 
Rattigan - would have to tell us 
something very special. 

There is another doubt about 
(he Whnsell book. It has been 
commissioned by the State -by 
the Official Solicitor - expressly 
to raise money for West's chil- 
dren. In short, the details of this 
horror story have been sold for 
profit by an arm of the law, the 
very institution that put the ser- 
ial killer behind bars. 

Such a bizarre arrangement 
puts it into a different category 
to accounts of criminal’s fives. 
Howard Marks, the drug smug- 
gler. has just published his auto- 
biography but his consequent 
profit from crime has not pro- 
voked outcry. likewise, Inside 
25 Cromwell St, written by 
West’s children, Stephen and 
Mae, did not prompt debate 
about the fate of the proceeds. 
But the role of the Official 
Solicitor in Wansell's book - 
providing access to West's own 
100-page “autobiography" - 
leaves a nasty taste. Consider- 
ation for the relatives of his vic- 
tims requires that we are 
offered more than a state-spon- 
sored freak show. 

However, to be fair, 
Wansell’s book has its virtues. 
It delivers a well-documented 
account of how this mass kiljer 
was created; a grim, ungl am- 
orous read. An admittedly 
secretive person himself, 
Wansell relentlessly pursues 
the truth through the naze of 
West’s many deceptions. 

It is the story of a young 
Frederick West, sexually initi- 
ated and beaten by his mother 
in a family where incest was 
accepted practice. From there 
he roamed,' wooing, cajoling 
and coercing hundreds of 
women into fulfilling his fan- 
tasies. He could charm the 


by Jack O’Sullivan 



Rosemary Bfest, Fred West and the biographer Geoffrey Vfansdl 


authorities with his inoffen- 
siveness: before hisjafl suicide, 
even his prison officers were 
photographed joking with him. 
Good old Fred, what a laugh. 

There was nothing - includ- 
ing murder - that West could 
not get away with. And he 
encountered two key women. 


ing trawl through the honors of 
West’s life. More importantly, 
the book disappoints by not 
looking beyond a fascination 
with the story's central charac- 
ters. It foils to locate the thread 
that links Bred and Rosemary, 
their fantasies and their actions, 
to people tike you and me. 


tial Fred or Rosemary West lies 
within each of us. Their 
upbringings - involving extra- 
ordinary physical and sexual 
abuse - and the nature of their 
relationship places them far 
down the continuum that links 
their lives with most people. 

But how many men have 


Some of us will read this book and 
privately, shamefully, marvel at 
Fred West’s tenacity 


his first wife, Rena (a prostitute 
whom he eventually murdered) 
and Rose West, each of whom 
also suffered abusive upbring- 
ings and bad fantasies be had 
never even imagined. Together, 
they went on a wild orgy of sex 
and violence in which depravity, 
argues V&nsell, was their way of 
expressing love. And 25 
Cromwell St, a lodging house 
with its constant stream of waifs 
and strays, wasan ideal location. 

All this is true. But it is little 
more than we know already and 
hardly justifies another agemis- 


The Wests remain monsters, 
outsiders, not a challenge to 
our own personal thinking. Al 
most, their ordinariness alerts 
us to the possibility that child 
abusers may be found in the 
most mundane and apparently 
normal situations. But we have 
yet to be challenged in this 
whole affair about what we, 
personalty, share with them. 

Some people will be 
offended at the notion that 
they might be associated with 
this vicious, revolting pair. 1 do 
not, however, say that a po ten- 


shared at least some of the fan- 
tasies acted out by Fred West? 
None? Look at what is sold on 
the top shelves of newsagents. 
Go into a city telephone box 
and see the adverts for bondage, 
sado-masochism and sexual vio- 
lence. “Mistress awaits you in 
her dungeon", is just one call- 
ing card I spotted this week, an 
apt, if ironic, description of 
Rose West’s activities in the 
QomweS Street cellar. 

These messages selL They 
resonate in our society. So, 
although we are horrified at 


what Fred West did, we have to 
ask whether his dark side is 
realty so foreign to our own: a 
horrible corner of our minds 
which we dare not explore? Still 
more disconcerting is the extent 
to which some of us will read 
this book and privately, shame- 
fully, marvel at Fred West’s 
tenacity, his capacity 10 deceive, 
his persistent ability to attract 
and control women. Who, 
indeed, will find some of the 
story sexually stimulating? 

t Geoffrey Whose !i has danced 
with this particular devil. Bor 
months, he has allowed Fred- 
erick West into his mind. When 
] spoke to him this week, he 
said: “There is an clement of 
male sexuality which I came to 
understand as a result of this 
book, which is in a sense a West 
version, which wishes to lake 
revenge of women, to abuse 
women, wishes to use women as 
vehicles for emotion. That is 
the uncomfortable conclusion 
you can’t escape." 

But he, and other writers, 
have avoided that conclusion in 
their published work. It is not. 
difficult to see why. This is 
scary territory in which an hon- 
est man can easily be misrep- 
resented as a sick pervert. Bet- 
ter to leave it alone; better to 
stick to the theory that there are 
monsters out there with whom 
we have nothing in common. 

For a biographer trying to 
keep some distance from his 
horrific subject, it is particularly 
tempting to avoid the personal 
implications of what he finds. 
“You have to keep West com- 
partmentalised," Wansell told 
me. “If you don't the dangers 
are so terrible. You are in dan- 
ger of exploding in eveiy direc- 
tion. But the task of keeping 
him compartmentalised is so 
difficult because there is some- 
thing in West which encapsu- 
lates male fantasy. Perhaps 
what he reveals is that there is 
a final compartment within all 
of us and, certainty within roe, 
that is never revealed." 

Wansell said this with the 
self-knowledge that comes 
from 12 years of Jungian analy- 
sis. But he doesn’t say it in his 
book. Tb do so might, perhaps, 
have been too painful and awk- 
ward and have resulted in him 
being called a deviant rather 
than simply another oppor- 
tunist making a mint out of 
what will be a best-seller. 

But until people like Vfensell 
face the challenge, their books 
will remain no more than a 
warning aboul a darkness out 
there and a voyeuristic experi- 
ence for readers. Wfe don’t need 
any more of these books. We 
need a courageous book that 
will explore the darkness within. 


B irring brrring. It is 
Roger from The 
Guardian asking if I 
could offer a few thoughts 
about Amanda Craig. Then 
The Telegraph is on the fine 

\ asking if I mind “ appearing” 

$ in A Vicious Circle, the new 
novel by Amanda Craig Next 
comes Dafya, an erotic young 
woman from The Times, 
asking. Is it true, that stuff in 
Private Eye about you being in 
Amanda Craig's...? Soon, 
Post-It notes cover my desk 
like sticky snowflakes. “D. 
Mirror rang. Pis cafi". “Chap 
from D. Mail re A. Craig- 

Rune at last After all these 

years drudging in obscurity, 
Tm being lionised because of a 
fancied resemblance to a 
character called Ivo Plunge m 
a roman h defby a woman 
who told me, some years ago, 
.“Til get my own bade on you 
for publishing an iffy review 01 
her last novel Gosh. One (tip 
out a proof copy of the book 
and reads it Though flagged 
as a withering satire on the 
corrupt literati, it appears to 

be only intermittently _ 
concerned with the reviewing 
tendency, its bookish chapters 
interspersed with lots of hand- 
wringmgabout ?oe-pareDt^ 
families, inner ones, the Nfrto, 

and the horrid thin® you find 

on your stairs (“needless 
condoms, bubble pun). 

~ One notes some rtiu>er 

obvious references: the Slouch 

poet novelist, biographer and 
commissioning editor 
(Andrew Motion - do ca*™ 
upv And shamefully, one 
Sis for oneself 
about Ivo, cursing the feet that 
novels don't cany indexes. 

One remarks the feet 
has curiy hair (me too), that 
he's a lapsed Cathode*" 
g rammar school boy (ditto), 


former gossip writer turned 
literaiy editor (yup) whose 
father was a doctor (check). 
One notes with interest that ' 
“his friends compared him to 
Oscar Wilde, largely because 
of his dress-" (and] “his 
enemies railed him the most . 
dangerous man in London". 
He is also “famously 
uns uccessful” with women, 
whom he routinely and 
charmless !y assaults with 
something called the “Sponge 
lunge" 

Hnuzim. One picks and 
chooses through all this 


Is this fame at 
last, in the 
shadowy 
figure of Ivo 
Plunge ? 


whatever shreds of s 
knowledge one can summon, 
and one finally says: Oh blast, 
it's not enough me. That’s the 
trouble with romans A clef. If 
you're going to appear in them 
at all it bas to be as a primary- 
colour member of the cast, 
rather than a now-you-see-me- 
now-you-don’t wraith. Makes 
you feel so... insubstantial. ■ 

T his is not a view shared 
by David Sext on, th e 
journalist and former 
inamorato of the author when 
they were at Cambridge; be 
has now written to Ms Craig’s 
publisher. Viking, and got 
publication of the book 
suspended. Hough a _ \ 
cfaanniq g fellow in the flesh, 
Sexton does seem a dead 
ringer for Ivo’s friend, Paul 
Pmsent (“the nastiest reviewer 
in London") but also 
resembles No himselfc Ivo is 
deputy literary editor of the 
Chronicle (Sunday Tde&uph), 
his boss is a classy middle- 
aaed woman called Marino. 
(Miriam Gross), his uber-boss 

is called Max de Monde 

(Hastings, until recently), he 
writes reviews for Private 

Eye 

But what people in literaiy- 
oossip ordes are asking k 
S fraton earth did Mr Sexton 

do to Amanda Craig bade in 



undergraduate days, that she 
should wreak this weirdly 
elaborate revenge 15 years 
later? Did he two-time her 
with another? (But that’s what 
everyone does at university). 
Did be break her heart? (But 
Ms Craig radiates self- 
assurance and has been 
happily married for years). I 
think we have to look in the 
pages of the literaiy press for 
an answer. Ms Craig wrote a 
review of Hilary Mantel's 
novel A Change of Climate, in 
February 1994’s literaiy 
Review, and got one or two 
facts wrong. Ms Mantel wrote 
voicing arnfld complaint And, 
same years after last bring in 
touch with Ms Craig, Sexton 
pounced on it in his silkenty 
bitchy “NB" column in the 
Times literary Supplement in 
, where he hinted that 
; Craig hadn't read the 
book. Amanda then wrote to 
the TLS a month later, 


April 

MsQ 


result of typographical errors 
and the author’s lack of 
clarity. 

It was at just this time that 
Ms Craig was putting yt 
Vidcus Circle mto shape. Did 
her alarmingly personal attack 
date from this encounter? You 
bet. By the end of the year it 
was clearly preying on her . 
mind - witness another letter 
in the TLS (December 1994) 
fairing issue with the magazine 
on the subject of authors* 
disclaimers ("Afl characters in 
this story are imaginary and 
no reference is intended to 
any living person...”). 


D id you see that story prospect that, if things p 

about the Staffordshire worse, they’d have to nip 
driveways? Surprised round to Ryman’s and bu 


walsh 


driveways? Surprised 
householders in Cannock, 
Staffs, woke up after a 
rainstorm to find that their 
newty laid driveways had 
melted away in a pong of 
spearmint, because the 
bidders had used “broken 


mints" instead of white stone 
chippmgs. 

One can anty imagine the 
it of the builders. 

1 driveways must be laid. 
Time is a-pressing. The 
contractor is complaining. The 
white stone chippmgs have 
failed to turn up. It’s 4pm. 
What should they do? One of 
them, full of make-do-and- 
mend invention, has a 
brainwave. Down at the local 
comer shop, he buys the 
entire stock of Softnunts, 

Min tics. Polos, Tfebors, 
ExtraMints and sends a 
runner to every other shop in 
Staffordshire. Then imag ine 
the thousands of packs he and 
his colleagues had to unwrap, 
before smashing them to the 
correct size - and then they 
only went up to the second 
flowerbed. And have you seen 
the price of the things? A pack 
of Mint Imperials is 29p 
(Polos came a bit cheaper). 
How can the papers cal) them 
“cowbqyS", as if they had 
botched the job with cheap 
material? On the contrary. 

I know of only one similar ; 
nightmare scenario, when the 
buyers of paper at News 
International tried to haggle 
with the pulp mills over the 
price, and refused to buy the 
vast quantities of paper 
required for printing The 
Times and its sister tides until 
their price was accepted. But 
the manufacturers refused to 
bade down - and, as the 
weekend loomed, the 
Wapping production 
department were stating at a 
paperless desert and a fearful 
prospect: that, if things got any 
worse, they’d have to nip 
round to Ryman’s and buy up 
astounding amounts of A4 
white (no feint or margin), 
then Sefiotape or Pritt them 
together and try to bring out 
128 million copies of the 200- 
page Sunday Times on (he 
result. 


> 


ASK YOUR CURRENT 
ACCOUNT AN 
AWKWARD QUESTION 




Can I pay bills or check 
my balance at any time 
of the day or night? 






The Alliance Account from Alliance & Leicester offers 24 
hour telephone banking, low overdraft rates with no monthly 
fee and a £100 cheque guarantee/debit* and cash card. 

If your bank account won’t offer credit interest of up to 3J)% 
.gross pa. switch to brighter banking with the Alliance 
Account For more details, phone us today or return 
the COUpOn. -Subjaomast* 
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obituaries / gazette 



Rose 

Williams 


The troubled life of Rose 
Williams hauats the works of 
her brother Tennessee, like a 
faded Southern belle eternally 
deserted, she is the model for 
the withdrawn, disabled "Lau- 
ra Wingfield" who seeks refuge 
in her collection of glass animals 

in The Glass Menagerie. Her 
brother Tom declares, “Oh, 
Laura, Laura, I tried to leave 

S behind me, but 1 am more 
iful than 1 intended to be!" 
Rose Isabel Williams was 

1909, the'firrt chfld^E^ina 
and Cornelius Williams . Her 
brother Thomas - Tennessee - 
was bom three years later. The 
siblings became as close as 
twins; as Lyle Leverich writes in 
his admirable Tom : the un- 
known Tennessee Williams 
(1995), “Throughout his life, 
Tennessee Williams had two 
overriding devotions: bis career 
as a writer and bis sister. Rose." 
Initially proud of his daughter 
with her "expressive grey- 
green ” eyes and auburn curls, 
their father later turned against 
his two elder children; his re- 
lationship with his wife also de- 
teriorated, and her resultant 
bias against sex had a serious ef- 
fect on Rose and Tom, “that of 
deep and permanent injury . . . 
Rose would remain a virgin all 
her life." 

As a child Rose was given to 
telling far-fetched tales of hard- 
pressed family life, “perhaps try- 
ing to overshadow her brother's 
storytelling talents". But Ten- 
nessee doted on his elder sister, 
and feh a sense of betrayal when 
she entered puberty and began 
to be interested in other boys; 


alogue, delivered with a South- 
ern accent, is echoed in the for- 
lorn character of Blanche 
DuBois in A Streetcar Named 
Des*rr,who,Kkc Rose, was ever 
disappointed in love. 

By 1925, Rose’s behaviour 
bad become too erratic for her 
ailing mother to deal with, and 
it was decided to send her away 
to school in Vjdcsbiug - a fur- 
ther separation from her broth- 
er. But the “wild jazz age 
summer” of 1925 was for Ten- 
nessee a remembrance of Rose 
and her boyfriends dancing the 
Charleston, memories again to 
resurface in h& own work. Rose 


was 


preoccupied with pretty 
clothes and looking beautiful; 


. . . Ai fifteen my sister 
op longer waited lor me, 
impatiently at the White Star Phar- 
macy corner 

inic/tbc ^faaweryjjovel 


It was additionally a betrayal for 
Tennessee, who would not come 
to terms with his own 
homosexuality until his late 
twenties. 

This distorted, dysfunction- 
al background (there was men- 
tal illness in both parents' 
families) inevitably influenced 
Williams’s work. His backward- 
looking, over-heated Southern 
Gothic of regret and frustrated 
passion is' suffused with the 
spirit of Rose, not only in The 
Glass Menagerie (1944), but in 
short stories such as “Portrait of 
a Girl in Glass" (1943) and “The 
Resemblance Between a Violin 
Case and a Coffin" (1950), in 
which he mourns “the magical 
intimacy of our childhood to- 
gether", splintered by the on- 
coming of adolescence and sex. 

Tennessee could take refuge 
in his “interior life of memories 
and fantasies"; Rose had no 
such resources to draw upon. 
She grew up outgoing, using 
make-up earlier than other 
girls, and was remembered as 
“very pretty and a bit standoff- 
ish". But by early teenage “her 
good spirits were turning into 
a kind of hysteria; her laughter 
was more nervous than natur- 
al; she was moody and was de- 
veloping a strange little hunch 
. . . Self-dramatisation had 
lipped over into pessimism; 


from exile in Vicksburg she 
wrote to her brother in the lan- 
guorous speech of a nascent 
Tennessee Williams heroine, 
“Here I sil in agpny my face cov- 
ered in green beauty day ... I 
don't need to tell you how 
striking the effect it I think it’s 
lovely of you to write to me 
so often even though I don’t 
answer ... as often as 1 should. 
You know stamps amount up 
and 1 am so busy." Her 
favourite song was “Poor 
Butterfly". 

“Cruelly excluded" from the 
Williams family as Thnnessee 
and his developing literary ca- 
reer became the battleground 
between his parents, at 18 Rose 
felt unloved, and relationships 
were inconstant: “My beau 
hasn’t arrived yet, he comes in 
the morning and stays until 
one o'clock every night I’m so 
tired of him I could scream 
— " Edwina her mother re- 
alised, “For the past few years 
something unknown and fear- 
ful had been taking place in the 
mind of our spirited, imagina- 
tive Rose.” It was hoped a 
good marriage would settle her, 
but her d&ut was “a fiasco from 
the first”, wrote Edwina, “as 
everything in Rose’s life seems 
to be”. The local paper ran a 
large photograph of a wistful- 
looking Rose announcing she 
would be “the recipient of 
marked social attention” as 
she was, for a month; but none 
of the boys asked for a second 
date and, soon after, serious de- 
pression took hold. Severe 
stomach pains had Rose be- 
lieving someone was frying to 
poison hen she fought bitterly 
with her father, who threatened 
to leave the family. She lacked 



•you must never make fan of insanity’: Rose Wffitams fn 1927 Photograph: Picture Collection, Harry 
Ransom Humanities Research Center; Austin, Texas; from Lyte Leverich, Tom (Hodder & Stoughton) 


self-confidence, and her failure 
to stick at secretarial jobs was 
diagnosed by her psyduatrstas 
a fear of sex. 

Edwina determined that 
Rose should have respectable 
“gentleman callers" and want- 
ed Tennessee to bring home 
“some young friend” - as 
Amanda in The Glass Menagerie 
exhorts, “. . . For Sister! lb 
meet! Get acquainted!” (Mrs 
WDiams "never stopped Udkmg^, 
recalled a friend of Rose’s.) Yet 
Tennessee - still a virgin at 25, 
like his sister - hated her inept 
attempts at promiscuity: “Rose, 
I hew! you offer yourself to 
Colin, and 1 want you to know 
that you disgusted me.” 

At 26, Rose's life began to go 
seriously out of kilter. Witness 
to a literary party given by her 
brother which got out of hand, 
she “informed” on him to their 


Elegy for Rose 


She is a metal forged by love 
too volatile, too fiery thin 
so that her substance will be lost 
as sudden lightning or as wind. 


And yet the ghost of her remains 
reflected with the metal gone, 
a shadow as of shifting leaves 
at moonrise or at early dawn. 


A kind of rapture never quite 
possessed again, however long 
the heart lays siege upon a ghost 
recaptured in a web of song. 


‘Everything was, as she kept 
fo di- 


saying, ‘just tragic.'’ " Such 


Tennessee Williams 


mother, it was a traumatic 
turning-point “I hate the sight 
of your ugly old face!” Tfen- 
nessee screamed at her; the cru- 
ellest thing he'd ever done, he 
said. In ms diary, he wrote: 
“.. . Hie house is wretched. 
Rose is on one of her neurotic 
sprees - fancies herself an in- 
valid - talks in a silly dying-off 
way - trails around the house 
in negligees. Disgusting.” Re- 
reading this three years later. 
W illiams added a note: “God 
forgive me for this!” 

“Tfou must never make fun of 
insanity," Rose once reproved 
her brother. “It’s worse than 
death” “A distance measured in 
silence” grew up between the 
siblings, and the estrangement 
precipitated the tragedy to 
come. Cornelius objected to the 
expense of private treatment 
and threatened to put Rose in 
the State Asylum. Tennessee 
found it ail impossible to deal 
with: “We have had not deaths 
in our family but slowly by de- 
grees something was happening 
much uglier and more terrible 
than death.” “A pity the Church 
hasn't a place for girls like 
Rose,” wrote her mother. 
Tennessee’s diary was witness 
to the irrevocable; “R. makes 
the house tragic, haunted. Must 
be put away, 1 suppose. An in- 
credible horror to face " 

In the State Hospital in 
Eannington, '‘Dementia Precox 
(Schizophrenic) Mixed Type, 
Paranoid Predominating" was 
diagnosed, and insulin shock 
and Metrazol therapy pre- 
scribed. After six years of hope- 
less treatment, in 1943, Rose 
was given a bilateral prefrontal 
(obotomy, sanctioned by Ed- 
wina Williams, her husband 


having given up on Rose. Tfen- 
nessee's only comment was a 
journal entry in blank verse: 

Grand, God be with yon. 

A chord breaking. 

1000 miles away.. 

Rose. Her head cut open. 

A knife thrust in her brain. 

Me. Here. Smoking. 

My father, mean as a ‘ 
devB, snaring - 1000 miles 
away. 

Tennessee bad last seen his 
sister in 1939, “her talk was so 
obscene - she laughed and 
talked continual obscenities". 
Fost-lobotomy, he found her 
“possessed of an unbridled 
imagination, and from then on 
it would bid them . . His own 
obsession with menial illness re- 
mained with him as Suddenly 
Last Summer (1958), its hero- 
ine also facing insanity, bears 
witness; as Leverich writes, “He 
knew that Rose’s reality was 
never far removed from his 
own." 

Tennessee’s success with A 
Streetcar Named Desire in 1947 
allowed him to finance bis sis- 
ter’s private care, and up until 
his death (he choked on a bot- 
tle cap) in 1983, Tennessee 
continued to pay for her up- 
keep, whilst intermittently 
blaming his mother (who died 
aged 94 in 1979) for having al- 
lowed the operation.'Wjniams's 
estate was left to the Universi- 
ty of the South in Sewanee, Tfen- 
nessee, with the bulk remaining 
in trust for his sister during her 
lifetime. With her death, the 
university will receive $7m. 

Philip Howe 


Rose Isabel Williams: bom Gulf- 
port, Mississippi 19 November 
1909; died Tanytown, New Hbric 
5 September 1996. 


Dr Bernard Reiss 


Bernard Reiss was prominent 
among the doctors who trans- 
formed general practice after 
the Second World War, by 
introducing vocational train- 
ing for prospective GPs and 
pioneering communication 
skills. 

Medicine had previously 
been hierarchical and, although 
there have always been hu- 
mane doctors, in most cases 
treatment was prescriptive in 
both senses of the word: with 
the bottle of coloured medicine, 
the patient was told what to do. 
Reiss realised that the spirit of 
the times had changed 

He came from a long line 
of Liberal, and later Fabian, 
active altruists - his father was 
the founder of both Welwyn 
Garden City and Hampstead 
Garden Suburb - and from 
both nature and nurture, he 
had the ideal background 
for the new styJe of Gfi Intelli- 
gent, warm, modest, humane, 
and wise, he bad rejected all 


forms of privilege long before 
it was fashionable; he broke the 
family tradition of going to 
Balliol College, Oxford be- 


cause he thought that Bait's in 
London wo old be 


- I be more like real 

life, and he did not regret that 
choice. 

Until the 1950s, going into 
general practice was regarded 
as a last resort. It hadn’t the 
prestige it enjoys today and 
most doctors wanted to spe- 
cialise. While we students Lazed 
away the vacations, Reiss would 
go and work for nothing in the 
Beckham Health Centre, that 
cradle of the NHS, and he took 
a higher degree, Membership of 
the Royal College of Physi- 
cians, because he wanted to go 
info general practice well pre- 
pared. This was almost unique 
at that time, and that sort of phi- 
losophy was partly responsible 
for the resurgence of general 
practice. 

Reiss was a GP in Cam- 
bridge from 1959 until his re- 


tirement in 1990. He was, to- 
gether with Ian late, a like- 
minded GP in A) deburgh, the 
first Regional Adviser in Gen- 
eral Practice [or East Anglia. 

I . __1_ ‘ iL a 


Reiss played a key role in the 

of UK 


foundation of the Clinical 
School at Cambridge Universi- 
ty in 1976, and he became the 
first Director of GP Studies 
there. He was one of the first 
to think of general practice as 
a speciality, and pioneered the 
use of general practice as a set- 
ting in which to teach medicine 
to clinical students. 

Bernard Reiss’s diffidence 
and slowness of speech con- 
cealed a rock-hard integrity 
and hi gh -mindedness covering 
all aspects of his fife. At the Suez 

crisis in 1956, he was on the 
RAF reserve and told me that 
he hoped to be called up- so that 
he could refuse and go to 
prison. 

I once stood in a queue next 
to Lord Plait, the former Pres- 
ident of the Royal College of 


Physicians. I said to him, pfour 
main claim to fame. Sir, is that 
you’ve got the finest General 
Practitioner in the country.” He 
almost burst with enthusiasm 
and agreed; he said that Reiss 


would listen patiently to his er- 
-diagnosis 


t 


roneous self-diagnosis, ques- 
tion him. examine him and 
disagree. He did all this re- 
spectfully but firmly. Platt said 
that, if the positions had been 
reversed, he couldn't have done 
it half as well. 

Reiss's wife Margaret was a 
social worker and they shared 
a vision of healthcare - giving 
and leaching. It saddened them 
to see the changes in the NHS 
which made it less personal and 
more money-minded. 

Bernard Reiss was right- 
eous but never self-righteous, 
open-hearted, invariably un- 
hurried and gentle, lovable 
and loving. No wrong thought 
ever ventured anywhere near 
him. 

David Mendel 




*: 


Reiss: open-hearted 


Bernard Bum Reiss, medical 
practitioner: bom Wdwyn Garden 
City 8 December 1925; General 
Practitioner 1959-90; Director of 
General Practice Studies, Cam- 
bridge University 1976-90; Life 
Fellow, Hughes Nall 1981-96; 
QBE 1981; married 1958 Mar- 
gjaretBoak (two sons, one daugh- 
ter, and one son deceased); died 
Cambridge 2 August 1996. 


BIRTHS 

COOKE: On 4 


(nee 


r 1996, to Cm 
and Justin, a ton, 

i Thomas Laban, a brother 

for Frederica and Benedict- 
FLEMING: On 6 September, at the 
Rural Free, Hampstead, to Mircfflc 
I Peter, a daughter. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


DEATHS 

MATTHEWS: Roger Oxtits, passed 
away at home on 10 September. 
Much-loved husband of Slahopm 
(Toffee), father of Amber and Toe, 
ran of Audrey and Geoffrey, and 
brother of Efirabeth- finjcrnl service 
for famil y and close friends will be 
held at Chichester Crematorium at 
12pm on Monday Id September. 
The dote for thanksgiving service will 
be announced at a laterdate. Noflow- 


ere please, but if wished, donati on s to 
the Macmillan Service, Midbunt. 
West Sussex GU29 OBL 
SPROTTON: Vernon, eta 9 September 

1996, at TunsuD, North YbdsMie, 
husband of Margaret and father to 
Ruth. David and the fate Andrew. 

tember. United Reformed 

Church, Nortbgate, Dariingum. fol- 
lowed by private interment at St 
Elay's Pansi Chinch, Great Sraaian, 
No flowers, donations to charity. 


Birthdays 
Miss Maria Arttoai, actress and stage 
director, 51; Sir Lindsay Alexander, 
former deputy chairman, Lloyds 
Bank, 76; Mr Nicholas Baiter, Prin- 
cipal, RADA 56: Miss Cm B°oeb* 
icr, actress, 87; Colonel Sir Donald 
Cameron of Lodud, chief of the dan. 
86;MrAfanChthcart,ciuixman,Aws 
Europe, 53; Vice-Admiral Sir Peter 
Compstcm. 81; Miss Linda Gray, ac- 
tress, 55; Mr Wesley Halt cricketer 
and politician, 59; Miss Han Suyin, 
doctor and author, 79; Mr Ian Hoim, 
actor, 65; Mr Gerald Howarth 
49; Mr Freddie Jones, actor, 69; Mr 
Dona! Lenjhan. rugby player, 37; 
Lord Milner of Lcetfc, solidior taxi 
politician, 73; Mr Patrick Mower, ac- 
tor, 55; The Right Rev -Man Rogers, 


former Bishop of Edmonton. S9; Sit 
Arthur Sugden. former chid execu- 
tive, CWS, 78;SrGexvas Walker, for- 
mer r fcn'iwun, Avon County Guardi, 
76: Mr Max Walker, cricketer. 4fr, 

Miss Rachel Ward, actress, 39; Pro- 
fessor George Zbrneclti. art histori- 
an, 81. 


Anniversaries 
Births Frauds 1. King of France. 
1494; Sir William Dogdalc. herald 
and anriqrenv. 1605; Richard Jordan 
Catting, inventor (of the Galling 
gun). 1818; Herbert Henry Asquith, 
Cnt Earl of Oriord and Asquith, 
statesman, 1S52; Frederick Louis 
MacNeice, poet and broadcaster, 
1907; John Cleveland (Jesse) Owens. 


athlete, i 9 L3. Deaths: Dr Pcicr Mark 
Roger, lexicographer. 1869; Rupert 
D’Oyly Cane, operatic impresario, 
194& Anthony Perkins, actor, 1992; 
Raymond William Slaty Bun, actor, 
1993. On this day; Eton College re- 
ceived ta ftat charter, 144$ the Hud- 
son river was discovered fay Henry 
Hudson. 1 609; Drogheda was sacked 
by Oliver CtomwcD, 1649; the obelisk 
of Thot tones 111 {“Cleopatra’s Nee- 
dle’) was erected Od fog Thames Em- 

hankmenUUmdcai, 1878; the workfs 
firs policewoman, Mrs Alice Steb- 
bins Wells, vvas appointed to the Los 
AngdcsWBce Department, 1910; the 

Laicaux Caves, France, containing ct- 
amplcfi of Cro-Magnon man’s art. 
were discovered, 1940; Benito Mus- 
solini, imprisoned by foe Allies, was 


Bill Moyce 


BxS Moyce was an important 
member of the team that built 
and t qsteri Britain’s first atom- 
ic bombs in the late 1940s and 
early 1950s and he remained at 
Alderraaston in a variety of se- 
nior positions all his career. He 
was a versatile scientist and an 
able manager, bat he was 
perhaps most notable for his 


humour, qualities tested to the 
limit in those early atomic days. 

: fit 1952, for example, it was 
Moyce who was chosen to fly 
out to Australia with the plu- 
tonium core which was to be 
used in the first British nuclear 
test This was without doubt the 

most valuable object in the 
country- Sellafield andAkJer- 
maston had been built to make 
it -and there was natural con- 
cern about its safe-keeping. 
Moyce was told that if during 
the flight out it looked as 
though the RAF plane was go- 
ing to crarii, he was to dutch nie 
container in his arms, bail out 
and descend by parachute- It 
was' fortunate that this proved 
unnecessary, for, as he recalled 
later, he had never made apara- 
chntejuinp and it was his first 
flight m an aeroplane. He was 
also very doubtful about his 
ability to hold on to It at the 
moment the parachute opened. 

. William Moyce was bom in 
Broddey, south-east London, in 
1913. Bus father, a Fleet Street 
printer, taught him to set type, 
blit he had other ambitions. 
Rom grammar school he won 
a scholarship to Downing Col- 
lege, Cambridge, graduating in 
Natural Sciences in 1934. A year 
later he landed his first job, at 
Woolwich Arsenal, and he was 
to spend his entire career in 
armaments science. 

He spent the war in the Pot- 
teries, at an outstation ofWool- 
wich devoted to improving the 
performance of small aims, 
and it was there in late 1946 or 
early 1947, that he caught the 
eye of William Penney, the fa- 
ther of the British bomb. It isa 
measure of Etenncy’s shrewdness 
that he saw Moyce’s gramme tal- 
ent behind his rather lugubrious 

manm y and his tiddly drawlin g 

sooth Loudon delivery. 

Initially, Moyce worked at 
Fort Halstead. Penney’s head- 
quarters near Sevenoaks in 
Kent, on what was called the 
“phenomenology" of nodear 
weapons, that is, studying the 
processes that took plaice in the 
course of foe exploskui. As foe. 
pressure grew' to' : make' the- 


atomic bomb, however, he ws 
transferred to more Wf? 
work and given the je*of» 
staring and supervising enti- 

caKy experiments. An. al0 ™^ 

bomb works by combining two 
pieces of plntommn wtuch, 

while separate, wffl not « 
plode, but when forced 

L violently achieve the critical 

mass’*. The margins are tight, 
and it was Moyce’s task to see 
that they were observed. . 
Aubrey Thomas, a junior 

member of Moyce’s team who 

also died recently, told me. 
“Moyce was trained as a phys- 
ical chemist, and at first he 
didn’t know the difference be- 
tween a neutron and a htue 
black ball. But in 18 months he 
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operation took 90 scutes. 
°^TIte test, called Operation 
Hurricane, was a success, and 
Moyce’s future in foe midem- 

assured. 


nany of that first genera- 
don _no«sndlyd«indlmgu> 
numbers - he remained at. AJ 
dennaston for foe nsst of^^; 
reer, playing a part m ^11 the 
great projects: foe H-bomb, 
ptrtaris, WE- 177, Chevalme. 
Pot much of this time be was m 
doaros of foe explosives dw®on. 


Moyce; froe-thfoklng 


knew so much that be was ar- 
guing, on visits to Harwell, with 
some of foe leading physicists 
in foe country. He had a child- 
like mind; so clear, always ask- 
ing the awkward question. He 
could span all science without 
apparent effort.” 

In September 1952, at Al- 
dermaston, the first hemi- 
spheres of the plutonium core 
of the bomb were cast, and 
Moyce and his men spent a 
tense 20 hours verifying that 
they could be combined with- 
out risk of a premature explo- 
sion. They had constructed a 
giant rig, ringed with neutron 
counters, which brought foe 
two halves dose together, mil- 
limetre by millimetre, until they 
touched The counters were 
there to give warning of pre- 
mature criticality, although if 
there bad been a genuine acci- 
dent any warning would almost 
certainly have come too late and 
some or afl of those present 
would have (fled. . 

There were no accidents; foe 
core was safe, and Moyce took 
it to Australia. .. .. 

The bomb was placed in a re- 


wbiS supplied foe conven- 
tional explosive element for 

warheads. This was an exacting 

field, given foe continuous de- 
mand tor smaller, tighter and 
more efficient weapons. 

Moyce’s t3sks were by now . 
largely managerial, but he nev- j), 
er lost his scientific insight ortas 
knack, of asking foe penetrating 
question. Pat Cachra, who 
■worked ibr him in explosives, re- 
calls “He was a free-thinking 
scientist Without getting too in- 
volved in detail, be made con- 
tributions in every area whkfo 
were fundamental and deep. 

Moyce finished his career in ' 

1973 as head of safety at AI- 
dermaston. He was a tall man 
with big ears and a slightly 
gloomy air, an appearance 
which proved a great comple- 
ment to his comic gifts. He was 
foe joker of the team, with a dry 
London wit and foe gift of 
telling a story. In retirement he 
devoted himself to gardening. 

He is survived by his wife Bar- 
bara, whom he married at foe 
time he joined foe bomb pro- 
ject in 1947, and his son John, 
who was born within a week of 
foe 1952 Hurricane test. 

Brian Cathcart 





William Moyce, nuclear weapons 
scientist: bom 12 October 1913; 
OBE 1963; married 1947 Barbara 
Manson Campbell (one son); 
died Newbury 6 September 1996. 
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Admiral Jos£ Merino was foe 
strongman’s strongman. While 
General August® Pinochet was 
the stem face of repression 
familiar to foe world for 17 
years of militaiy rule in Chile, 
foe lesser-known admiral was 
the unbending backbone of Us 
junta all those traumatic years. 

Merino was foe prime mover 
in the coup that ousted the 
world's first democratically 
elected Marxist president, Sal- 
vador Allende, in 1973. Though 
only second in command of 
the navy, he undermined his 
comraander-in-chiefi Admiral 
Montero, who was inclined to 
continue support for Afiende 
and his Popular Unity Party. 
Merino would have none of iL 
He despatched a note to the 
army and air force commanders, 
Generals Pinochet and Leigh, 
urging them to act They did so 
with force, bombarding foe 
presidential palace. Allende 
was killed along with thousands 
of other Chileans. Many more 
were to die subsequently at foe 
hands of the regime, kidnapped, 
tortured and disappeared, 
adding a new word to state 
terrorism - the “ Desapareddos 


It was a mirror image of the 


War, if not oa such a huge scale, 
though -Chile’s junta lasted 
longer and was more vilified in- 
ternationally, coming in for 
particularly severe condemna- 
tion from foe British Labour 
Party, whose senior members 
had been personal friends ofAi- 
lende. As in Argentina, the navy 
under Merino were evety bit as 
ruthless as their publicly more 
predominant army partners. 

Merino took over command 
of the navy as Pinochet ruled 
with an iron hand, brooking no 
opposition. The army chief sys- 
tematically disposed of his op- 
ponents. While General Leigh 
was ousted from the three-man 
junta in 1978, it was testimony 
to Merino’s influence and pow- 
er that he remained to foe end, 


leaving office only when Pin- 
ochet reluctantly handed gov- 
ernment back to civilian rule in 
l990.Throughout, Merino was 
Fihocfaefs confidant and potent 
partner, every bit as authori- 
tarian as his master and deeply 
distrustful of politicians. He 
.regarded AUende’s party as a 
tool of Communist espanson in 
Latin America as did the then 
United States government, 
which was implicated through 
the GAm efforts to undermine 
Allende’s government. 

Surprisingly to the outside 
world, the military government 
was not as universally detested 
within Chile as it was abroad. 
Many middle-class Chileans 
praised foe junta for restoring 
order on foe streets, ending foe 
anarchy of the last days of the 
Allende regime and pursuing 
what appeared to be pragmat- 
ic monetarist policies in a new 
free market economy. Merino 
went along with this to some 
extent, but when Pinochet em- 
barked upon a policy of privati- 
sation, targeting Chile's ports, 
Merino stepped in and declared 
that he must remain in charge 
of these important installations 
on Chile’s very long and vul- 
ueraNe coastline. He got his way. 

Ufa? many of Latin America’s 
militaiy rulers. Merino was a 
deeply conservative Roman 
Catholic, publicly expressing 
his ethos of “foe Flag. Church 
and Family". YeL it was foe 
Catholic Church and its coura- 
geous clergy which led the fight 
against human rights violations. 
It was not an unusual right to 
see Merino and other military 
leaders praying in church, while 
a few blocks away their oppo- 
nents were being tortured and 
kffled, a graphic example of the 
double standards of Merino 
and hts fellow senior officers. 

After 10 years, cracks began 
to appear and foe military 
regime made concessions in 
re ^ 0QS ? growing dissent, al- 
lowing civilians into senior gov- 



Merino: authoritarian 


enunent posts. While Merino 
and Pinochet blamed much of 
Chile’s troubles and its bad 
image abroad on an interna- 
tional Communist conspiracy 
master-minded from Moscow, 
the most effective challenge to 
foeir authoritarian rule came 
from the more moderate polit- 
ical groups within the country 
itself and even from some 
sections of the armed forces. 

. While foe austere Pinochet in- 
sisted on remaining army chief. 
Merino went into retirement in 
foe naval port city of Valparaiso, 
playing golf and secure in the 
knowledge that there could be 
no punishment of the military 
for human rfahts violations, 
tenochet had secured an 
amnesty providing them with 
immunity from prosecution. 

Merino had been born into 
a naval family and spent some 
tune in England, first as a boy 
when his father was Chilean 
naval attach* in France, and 
foen later in London 
ms country’s assistant 
attache in 1956 and 1957 
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Harold Briley 


J ^ n t u MerUU> Castr °' 

runai officer: bom 14 December 
Wv member, Chilean Gov- 
SSTSS* ^73-^ married 

(three daughters); died 
parmso 31 August 1996. 
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reseuedlw the Germans, 1943; Niki- 
ta Khrushdicv became first secretary 
of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union, 1953. Today is (he Feast Day 
of St AJbbe. St Eanavtda and St Cqy 
of Amlertecht, 


British Museum: Stephen Duflv 
“Impressionist Drawings: innova- 
tion and tradition", 1 . 15 dql 


Lectures 

National Galkay: Mari Griffith, “A- Luncheons 


MUUIUVU T i .ijprn. 

Natioual Portrait GaHe^ Maimrei 

5T*wS posed and Deserted 

Young Children; foe history of foe 
foundling hospital and its role in foe 
of British an", 1.10pm, 


1pm. 

Victoria and Albert Museum: 
Dcirdre Robson, “Art Deco”, 

TtocGalkry; Justine Hopldns, "What 
is Truth? Changing Views of Nature 
from the 19lh to the 20th Cfentutv 
(»)", 1pm. 
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MrMiebad I Harris. Premier of On- 
lana. was foe guest D f honour and 
speaker at a luncheon held yesterday 
by foe Canada-UK ChambeTof 

the fturr SeaLS 
™ ,cK ^"don NWi. Mr Mictoe) 
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A^eutsche foots 
bill for Morgan 

bonus bonanza 


Jiu. treanqr 
and ELISABETH KLEIN 

Deutsche Bank, the 
giant behind three troubled 
Morgan Grenfell Asset Man 
^^ent funds, is expected to pay 

® j ?“? of Pounds of bonuses 
to fund managers in spite of the 

JJ^^irSESiS 

***■■• win be paid to 
help Morgan Grenfell Asset 

.SUSR 1 ^? 1 retain ils highly- 
t ^ d 5 d . f H nd management 
S. aDd improve morale, 
has taken a severe knock 
after three top-performing 
funds were suspended last week 
V as a result of the activities of ft. 
" Ip 1 " the fund m anage r at 
the centre of investigations. 

A senior official in Frankfurt 
made dear that there was no in- 
tention of cancelling bonuses 
because of the losses run up by 
Mr Young, which have foreed 
Deutsche to inject £180ra so far. 

‘oefore we can say anything 
precise about the extent to 
which bonuses will be affected, 
we have to know how big the 
damage is," Hellmut Hart- 
mann, spokesman for Deutsche 
Bank, said in Frankfurt. 

“But I don't believe that even 
if there wfl] be a poorer per- 
formance of the funds it will in- 
fluence the bonuses to a big 
extent. Our advantage is that a 
financially strong parent stands 
behind this unfortunate inci- 
dent," Mr Hartmann said. “This 
has done quite a lot of damage 
to our image," he added. 


This emerged as Deutsche 
Bank committed itself to farther 
protecting the funds by promis- 
ing la buy units in the two trusts 
affected - European Growth 
Trust and Europa - and shares 
m European Capital Growth 
Fund. 

Mr Young, manager of Eu- 
ropean Capital Growth and 
European Growth, was sus- 
pended last week after regula- 
tors uncovered a maze of 
Luxembourg-registered shell 
companies which he appears to 
have used to hide his exposure 
to risky hbtcch stocks. 

It is believed that fund man- 
agers at Morgan Grenfell As- 
set Management are paid 
bonuses around February or 
March on the basis of the en- 
tire group's performance but 
with an additional discretionary 
award based on their own per- 
formance. 

Bonuses are crucial in the 
City, where base salaries, al- 
ready substantial, can be at 
least doubled by Lhe yearly 
bonus round. Last year ING, the 
Dutch bank that took over Bar- 
ings after it collapsed, was 
forced to honour bonus promis- 
es to keep key teams together. 
A sudden loss of staff can even 
jeopardise the stability of fains. 

Fund managers, traditionally 
the poor relative to bond, for- 
eign exchange and derivative 
traders, can still expect bonuses 
of at least 70 per cent of their 
basic salary, which can reach 
£ 100 , 000 . 

“Performance is important 


and fund managers who are suc- 
cessful will be rewarded," said 
Martin Symon, consultant at 
headhunters Jonathan Wren. 

Remuneration packages also 
attract the attention of regula- 
tors because of concerns that 
pay deals based on perfor- 
mance can eocouiage exec u lives 
to take too many risks. 

Mr Hartmann acknowledged 
that risks are taken by Deutsche 
employees. “Obviously our con- 
trol system didn’t work well 
enough, but we can’t handcuff 
our staff. We want them to work 
as real entrepreneurs, who take 
a higher risk in order to make 
a higher profit." 

The German bank has sent 
Udo Behrenwald, head of 
DWS, ils German fund man- 
agement arm, to London to help 
unravel Mr Young's trading 
positions and establish why he 
managed to hide his actions 
from his managers. 

The bank does not intend to 
send any other German officials 
to sort out its flagship British 
arm. 

‘The examination of the pro- 
ceeding; and the control system 
will probably take a couple of 
weeks. We are still busy finding 
out what has actually hap- 
pened.'*Mr Hartmann said. 

Morgan Grenfell said that the 
rate of redemption had contin- 
ued to slow down significantly 
and “there is currently sufficient 
liquidity in each of the three in- 
vestment funds to meet re- 
demption demands.” 

Comment, page 21 I 
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Set for an autumn flotation: Robert Peel (far right), chief executive of Thistle Hotels Photograph: Andrew Buurman 


TOM STEVENSON 

City Editor 

Thistle Hotels took its cue from 
the recent postponement of 
Lonrbo’s hotel division spin-off 
and steered a cautious line on 
the pricing of its forthcoming 
flotation yesterday. Robert Peel, 
chief executive, restated his 
confidence that there would be 
plenty of demand, but the val- 
uation range be unveiled was 
below more optimistic expecta- 
tions earlier in the summer. 

Although the company has 
never commented ofnaauy on 
what it hoped to raise, the mar- 
ket expected had been led to ex- 
pert a market value on flotation 
of up to £l-5bn. The expected 


Thistle cautious 
over float price 


offer price of between 170p and 
210p would value the four-star 
chain between £l.05bn and 
£U4bn. 

One banker involved in the 
flotation said he was relieved by 
the pricing. He added that at 
anything over £1.2bn, the issue 
would become increasingly less 
attractive. There has been a 
steady stream of hotel company 
flotations this year and some in 
the City are beginning to worry 


that investor appetite may be on 
the wane. 

Unveiling a forecast of at 
least £100m in operating profits 
for the current year compared 
with the £S93m achieved in 1995 
and the £60.4m and £743m of 
the previous two years, Mr Peel 
insisted that Thistle represent- 
ed a unique, focused investment 
m the UK hotel industry and of- 
fered a strong exposure to the 
booming London market, where 


it is the biggest hotelier ahead 
of Granada. 

Had the shares been listed for 
the whole of the current year, the 
company said, a total dividend 
of 3.7p per share would have 
been paid giving a gross yield of 
between 2 2 and 2.7 per cent. 

Thistle also confirmed yes- 
terday that Brierley Invest- 
ments, which owns 70 per cent 
of the shares, would be reducing 
its stake by selling 17 per cent 
of its existing holding. Two in- 
vestment arms of the Singapore 
government, which own the 
rest of the shares, would be sell- 
ing a similar proportion. 

Share applications by private 
investors must be with inter- 
mediaries by 27 September. 
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Reuters to make 
£6L3m payout 
to 
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MATHEW HORSMAN 

Media Editor 

Reuters, the financial informa- 
tion giant, yesterday launched 
an innovative plan to pay out 
£6 13m of its £850m cash pile to 
shareholders over three years. 

The buyback, which will re- 
duce the number of ordinary 
shares oust ending by 5 per 
cent, takes the form of a bonus 
issue of new special dividend 
shares, paying 750p each over 

three years. This is worth about 
37Jp per existing Reuters 
share. The complicated struc- 
ture was linked to tax mini- 
malisation, Reuters insiders 
said yesterday. 

Registered shareholders on 8 
October will be entitled to one 
new share and 19 new ordinary 
shares for every 20 shares they 
hold. The cashback scheme will 
require the approval of share- 
holders at an extraordinary 
I general meeting scheduled for 
9 October. 

The extent of the move sur- 
prised analysts, who had been 
signallin g a share repurchase 
worth perhaps £300m. The 
shares jumped 14p yesterday to 
doseai764p. . 

Reuters last rewarded in- 
vestors in 1993 through a con- 
troversial share repurchase 
scheme that put £3 24m into the 
pockets of shareholders. Thx-ex- 
empt institutions were able to 
claim tax credits, at a consid- 
erable cost to the Inland Rev- 
enue. „ 

Robert Rowley, finance di- 
rector. said the new scheme was 
created once it became clem 
that the Inland Revenue would 
not allow a repeat of the 1993 
buyback. “'Wfc had to go back 
and rethink the issue,” he said. 


He added that the approach, 
while complicated, was neces- 
sary if all shareholders, includ- 
ing US residents, were to be 
treated equally. 

The Inland Revenue has not 
pre- approved the scheme, and 
indeed is reserving the right to 
apply anti-avoidance measures 
if it believes the dividend qual- 
ifies as “abnormal”. However, 
tax specialists consulted by 
Reuters said shareholders 
ought to be able to show they 
hold the special dividend shares 
for bona fide commercial rea- 
sons and not largely in order to 
obtain a tax advantage. 

Spinning rash back to share- 
holders has become popular in 
the US and the UK, and has led 
both tax jurisdictions to tight- 
en the rules. Mr Rowley said H 
was much easier to reward 
shareholders in this way than to 
“continually answer questions 
from shareholders and analysts 
about what we were going to do 
with the money". 

Reuters has been acquisitive 
in recent years, and its huge cash 
position - £85 0m and no debt 
-made it a favourite candidate 
for launching a mega-bid. But 
the company has routinely said 
it would not acquire companies 
outside its main areas of com-, 
petence. 

Key to Reuters phenomenal 
growth has been its core finan- 
cial information products, most 
recently the series 3000 display 
screens for the use of financial 
professionals. It dominates the 

formation, and has seen off 
competitors such as Bloomberg. 
It is also poised to take advan- 
tage of growing interest in 
emerging markets. 

Comment, page 21 


Grid investors protest at new price regime 


CHRIS GODSMARK 

Business Correspondent 

Investorsrftoldfng up to a third 
of the shares in the National 
Grid have written to the elec- 
tricity regulator, Professor 
Stephen Uttlechild, to protest 
at proposed tough new price 
controls. 

Some leading fond managers 
have urged the Grid to take the 
dispute to the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission if Offer, 
the watchdog, refuses to water 
down the four-year price regime 
when the final formula is un- 
veiled, postibfy taler this month. 

One of the Grid’s main 
shareholders said: “I have ab- 
solutely no doubt they should go 
to the MMC. I think they've got 
a very strong case." 

National Grid, which oper- 
ates the high-voltage electricity 
transmission network, had ap- 
pealed to investors to write to 
the regulator, in the same way 
as British Gas did over its row 
with Ofgas. Many attacked the 
price regime, which would slash 


up to £L2ba off the Grid’s rev- 
enues in four years. 

Rom next April, the formula 
would knock between 20 and 26 
per cent off charges, and limit 
any increases in the following 
three years to no more than 4 
percentage points below infla- 
tion. The cuts would be worth 


£4 to £5 off average domestic, 
electricity bills. 

David Gould, manager of 
investment services at the Na- 
tional Association of Pension 
Funds, which has also written to 
Offer, said: “The proposals are 
clearly detrimental to share- 
holders. There should be a fair 



Row sparked: Professor Uttlechild, electricity regulator 


balance between the interests of 
shareholders and consumers 
and in this case the balance is 
against investors.” 

National Grid yesterday 
claimed the proposals were “the 
harshest in the energy sector", 
describing them as “inconsistent 
and based on ill-founded as- 
sumptions.” The company’s for- 
mal response in the consultation 
process said the controls would 
“result in an immediate expro- 
priation of exceptional effi- 
ciency gains achieved under the 
current price control". 

Offer argued that the Grid 
could cut ils operating costs by 
between 4 ana 6 per cent each 
year, after allowing for inflation. 
The comp ary fiercely disputed 
this calculation. It said it had 
already reduced its costs by 37 
per cent in the past three years 
and could only make future 
efficiency savings worth 2-3 per 
cent a year. 

Some City electricity ana- 
lysts last night suggested the 
argument was shifting towards 
the Grid, raising the prospect of 


an MMC investigation should 
Professor Uttlechild deride not 
to back down. Last month, 
Northern Ireland Electricity 
rejected a five-year price 
regime, triggering an immediate 
MMC referral. 

“Offer has no evidence that 
the Grid is inefficient,” said one 
analyst “But the regulator is us- 
ing a price formula which sug- 
gests foe company is inefficient 
That is totally perverse ” 

Another key area of dispute 
is over Offer's £4bn calculation 
of National Grid's assets, which 
the company insists are worth 
£4.75bn, which would give 
shareholders a greater return. 

Professor Uttlechfld bad de- 
ducted £400ro from the asset 
base to represent the value of 
Eneigis, the Grid’s new tele- 
communications operation. Yet 
during the Grid's flotation no 
value bad been attributed to the 
business. Another fund man- 
ager said Offer had “used the 
most pessimistic market value 
for the Grid thalyou could pos- 
sibly come up with”. 


CHRIS GODSMARK 

Business Correspondent 

Ofgas, lhe Gas industry watch- 
dog, yesterday gave its clearest 
signal yet that it would phase in 
the move towards fall compe- 
tition for domestic customers, 
instead of throwing the market 
open in one move in the sprint 
of 1998. 

The news raised the possibil- 
ity of delays for some of the 
more than 16 million affected 
households, which might not be 
able to shop around for alter- 
native gas supplies to British Gas 
until the end of 19% at least. 

“When you come to look at 
nationwide competition you 
caii't do it overnight. You'll 
have to phase it in then,” said 
an Olgas spokesman. 

“One of the things we’re 
looking at is phasing it over a 
period of time. It doesn't make 
sense to do it in one big bang," 
he said. 

The spokesman said a 
timetable nad not been derid- 
ed. However, independent gas 
suppliers who compete with 

competition might start at the 
beginning of 1998 and contin- 
ue for several months. 

Mark Petterson, the manag- 
ing director of Tbtal Gas Mar- 
keting, a joint venture between 
the French oil giant and Lon- 
don Electricity, said: “We've got 
to look to the right solution, if 
Trans Co can’t cope for 16 mil- 
lion people potentially switch- 
ing from British Gas in one day. 
Nobody is looking for a delay 
apart from British Gas." 

The news increases the pres- 
sure on the electricity industry 
to adopt a similar, phased ap- 


br power supplies, planned to 
take place in one go in April 
1998. 

Ofgas yesterday confirmed 
that it was to roll ont the sec- 
ond stage of its ongoing com- 
petition trial by extending 
choice to 15 million addition- 
al homes earlier than the in- 
dustry had expected. 

More than 500,000 house- 
holds in Dorset and the former 
county of Avon will be able to 
choose their supplier from 13 
January, with up to a further 3 
million customers in Kent and 
East and West Sussex added on 
7 February. The process had 
been expected to happen in 
April 1997. 

In the first trial area, in the 
South-west, 500,000 homes 
have bad a choice of gas com- 
pany for more than four 
months. So far about 70,000 
have switched from British Gas. 

The derision to phase in the 
second stage of competition 
was welcomed by the Gas 
Consumers' Council yester- 
day. Some customers in the 
South-west had complained 
after British Gas accidentally - 
debited hundreds of pounds 
from their bank accounts when 
they switched to alternative 
companies. 


Matthew Clark chiefs position 'under review’ 


PATRICK TOOHER 

Shares in Matthew Dark, the 
cider maker and soft drinks 
group, remained in free fail yes- 
terday as investors demanded 
more information, . and - even 
some management changes, 
following Tuesday’s shock prof- 
its warning. 

Almost £20Qm, or nearly half 
of Clark's stock market value, 
has disappeared in two days of 
hectic trading since chief exec- 
utive Pieter Aikens blamed a 
new breed of ‘akopops’ and oth- 
er alcoholic lemon drinksmmed 

at younger drinkers for a slump 
in demand for its Diamond. 
White and K Oder brands and 
Babycham. 


“The further fall in the share 
price speaks volumes for the 
lack of confidence that now ex- 
ists," said one leading institu- 
tional investor. “Quite how 
sales disappeared in two 
months stretches credibility. It 
is almost unprecedented for a 
company this size.” 

' Last night the shares closed 
75 5p lower at355.5p, valuing the 
company at just over £400m. 
More than 9 million shares have 
changed hands since the profits 
warning compared with average 

daily dealings of around 40QJXX). 

Fund managers are de- 
manding more details from the 
company before addressing the 
question ofpossible boardroom 
changes. 


“Q early Mr Aikens* posi- 
tion has to be under review,’’ 
said one institution, “but we 
need to establish the facts 
before any beads roll." 

Mr Aiken has used a series 
of rights issues to pursue an ac- 
quisitions-led strategy over the 


Jritain’s second-largest cider 
maker and a leading soft drinks 
producer whose brands Indude 
Strathmore mineral water and 
Thun ton and Gayraer’s ciders. 

What is puzzling analysts and 
investors is why this deliberate 
diversificatkm policy still left the 
dark group so exposed to a sud- 
den switch during the summer 
from strong white rider toako- 
pops-The three brands affected 


by the shift in consumption- 
pattern account for about crae- 
fifth of Clark's profits. 

“There might be more to 
this than just alco-pops,” said a 
fund manager. One suggestion 
is that internal management 
targets for Taunton, the cider 
company bought by Mr Clark 
for £271m last September, bad 
been raised to unrealistic levels 
on the back of booming cider 
sales during the long, hot 
summer of 1995. 

Mr Clark has already incurred 
the wrath of fund managerelast 
TDontb when it emerged that Mr 
Aikens received a £430,000 
relocation package after the 
company moved its headquarters 
to Bristol from Guildford. 
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Gokal ‘bribed 
BCCI officers’ 


The head of an international 
shipping and trading empire 
plotted with senior officials of 
the collapsed Bank of Credit 
and Commerce International to 
syphon off millions of pounds, 
leading to its collapse and a dis- 
aster for its depositors, the Old 


the fraud, routed through bank 
accounts that Mr Gokal oon- 


GokaL 60, and his 
two brothers bad run up a 
$l-2bn (£770m) debt to the 
bank when it folded in July 1991, 
said Anthony Hacking QC, 
prosecuting. 

Mr Gokal had operated a 
massive swindle involving cor- 
rupt officials, secret global bank 
accounts, vast numbers of fake 
documents and other people's 
money to fund a lavish lifestyle, 
he alleged. 

A false document factory 
was set up in BCCl’s City of 
London headquarters in Lead- 
enhail Street to feed the fraud, 
the court heard. 

A sham financial structure 
was created “which was used as 
a screen to deceive the outside 
world as to what was really go- 
ing on between him and BCCT, 
Mr Hacking told the court. 

Mr Gokal, 60, has denied 
conspiracy to defraud and con- 
spiracy to account falsely be- 
tween 1985 and 1991. 

He ran a collection of com- 
panies from Geneva and Lon- 
don called the Gulf Group, 
according to the prosecution. 

Bribes were paid to three of 
the BCCI officers involved m 


Documents signed by 
were found by the Serious 
Fraud Office in a sale deposit 
box in the City of London 
“which showed that he and his 
two brothers owned and con- 
trolled the companies involved 
in the frauds", said Mr Hack- 
ing. 

“They show that he and his 
two brothers incurred $l-2bn of 
debt owed to BCCI. There was 
no real security. BCCI had not 
got any real security in this ex- 
traordinary situation. This was 
a major factor leading to the 
closing and collapse of BCCI. 

“We say the Gulf Group and 
Gokal himself bad a dishonest 
relationship with senior officials 
of BCCI going back to the Sev- 
enties. Within that relatioa- 
ih k Gokal and the Gulf Group 
secretly received millions upon 
millions of dollars from BCCI 
in the Eighties,” said Mr Hack- 

irin 

After the collapse, most of the 
conspirators went to P akistan 
where they were safe because 
there was no extradition treaty 
with Britain, the court heard. 

Mr Gokal also went, but in 
December 1994 caught a plane 
travelling from Pakistan to the 
United States which put down 
in Rsoldurt to refuel Mr GofcsJ 
was arrested and extradited to 
Britain- The trial is expected to 
last six months. 
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Peter Davis: *The first half of 1996 has been productive 


NLCOCUTn 

Prudential, the UK’s largest 
^urer,jj r esterdaysaid tf sptonB 

both mortgages and savings 
products were on target for a 
launch date of 1 October. 

Peter Davis, group chief ex- 
ecutive at the Pro, the 
bmkfs services would be aimed 
primarily at the company’s ex- 
isting customers. . . 

“We are pl anning to have- a 
range of mortgages available, as 
weffassevetaldMwsitaxounts, 
but because of competitive 


pressures we cannot say too 
much until the end of the 
month.” 

The £33m deve l o p ment costs 
of the Pro's new banking arm 
helped dent the insurer's half- 
year profits, which still reached 
arecoidh%bof£421m,ig>fran 
£390m in the first six months of 
last year. Mi- Davis said: “The 
fits half of 1996 has been a pro- 
dpetive. period for jus]/ We 
have grade significant progress 
in shaping the company to en- 
sure continued success-” 

Among the company’s 
growth areas, sees as key to its 


medium-term development 
• strategy, the UK delivered prof- 
its of £2Q3m, 2 per cent up on 
. last year, excluding the bank set- 
up charges. 

Sales of single premium 
products rose by '50 per cent to 
£U77bu, while regular premi- 
um contribution sales reached 
£157m, up by 15 per cent. 

Industry analysts, have tradi- 
tionally seen single premium in- 
come as less significant for 
insurers because they are ca- 
’ pabJe of fluctuating heavily. 

However, Mr Davis said: 
. “When we spoke to the analysts 


A sea change looming for Goats 


lake a company operating in mature, 
cut-throat markets, subject to hugely 
volatile raw material prices, and you 
have a pretty accurate picture of Coals 
Viyella’s struggle over recent years. It 
is, therefore, hardly surprising that the 
shares have underperformed the rest 
of the market by more than 40 per oent 

over the past five years. Like most of 
the rest of the UK textile industry. 
Coats has been tardy at addressing the 
threat from overseas competition. But 
the group has been spurred into action 
by the looming demise in 2005 of the 
multi-fibre agreement, the textiles 
trade treaty that has protected high- 
cost Western producers. 

A £55m restructuring will see a fur- 
ther massiv e Lransfer of Coats' pro- 
duction from the developed to the 
developing world. By 2000, about 40 
per cent of its clothing sales to Maries 
& Spencer - worth about £300m -will 
be coming from abroad, up from 20 per 
cent now. While that will deliver cost 
savings, Coats will still have to run to 
stand still, as yesterday’s half-year fig- 
ures to June showed. 

The 34 per cent slide in headline pre- 
tax profits to £47m was heavily im- 
pacted by the £17.2m cost of the first 
phase of the restructuring taken in the 
first half. But even without that, op- 
erating profits still slumped by a dis- 
appointing 11 per cent to £78m_ Yet 
again, the group has foiled to fire on 
all cylinders, with Brazil and Ihrkey 
turning down again after last year's con- 
tinued strong recovery from previous 
problems. Together they accounted for 
£5m of the £8 .5m downturn in pre- 
exceptional profits to £48.6m in the 
thread division, which accounts for 
close to half the group's business. 

• Evenso, bow Coats addresses its dif- 
ficulties in developed markets will be 
more important for its future. This 
year's profits will bear the full re- 
structuring cost of £55m, including 
£32m to be spent in the European 
thread operations. Cast savings should 
rise from £I0m this year to £35m by 
1998, but Coats admits that competi- 
tion will mean that only £20m to 
£25m actually hits the bottom line. 

Short-term, the prospects are look- 
ing up, led by the US and UK. Profits 
were 16 per cent ahead across the At- 
lantic, while in the UK there are dear 
signs of an end to the destocking and 
gloomy housing markets. With raw ma- 
terial prices returning to more normal 
levels, the £5m hit on costs in the first 
half should reverse into a second-half 
gainofflQm. 

“Clean” profits before exceptional 
of £15Sm this year would put the 
shares, up 35p at I64p, on a forward 
multiple of 12, assuming a 31 per cent 
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tax. With the consumer recovery pick- 
ing up next year, 1997 should be bet- 
ter for Coats - but given the 
unappealing background, the real at- 
traction is the 6.7 per cent yield. 

New enthusiasm 
for Kingfisher 

It was only 18 months ago that most of 
the C5ty was writing Kingfisher off as a 
basket case, a collection of second-line 
high street brands with serious qnestion 
marks over its management capabilities. 
Since then, the shares have appreciated 
by about 60 per cent and yesterday 
analysts were upgrading their forecasts 
for the next two years. 

Thor renewed enthusiasm for die 
group, whose interests indude B&Q, 
Woolworths, Soperdrug and Comet, 
was underpinned by a sparkling set .erf 
profits for the six months to August that 
showed good growdi in all hs chants, even 
the Daily electricals shops in France- 

After a 10 per cent rise in sales to 
£2.Sbn, profits before lax jumped 47 per 


cent to £l 09.6m, above almost every- 
one’s expectations, earnings per share 
of 1 l.7p were 43 per cent higher, and 
shareholders were rewsaded with an il 
per cent dividend hike from 4-5p to 5p. 

B&Q, which overtook Dam in the 
period to be the biggest profits con- 
tributor with £47m. (£31.8m), enjoyed 
a resurgence of interest in DTY from 
much more buoyant consumers. Good 
like-fbr-Hke growth was boosted by 
refits of the smaller supercentre stores 
and a focus on product availability. 

Attention to merchandise also 
helped Woolworths, which never 
makes modi of a profit in the relatively 

unimportant first pfl ]f htrf s till manno/»d 

an impressiv e turnaround from last 
year's £900,000 loss to a £4.6m profit 
Comet has started to claw back some 
of the ground it has lost to Dixons in 
recent years and Superdrug’s reposi- 
tioning as a health and beauty shop 
rather than a discount toiletries out- 
let seems finally to be paying off 

The important question is bowmuch 
of this good news is in die price, which 
at 671 _5p, up 6-5p, stands handsomely 
above their 400p low at the beginning 
of 1995. TOth forecasts foe about £365m 
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in the year to next January and £415m 
next year, they stand on a prospective 
p/e ratio of 17, faffing to 15. 

That represents a small discount to 
the sector, which seems a tittle harsh 
given . better-than-average growth 
prospects, rising consumer spending 
and a good, toe-hold in Europe, the 
battleground which, in the longer 
term, wQl sort out re tailing ’s winners 
and losers. Pair value. 


ABP seeks port 
in a storm 


Sir Keith Stuart, chairman of Associ- 
ated British Forts, yesterday gave 
plenty of reasons Labour should not 
extend its proposed windfall tax on pri- 
vatised utilities to the operator of 22 
UK ports, inducting Southampton, 
Hull -and Ca rtKff. Goldman Sachs 
recently included ABP in a list of 
potential victims of the proposed tax. 

Sir Keith, formerly a non-executive 
chairman of Soebo&rd, was adamant 
that ABP was neither a utility nor a 
monopoly. Hie claimed, rightly, that the. 
company faces competition at home 
and abroad, where many ports.are sub- 
sidised, and has to invest heavily to re- 
main competitive. 

The other reason the tax would be 
inappropriate was not dwelt on at any 
great length by Sir Keith - the interim 
results provided no evidence ABP is 
making the “excesave profits” Labour 
might be keen to plunder. The adverse 
share price reaction to news of a low- 
er-than-expected 8 per cent rise in in- 
terim pre-tax profits to £46.9m, 
suggested many in the City think ABP 
is not making nearly enough. 

While investors who bought into 
ABP at privatisation in the Eighties 
have -hit the jackpot, the shares have 
hovered around the 300p mark for 
almost three years. 

■ Tbday cash-generative, ABP is con- 
centrating on the less ambitious strat- 
egy of growing existing port operations 
rather than chasing acquisitions. Some 
£65m is being' spent bn developing 
Southampton alone and Sir Keith is 
confident that the fundamental at- 
tractions of the port will remain un- 
changed even if this week's merger 
between P&O's and Nedlloyd’s con- 
tainer activities sees some existing 
contracts with ABP re-negotiated. 

Broker SGST has left its full-year 
pre-tax forecast unchanged at £100m 
with the dividend seen nsing a penny 
to Tip. On a forward p/e of 15, the 
shares, down lOp to 295p, yield only 
3.2 percent. Unexciting. 


some were sceptical. But we do 
not think that is the case. Our 
view s that this ts what cus- 
tomers want now. - 
. "What they are doing.has a 
solid imderfying sense. They do 
not want to take on tong-term 
commitments but prefer .to 
mylrp- a single contribution 
when they have the resources. 

. “When they feel they have the 
resources they wiD come back 
again. We are quite happy with 
that approach.” 

Mercantile & General, the 
reinsurer which die Pro re- 
cently announced it was selling 


to Swiss Re for £l-75m, con- 
tributed mm to group profit 

in the first six mouths of the 

y£ I)fisnite this contribution^ , Mr 
Davis restated his new that 

there were “no fflgmficant op- 

at. »»/< rfro h*<rir. svnermes 


are interested in fiuykjS 
a building 

banewort -J*-; 


between M&G and our other 

businesses” . 

The sale of M&G, together 
with a much smaller Dutch op- 
eration, Prudential Leven, gwes 
the Pro a £1 .8bn war chest to 
fund future acquisitions. 

Mr Davis said the company 
wanted to buy a mortgage 



boost stake abroad 


MATHEW HORSMAN 

Independent Newspapers, the 
media company controlled by 
Dr Tbuy.OTteiBy, could move 
this year to increase its direct 
stake in its Australian and New 
Zealand associate companies, 
□ring the proceeds of a previ- 
ously announced It£106m rights 
issue. ' 

The option was under active 
consideration, Brendan Hop- 


terday, commenting on the 
company's interim profits. 

Independent could also bid 
for the 47 regional newspaper 
titles befog sold by United News 
& Media, Lord Hollkk’s print 
and television media i 
. The acquisitive 
struck as half J 

its improved by 28 per cent to 


was 


its and csculatioa pN at the 
company’s core IrisB titles. The 


interi m dividend was lifted 12 
percent to 23p, and the shares 
rose 5p to 30/Jp. 

Overseas, the results were 
particularly strong in South 
Africa and Australia, where In- 
dependent owns a stake in Aus- 
tralian Provincial Newspapers 
and ARN, the radio network 

Mr Hopkins said that mod- 
erating newsprint prices, as well 
as a buoyant advertfsmgmaifcet 
in the UK, helped reduce loss- 
es at Newspaper Publishing, in 
which Independent has a 46 per 
cent stake. Newspaper Publish- 
ing owns the Independent and 
the Independent on Sunday , and 
saw operating losses decune in 

the first six months of the year 
to £7m, from £12.6m last time. 

The company intends to pur- 
sue new television and radio 
licences in South Africa. But Mr 
Hopkins ruled out investments 
in foe L 
sector. 


UK commercial radio 


In Brief 


• H* prospect of an increase fo US interestiates later dusmonth 
sent US Treasury bonds lower yesterday but helped the dollar 
past the ¥110 level for the first time since mid-July and briefly 
rise above DM131. Janet YeDen, a Federal Reserve governor, 
said the economy looked vulnerable to inflation. The Fed's “Beige 
Book" summary of the economy said inflation indicators were 
inconclusive but there were upward pressures on wages. 

• Trinity International Holdings, the regional newspaper pub- 
lisher, announced sharply higher pre-tax profits of £23 .8m, a rise 
of 79 per cent, reflecting for foe first time its acquisition of Thom- 
son’s non -Scottish regional titles in January. Turnover doubled 
to £165 _3m. The company is stfll in an acquisitive mood, having 
looked at Caledonian Pu blishing and Westminister Press this year. 
It. is believed to be interested in the regional titles put up for sale 
last month by United News & Media. 

• Classic SM, the national radio station, issued a writ against 
NTL. the transmission company, claiming damages of £3m. The 
radio station claimed NIL bad not worked hard enough to change 
the terms of its contract with foe BBC, under which NTL and 
foe BBC share transmission sites. Under that contract, NIL charges 
third parties a pet-user fee for access to BBC masts, which are 
also used to cany BBC's Radio 1^3, and 4. Classic FM, there- 
fore, pays 50 per cent of the costs for a single service, while foe 
BBC pays 50 per cent for four radio services. 

• Garth Riley, chief executive of Tdspec, the troubled telecom- 
munications equipm ent maker, is to step down to head the com- 
pany’s European subsidiary. His demotion, which follows foe 
departure of former finance director Russell Woolley earlier in foe 
year, came as the group confirmed that it had plunged to a £6m 
loss in foe six months to June, after profits of £4-27m last time. 

• Christie’s International, the auctioneers, is raising its interim 
dividend by 85 percent to 1 2p after profits raced up 57 per cent 
to £15 Sm in foe six months to June. 
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Buoyant 
Mirror 
set to 
expand 

MATHEW HORSMAN 

Media Editor 

Mirror Group yesterday 
vowed to expand further in 
media businesses, including 
newspapers and television, as it . 
reported interim pre-tax prof- m 
it£ before exceptional costs, of 
£39m and improved cash flow. 

David Montgomery, chief ex- 
ecutive, sakt “Minor Group has 
outperformed other newspa- 

~ - * — m ahwnhinir a IS 


per cent increase in newsprint 
costs. The quality of these re- 
sults confirms Mirror Group as 
an efficiently tun media business 
capable of further expansion-' 7 

He expressed regret that the 
group had failed to win the re- 
cent bidding war for Westmin- 
ster Press, the regional 
newspaper group, but said he 
would look at other newspaper 
acquisitions “as and when they 
become available”. 

The Westminster Press bid 
had been mounted in league 
with Independent Newspapers, 
Dr Tony O’Reilly’s media 
group, and Mr Montgomery 
said foe two companies could 
work together in the future. 

Independent Newspapers 
and Mirror Group each controls 
46 percent of Newspaper Pub- 
lishing, which owns the Inde- 
pendent and the Independent on 
Sunday. * 

Mirror Group newspapers, s/ 
led by foe Daily Minor and the 
Sunday Mirror, reported oper- 
ating profits of £55.2m in the 
first six months of 19%, with 
margins roughly stable at 20 per 
cent “That puts us at foe top 
end of the market,” Mr Mont- 
gomery said. 

Shareholders will receive a 
123 per cent increase in foe in- 
terim dividend to 135p. Mirror 
Group’s shares closed 6.5p 
higher at 207p yesterday. 

Live TV, the group's cable 
television channel, was ahead of 
budget Mr Montgomery said, 
and would be at break even by 
1999. He added that indepen- 
dent consultants had put a 
value of £50m-£90m on foe 
channel, and that the stock 
market was underestimating 
foe power of foe Live TV brand. 


Hotel breaks with 



THE INDEPENDENT 


2 nights for the price of 1 


T he Independent and the Independent on 
Sunday would like to invite you to take a 
hotel break and enjoy two nights for foe 
price of one. 

Simply pay for one night’s bed and breakfast 
and you will get the next night, inducting 
breakfast, free. Prices are based on two people 
sharing a double or twin room. 

All the participating hotels are members of foe 
Minotel consortium and many will allow you to 
enjoy a longer stay on foe same basis; pay for 
two nights and stay for four, for example. You 
can check this with your chosen hotel when you 
make your initial reservation. 

There are 70 Minotel hotels participating in 
this offer, all of which are located in England, 
Ireland, Scotland and 'Whies. -All foe hotels 
offer top-class comfort and pride themselves 
on providing a personal service that many larg- 
er establishments cannot match. This Friday is 
The Independent we will print a fist of all foe 
participating Minotel hotels with a brief de- 
scription of each- 

Pictured today is Derry hale Hotel in Dundalk, 
Co. Louth, Ireland, where a twin or double 
room will cost you £80 for one night 

How to Qualify 

Tb qualify for your 2 for 1 break, you must 
collect three differently numbered tokens from 
foe seven we are printing in The Independent 
and foe Independent on Sunday and attach 
than to foe voucher which is printed today. 
Then follow the booking procedure detailed on 
this page. Also printed today is foe confinna- 
ton booking form. You oafy need to fill this in 
if you are not paying by credit card- Today we 
print "token 6; Tbken 7 wifl be printed in 
tomorrow’s Independent 



Tsrms and Cond&bms 

L To pxztidpaie in our 2 Soil offs? you mas <xA~ 

Jert3tEffiaenlJriiiBri*iedtobos«idsltadiihem 

to a voucher wtiklj wjn be printed cm Tttnsday 12 
Seraa nb cr along with aco roiTni aiioabodQng tom. 

2. Tte voucher may be redeemed at any panic, 

fn amw Mioowl hotel (from the ftoiel list priur- 
edfelue Independent cn Friday 13 September) 
for one ftee nj&t’sbed and ineafefrst far two peo- 
ple in a standard twin or doable bedded room 
when (be first sight's bed sod breakfast is pre- 
pozdased at the price Indicated. ' 

3. Some hotels, at the proprietor's discretion, will 
accept the toucher for longer stays on the same 
basis, so voa can slay for 4 nights tor the price of 
2 for example. Please check with your cboseo ho- 
tel when making your booking. 

4. TbevoudKrdoesn«co«Ttw5 , nieM foraoyotb- 
er mcab or service that may he requested ly the 

hakteraorfcamBK be nsedwtlb any other offer, sav* 

iag or discount that maybe availaWe at the hotel 

5. One child, under ibe age of 12yeait at the time 
of booking and <h»nnp a room with two adults 
win be ar mrTTrtnodai eti free erf Charge bet afl meals. 


indndiag breakfast, will be chargeable. 

6. The descriptions aodpriew contained in ibis 
offer have been supplied by participating hotels. 
Wide wry effort his been made to ensure their 
accoracy poar to poNkarita, do ntsppnsfofli'ty can 
be taken by Ne w s pap e r Publishing pfc. Charter. 
bouseAtnQtxmsarMisOteiforaayemir.aiBo- 
soos or changes that may take place afterwards 
without notice. 

7. No bookings will be accepted Cor Bank bob- 


boJders” as some bolds may have standard or su- 
perior rooms available at normal rales when their 
allocation of 2 for 1 rooms is fuU. 

2. All bookings must be ptxspaid and resevatioiB 
can he confirmed over tnc tcfcpbone by credit card 
holders at most hotels. 



8. AiboBkaaaaiDstbe made no more (baa sixweefa 
in advance of your proposed date of arrival 

9. Vcmcheis are valid from 1 October. 1996 • 30 
/tori 1997. 

10. Vouchm must be surrendered on arrival at 
the hotel and caa be used on one occasion only, 
j 2. Photocopies of tokens and vouchers ore not 
acceptable. 

Booking Procedure 

1. All bookings must be made by telephone di- 
rectwith each mdividnal hotel. Callers must iden- 
tify themselves as “Independent 2 for 1 voucher 


1 keep open for^ 48 fours pend- 
ing receipt of the confirmation booking fmm and 
payment which will be acknowledced by the ho- 
teTon the day it is received. If you do not receive 
sura an actawwlcdiyfflent wimtn seven days, you 
are advised to contact the hoicL 
4. No-shows ar cancellations bis than 14 days pri- 
or to the anticipated date of arrival at the hotel 
will render the voucher invalid and the holder ii- 

ship frrr mvmnni i«s r«.ll f— _i . 



I bookings made under ibis promotion «*. 
subject to availability and to ihe selected hotel's 
own terms and conditions, except where those con- 
dnions may differ from these m which case these 
conditions shall prevail. 



the independent 

Confirmation Booking Form 
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I 

I 

I 

I 
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Data of arrival . 


Data of departure . 
Tbtal number ot nights accommodation required 
Number of nights to bs | 

@ the price of £. 


per room per night = £ 


I enclose my cheque no 

Signed 

Address 


Tel No: 


tor the above amount 
Name . 
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Reuters eloquence speaks volumes to taxman 
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\} n lhcr face of in Reuters has chosen an 

^unnecessarily complicated way of rc- 
juniing money to shareholdeis with its spe- 
aj dividend share. The more you think about 
the deverer it looks. SBC War- 
thL * * nv «*#nient hank that helped draw 
S p ‘g proposal, has an even better word for 
!! ^r°? UUIir ’ ** bow they like to describe 
it round there. Whether the Inland Revenue 
UQ .“f 11 ^ltc so clever is another thing. 

uyer the past three years the Revenue 
riu ” ave out !o bie tune of well over 
i inn as a result of the various wheezes the 
t-Uy has dreamt up (a enable big tax-exempt 
. nareholders like pension funds to claim a 
i “ScredJt on any corporate distribution over 
and above ordinary dividends. Fust wc had 
the off-marfcct tender offer (Reuters again, 
that one), then the enhanced scrip dividend, 
then the share buy-back, or “on-market 
agency cross” to use the technical jargon. 

there is an even newer technology to 
add to the armoury, the special dividend 
share. All these schemes vary a little in their 
underlying commercial purpose, but the 
effect is always the same; they enable the big 
pension funds to claim a 20 per cent tax 
credit on ail the extra money paid out. 

You can argue about the morality, the pros 
and cons, and the mechanics of this until the 
cows come home, but the basic point 
remains the same - well over £lbn that 
would otherwise be lying in the public purse 
to be spent on such obviously deserving 
national causes as the Euronghtcr and 


Britain s burgeoning social security budget, 
has ended up with City pension fund man- 
agers. While many of us might think the pen- 
sions industry a rather better home for the 
money than the politicians, the Revenue 
must none the Jess be getting mighty pissed 
off. Sure, the law allows companies to do 
this. But you can bet your hoots they 
wouldn't be paying out their cash on quite 
this scale were it not for the fact that the only 
loser in the process seems to be the poor old 
Inland Revenue. The law was surely never 
designed with this eventuality in mind. 

The Reuters scheme has added a new 
dimension to the debate. Reuters c laims it 
would have done a share buy-back but for 
the fact that American securities law is 
incompatible with a buy-back that would 
allow institutions the tax benefits. So it has 
chosen this route, which has the added 
attraction of allowing the 37 .5 p- a -share 
special distribution to be spread over three 
years. The other point of the special dividend 
share is that the extra income becomes 
divorced from the company, like an annu- 
ity or a split capital trust. All very eloquent. 

But the real eloquence seems to lie in an 
area which Reuters is none loo keen to trum- 
pet -the way it allows all shareholders, tax- 
able and tax-exempt alike, to benefit from 
the lax credit. What Reuters is doing is secu-’ 
raising the extra dividends in a special div- 
idend share. When traded, this share can 
thus be expected to reflect the value of the 
dividends to a non-tax-paying fund; they 


ought to trade somewhere between the 
gross and the net value of the dividends. As 
a result ordinary tax-paying shareholders 
will share in the benefits of non-tax-payers. 
Mraam, the men in bowler hats round at 
Somerset House must be thinking. 

Bonsuses regardless 
at Morgan 


of pounds in bonuses to its fund management 
staff early next year. 

Like Barings, where ING had to pay 
bonuses regardless of Nick Leeson’s losses, 
the value of a company such as Morgan 
Grenfell Asset Management rests not just 
on brand name and diem lists, but on the 
expertise and contacts of the employees too. 
The best people win be suing ducks for 
poachers n they receive no bemuses when 
they are due to be paid next February or 
March, 

The purist would none the less argue that 
no bonuses should be paid, indeed that to 
pay (hem merely encourages the lack of col- 
legiate responsibility and sloppiness that 
allowed Peter Young to flourish. Morgan’s 
bonus system is not miked to the short-term 
performance of individual funds, but is 
based on a rolling assessment of profits over 
several years plus a discretionary element for 


individual performance. So far, the cost to 
Deutsche of Peter Young’s investment mys- 
tery tour is £180m, the amount injected into 
the funds. That figure represents seven 
years* profits for the fund m a n age m ent arm, 
and it is also equivalent to a year's profit for 
the whole Morgan GxenfeD group. 

The cost is almost certain to rise, when 
compensation to investors and regulatory 
fines are thrown into the pot. On any rea- 
sonable view, Morgan Grenfell Asset Man- 
agement executives should be left without 
sweeteners until past the milleniuin. Obvi- 
ously, that is not going to happen, for if 
Deutsche were to do this it would soon have 
no business at all. 

All the same Deutsche must be wonder-* 
mg about a system which, though it boasts 
a collegiate structure of control, has every- 
one running for the door the moment they 
are required ro talke real monetary respon- 
sibility for their colleagues’ misdemeanours. 

Twitchy days at 
the National Grid 

ISlfessor Stephen Littlechild decides just 
how hard to clobber the electricity trans- 
mission industry and the boys around at the 
National Grid are starting to get twitchy. 

In their formal response to the Profs pro- 
posed new price controls they have at last 
managed to generate sufficient rage to utter 


the phrase “expropriation”. That’s more like 
it. This is the kind of language guaranteed 
to get institutional shareholders hot under 
the collar and it has worked. 

Funds owning nearly a third of the shares 
have written to the watchdog warning him 
to bade off otherwise they will tell the Grid 
to go to the Monopolies and Mergers Com- 
mission. Mobilising shareholder support is 
now a familar tactic among regulated 
monopolies at the wrong end of price 
reviews. British Gas got Sids to write in by 
the sackful bleating about Clare Spottis- 
woode’s treatment of TransCo. 

Sadly, it had precious little effect on her 
final proposals. Notwithstanding the higher 
calibre of the Grid's correspondents, it 
should not count on doing any better. Even 
as they stand, the price controls would 
shave only £4 off the average bill and 
require annual efficiency gains of no more 
than 4 per cent. So he is unlikely to be in the 
mood to make big concessions. 

In any event the Grid and the Prof appear 
to be nudging closer together on valuation 
and estimates of efficiency gains. True, this 
is partly down to the depressing effect his 
initial proposals have had on the Grid's 
shares. The “market-based” value of it reg- 
ulated assets, even if both sides agree the 
telecoms business Energis is worth nothing, 
is £4bn. The Grid may have less to lose than 
BT or British Gas from going to the MMC. 
But it should not count on the threat 
extracting more than a token concession. 
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Hanson backs EU I Unemployment figures hit five-year low 


works councils 


BARRIE CLEMENT 
and JOJO MOVES 

Hanson Group, one of the Con- 
servative Party 5 biggest financial 
backers, yesterday ignored the 
Govenunent’s opt-out from the 
Maastricht Treaty and included 
British workers in plans for 
European works councils. 

Initially reluctant to establish 
European-wide systems of con- 
sultation for employees, Han- 
son has decided lo create 
councils in its operating com- 
panies before a deadline expires 
in 10 days. Big multi-nationals 
must set up such structures by 
22 September or lace imposition 
from Brussels. 

The opt-out from the treaty 
would have allowed the com- 
v pany to exclude UK employees, 
but the board has decided to 
-include them. ■ • - 

All 27_ British-based multi- 
nationals which have so far 
announced plans for works 


councils have failed to take ad- 
vantage of the escape clause 
negotiated by John Major. 
Companieswitb 1,000 employ- 
ees in the EU and 150 in two 
member states have to set up 
councils. 

Referring to a council set up 
at Hanson Brick, Allan Black, 
national officer at the GMB 
general union, said be was 
pleased the group had “recog- 
nised the value of this interna- 
tional dialogue”. He said the 
company had accepted that 
workers and managers could 
solve many issues and problems 
before they arose. 

“Works councils are now an 
established form of industrial re- 
lations. The Government can 
barely continue with their ‘opt- 
out 7 when Tbiy flagships such as 
Hanson are signing Euro deals 
with the GMB.”- • 

According to the conglom- 
erate's latest reports and ac- 
counts, a donation of £100.000 


was made in the year to last 
September 1995. 

A spokesman for Hanson 
said that derisions to establish 
consultation processes under 
the European directive had 
been made by individual oper- 
ating companies. He was un- 
aware that the group had 
changed its mind on the issue. 

In a statement Hanson Brick 
said its employee forum would 
focus principally on the com- 
pany’s performance and over- 
all strategy. 

Matters to be discussed might 
include changes in corporate 
structure, the economic and 
financial situation and the com- 
petitive position. Also to be re- 
vealed at the works council 
would be important plans for 
production, sales and employ- 
ment Representatives on the 
council would also be informed 
about health and safety, train- 
ing policy, new products and the 
environment. 


DIANE COYLE 

Economics Editor 

The number of people claiming 
unemployment benefit fell tty 
15,600 in August to the lowest 
level for more than five years 
and the summer saw a big in- 
crease in employment Yet un- 
derlying earnings growth 
remained unchanged in July for 
the sixth month running. 
However, unemployment 
measured by the quarterly 


Labour Force Survey, which 
uses the internationally-ac- 
cepted definition, showed an in- 
crease of 11,000 in the three 
months to May. 

Ministers have not decided 
whether to accept the recom- 
mendation of independent ex- 
perts to in traduce a monthly 
LFS, according to the Treasury. 
Meanwhile the divergence be- 
tween the two unemployment 
measures left economists di- 
vided yesterday about whether 


there was any risk of earnings 
growth picking up soon. 

The headline claimant count 
has fallen for six months run- 
ning, taking the level of unem- 
ployment to 2.1 million and the 
unemployment rate to 7_5 per 
cent - both the lowest since 
March 1991. Employment 
jumped by 1 18,000 in the three 
months to June following a 
drop of 23,000 during the pre- 
vious three months. 

Three quarters of the new 


jobs in April-June were full 
time, and higher employment in 
services more than compen- 
sated for a small decline in man- 
ufacturing. 

A further signal of strength 
in the jobs market was an in- 
crease in the number of vacan- 
cies at Jobcentres, to the highest 
for seven-and-a-balf years. 
However, official statisticians 
warned the level was exagger- 
ated by the introduction of a 
computer system which had re- 


duced the number of job place- 
ments. 

There was additional comfort 
about inflation prospects in the 
latest figure for underlying 
average earnings growth, which 
remained at 3.75 per cent. 

The pace of increase in man- 
ufacturing was unchanged at 4.0 
per cent, compared to 4.25 per 
cent a year earlier. In services 
it was 3.75 percent, up from 33 
per cent the previous month and 
25 per cent a year earlier. 


Future of Co-operative Bank is virtually assured 


JILL TREANOR 

Banking Correspondent 

Co-operative Bank, which 
prides itself on its ethical 
stance, will close its branches 
by the end of the century and 
replace them with booths in 
which customers will talk to 
staff through a video-link. 

By the end of this year, the 
bank will have closed 10 per 
cent of its branches. “It's part 
of our cost savings, moving 


from the old way of banking 
to . the new,” said Terry 
Thomas, managing director. 

The bank, wholly owned by 
the Co-operative Wholesale 
Society, yesterday said its in- 
terim profits were a record 
£25. 1m, up 24 per cent. Mr 
Thomas believed the closure of 
100 or so branches would not 
lead to redundancies because 
the staff would be deployed in 
the bank’s expanding tele- 
phone banking sector. 


A few staff will be needed 
for the video-links and to vis- 
it the new “tardis”-like outlets, 
of which there are likely to be 
around 100. 

The move to cut costs is part 
of the Co-op Bank’s aim to 
slash its ratio of costs to in- 
come, which at 75 per cent is 
much higher than other insti- 
tutions in its sector. • 

Most other banks arc ex- 
ploring ways (o cut costs 
through branch closures but 


the Co-op’s plans go one stage 
further. 

All of its 2 million retail 
customers are given access to 
telephone banking, and Mr 
Thomas said the bank was in- 
creasing telephone access for 
its corporate clients. 

He became managing di- 
rector in 1988, at a time when 
many banks were beginning to 
face up to the reality of mount- 
ing bad debts. His answer was 
to “go back to basics”, pulling 


out of mortgage lending and 
concentrating on selling an 
ethical approach to banlong. 

Yesterday the bank launched 
a national poster campaign to 
hammer home the message 
that it takes this approach 
seriously. 

Mr Thomas said the bank 
recently refused a potentially 
lucrative account from a big 
unnamed water company be- 
cause it was one of the sector's 
worst polluters. 
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A revolution in the 
education marketplace 

Starting 10th October 1996 
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Plenty. 

When you cany the American Express Charge Card, 
yeni take with you the knowledge that voa 
have 'Coverage 1 * for some wry important things- 
Such as compensation for lost or delayed luggage 
Coverage for the cost of food and accommodation 
incurred for scheduled Sights that get delayed for four 
horns or more. 1,700 Travel Service locations** 
worldwide ready to help you with advice and 
arrangements. Our Global Assist service, which can 
refer you to an English-speaking doctor or lawyer 
virtually anywhere in the world, twenty-four hours a 
day. All these, and many more, designed to replace 
concern with confidence. 

To find out how wo can help you 

do mom, call now; 

0800700 767 
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Oil shares gush as tension in 


Iraq boosts crude price 

• * . «m,res today 
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3905* 6^10- qjv disturbed the stock mar- with the two leading indices 

jjefs slumber: The deepening forced to give ground m mm 
tension in Iraq pushed the -.trading. 
crude price sharply higher, Thorn, the rental ade of the 

orompSng the predictable old Thorn EMI combmatwn, 
bnee-jerk reaction among oil suffered the 
duties. The latest eraxwnter in- . atiou of being lacked out of 
creases the -risk Lo the Wesfs Footsie at the fiist call over. A 
oil sureties at a time foe mide place had to be 
market fc experiencing its nor- casYarity and Thom^ pOOT 

Swint^bSS-up. performan^smeethe de- 

The Iraqi flare up has al- xpei^ermadeittheobvioitfca 
ready ended, for the foresee- snalty. The iBQ^ 
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Executive leg draws BT’s old seadogs 

usiness & People 

after the float, while brother 

■hoy, me hearties’ The is Charlie has his own stock- 

crews taking pan fn Vh, £° e off from BX he adds. broking bouse. Peel Hum. 

Hind the world yacht ran* Many other senior business- _ 

Jonsored bv BT 9 » ; ■ men have nlnmneri f»r th/> ^ WSW 1 ; Hall, managi ng three 


business 


: Ahqy, me hearties! The 14 

■ boat crews taking Dart m ti> n 
round the world yS 
^ledtyBT^ein^ir 
tefoSffE® ° f P^ration, 

pastes®-** 

. end of the month. 

I tssjssssissp 

■ a 1,031 for one of the 

tegs, between Wellington b 

2 S^ dandS ^ 

^ss&srsas- 

foot yacht out of Port Ham- 
- We on the South Coast 
‘Tm the sort of Godfather 
< to the BT Global Chal- 

' ^ h L says * refemng to 

■ ^5 race. He persuaded the 

Jf\ to sponsor the race after 
. British Steel subbed the first 
• one four years ago. 

Fourteen different compa- 
nies are sponsoring each 

boat, including Courtaulds 
and Group 4. Many of the 
crews have never sailed be- 
fore, although all the cap- 
tains are professionals. 

“We had 2,000 applicants 
when we advertised 30 crew 


* erase. It costs each crew 
member £18,000 to go, or 
£5,000 for a single leg 
Dr Rudge says that he is 
doing the Tasman Sea lee be- 
cause it is the briefest, at 
only nine weeks. It would be 
impossible to get any more 

Foreign Exchange Rates 

Strafing . fv 


uusmess- 

men have plumped for the 
same section of the race, 
prompting one cynical s ea - 
dog to dub it “the chief exec- 
utives leg . 

^b® 1 ]* P®® 1 ’ chief executive 
of Thistle Hotels, which is 
about to float, has come a 
long way since he left Eton 
aged 16. Now 49, Mr Peel 
has carved out a profile for 
temself in the hotel industry, 
not least by driving a fl ash 
Cadillac for the last 19 years. 

Mr Peel is a descendant of 
the 19th century prime min- 
ister Robert Peel, who in- 
vented the British bobby. 

The family of the present 
day Mr Peel ran businesses 
in Egypt until they were 
kicked out by Nassar in 1956. 

After school young Robert 
toured the great hotels of 
Europe, picking up valuable 
experience, and ended up 
running the old-style Quagli- 
uo’s in London in 1970, 
while in his early twenties. 

Then he teamed up with 
his brother Charlie, a stock- 
broker then working for 
Fielding Newson Smith, and 
in 1976 they had their big 
break. -The famed Jim Slater 
was on his uppers, and sold a 
chunk of Mount Charlotte 
Investments to the brothers. 

Robert became chief exec- 
utive and used it as a vehicle, 
selling off its milk bars and 



Messing about in boats: Alan Rudge has settled for one leg of the odyssey 


tired seaside hotels. Then in 
1989 he succumbed to the 
mania of the time and 
bought Thistle hotels from 
Scottish & Newcastle for 
£645m. 


Interest rates doubled and 
Sir Ron Brierley swooped. 
The New Zealander bought 
the company, but Robert 
survived as chief executive. 
Sir Ron in turn was eject- 


country 

us 

Canada 
Germany 
France 
Italy 
Japan 
ECU 
BeHJum 
Denmark 
. Netherlands 
Ireland 
Norway 
Speh 
: Sweden 
.Switzerland 
Austrafa' 
Hong Kong 


-New Zealand' 
Sauf Arab* 
Singapore 


Spat 1 month 
15547 5-3 

2.1302 71 -S 

23473 52-46 
SUTM 61-04 
23674 4363 
17141 75-70 
12396 0-11 

43351 11-S 

90422 15S-TB 
23303 65-57 
03663 7-3 

10065 12050 
mtl 21-31 
1Q4I7 05 

10177 54-46 
19404 2031 
12021 101-61 
33877 00 

22291 4357 
56309 00 

21929 00 


3moatti» 

6-3 

5037 

150-142 

397-367 

142-166 

225-218 

4540 

31-26 

440235 

B7-1* 

30-14 

3X1-200 

6856 

1-9 

165-B2 

57-85 

224-170 

00 

133-156 

03 

03 


father Spot Rates 


COtxdry Storing Dollar Country Sfleifcg ' * Dote 

Argentina 15550 09999- Mgeria -124727 *.-802000- 

Auatria 105175 Oman 05988 

Brad 15838 10S4 Pakistan 574382 

China 129184 83053 PWppines 406396 

Egypt 52899 34036 Portugal 340S» - 

Finland 73029 45672 Qatar 56596 • 

Ghana 261727 168400 Russia • 836542 • 

Greece 373823 910370 South Africa 807S1 

Mb 554250 356500 Taiwan 427587 

Kuwait 04687 02001 UAE 57122 

' Forward rates quoted hljji to low are at a decant aiblrect Horn apex rate 
rate quoted low to Mgh are at a prsmun: add to spot rate 

* Dolor rates quoted as radprocala 
For tt» tales) foreign aobange raw caB 0891 123 3033 
Cate cost 38p par marts (cheep rate) 48p rttw times. 


09999 - Algeria 
116312 Oman 

1084 Pakistan 


34036 Portugal 

45672 Qatar 

88400 Russia 

310370 South Af 

356500 Taiwan 


M b) W 


PWppbes 408396 262800 

Portugal 940 SV . 154570 

Qatar 56596 • 3846 

Russia ' 836542 - 537900 

South Africa 697S1 44850 

Taiwan 427587 274940 

UAE 57102 36730 


| Interest Rates 






UK 

Germany 


US 


•Japan 


Base 575% 

Dfaccunl 

250% 

Fttne 

676% 

Discount 

050% 

France 

Lombard 

450% 

Discount 

500% 

Baigium 


WarvwjU cr 355% 

Canada 


fed Finds 

525% 

Discount 

250% 

Italy . 

Prtno 

700% 

Spain 


Cartrei 

300% 

Discount &25% 

Cfecounf 

500% 

KFQay Hapo 725% 

Swkztatond f 

NfttHertamta 

Danmark 


Swedsn 


Discount 

150% 

Advances £50% 

Decant 

325% 

Repo (Aw) 

515% 

Lombard 

«fiS% 

Bond Yields 




reac Mri«»nn nun 

Country or yWdw iok 

yield % 

Country 

Syr yield* lOyr 

yWd» 

UK 71% 

725 7 ft* 

T3Z 

Nstfwtands 8W* 

5.9 81% 

e® 

US BW 

872 85% 

695 

Spota 

tdo% 

780 tU5% 

658 

Japan 551% 

Z zr 31% 

300 

m, 

9'A% 

665 SMS 

32S 

Austrata BW. 

7£2 «% 

an 

BekM" 

5% 

522 7% 

654 

Gonnony 53St% 

&ZT B2Sf% 

630 

Sweden 

13% 

7X6% 789 


France SVA 

547 725% 

332 

ECU OAT 

. 8% 

sea rut. 

681 

IMtei in Mi iMtacdhaM 


laaoMadnad 
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ed from Brierley Invest- 
ments, which stm owns 70 
per cent of Thistle, the rest 
going to the Singapore gov- 
ernment Robert will still 
oversee the “Thistle-isation" 
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Robin managing direc- 
tor of CINven, is still smart- 
ing after his beloved 
Arsenals 3-2 defeat at the 
hands of Borussia Monche- 
nglatfoacta this week. 

He’s attempted to cheer 
himself up by hiring a new 
director, four new invest- 
ment managers and a mar- 
keting manager far the 
venture capital group. 

Since the management of 
CINven bought out the com- 
pany from British Coal last 
October it has broadened its 
business, says Mr Han. The 
firm needs new blood for its 
spankjngnew Old Broad 
Street offices in the City. 

Along with a new £2O0m 
buyout fund which CINven is 
raising comes this dutch of 
appointments. The new <& 
rector is Yagnish Chotai, cur- 
rently deputy managing 
director of Gresham Trust. 

The four investment man- 
agers, all qualified accoun- 
tants and all under 30, are: 
David Barker, senior finan- 
cial analyst with Morgan 
Crucible; Stuart McAlpine, 
who moves from the acquisi- 
tion finance arm of Royal 
Bank of Scotland; Gordon 
Moore, formerly a corporate 
financier with SBC Warburg: 
and Dominic Murphy, who 
was an investment executive 
at 3L 

John Willcock 
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England’s 
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to players 

TVw»lipw mrvststr 


Pugbv Union 


England’s defiant internation- 
al squad have been warned to 
attend next week’s tranung^ 
son after boycotting the Sale* 
the season to favour of a meet- 

i”8 called^ the 


away and I believe most strong- 
lv that the players want to play 
for England, they dorftwant to 
be caught to the crossfire. 

He admitted that the selec- 
tors would choose an Englan d 
team from outside the top two 
divisions if the dispute cannot 
be settled. “In the doomsday 
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the season m ravuu. “ be settled, in me aoamsu»y 

ing called by the English fto- scenario? ^ would have to 
fessional Rugby pick the best that was available 

ThfipIayerswiUsta^a^t £ England." he said. “We 

together at the end ot tnis wee* u h™» m keen mterna- 

(•liihs' nreani 


together at me ew u. 

with their dubs’ organisation as 

the internal row rombles on de- 
.i of the rivi 


the internal row ™no»» 
spite the settlement of the Fwe 
Nations feud. They will decide 
Km qhnut future reta- 


in E.ng»aim, 

would have to keep interna- 
tional representative sides go- 
ino. I don't believe it would ever 
come to that. There is too 
much pride, too much heart in 

. . ' r r Mnctnmv 
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was cancelled, lnsteau, ui n-Neilh said ne woukj 
squad attended ^ meeting English counterparts in abid 

Epruc at which tbey. a S I ^ d ^ delude the match on their 
iWk ‘^nsion for the ^schedule. 

Amalia, who have already 

mpiciG UlVM.^ 1 - r - : A a T~ 

the RFL 
Division 


future". That vision involved ^ have already 

Sj« -complete todependence troni Tests against Ireland, 

th £ the RFU by Fust and Second g^tland dunng their 

^ D™?. 0 ” t"? 5 - reluc- eight-week European »* «; 



not be so lenient if a second 
squad session is disrupted. 

The RFU secretary, Tony 
HalletL said: “I’m expecting 
Asm to turnup- 1 bellow Epnic 

made a serious gesture last 
time. They wanted to make it 
clear to us that, when they 
were talking about a breakaway, 
HSv were serious. They are 
putting a considerable amount 
of investment into the playing 

strengths of thfc country Md 

Mr-r-io-nitinn. We 


waies auu owm***- — _ 

eight-week Europ^w^ an- 
nounced on Tuesday thatth^ 
would play England on 7 De- 
cember But the Four Home 
Unions Tour Committee chan- 
man. Ray Williams, dismissed 
the announcement, saying it 
was too late to change the tour 
schedule. O'Neill, who is keen 
for the Wallabies to complete 
. ■ a . Clnm tnur smee 



VVelsh ar© 

relegate 

to save 
fed faces 

nugpyj & ?^ u - 

HSflEHADRE^ 


taking a ***&: ^ 
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'■ FrmD >h^ would have been 

^ 'SM^tniny in Super 


1984, said: “The Kugpy 
Union has gpt a meeting on Fri- 
day where they are gpmg to con- 
sider the matter." 

Ireland's match against Aus- 
tralia has been brought wr- 


Mike Blake/Reuter 

^ bes ^ — — — - — — 


strengths of this cmmir/ ^^f^toBNovetriber. 

K1S& 2»*:J5PSSS £ 

for players aredue out iJbw^ jWjy Union for one of 

Oubs don’t know^ nor do ^^^thatbadbeenal- 

players,whatwfflbeonthe^le. ^ to Ireland for the tour. 

U-s a lot better than last; y^r. ^Surrendered the fixture 

Hallett is also confident about J”L^S£dAandtheVftl- 

sorting out the Epruc dispute. ^ ^ Novem ber and fa 

saying: “The doves i may be : off match against 

sSsssEsRfffi ssa*~~ 


up in Phnaoeipnia- — 

Wales tor^ve andfor^to 

tnal negotiations with Scott are 

nn^nina and we hope they will 


Whies finally forgave the play- 
20 turned their bads on 


era who iuruou mvu ~ — 

rugby union for northern moo- 
e7by including four former 
league internationals in a squad 
of 35 announced yesterday. 

Swansea's Scott Gibbs and 
Stuart Evans, David Youngof 
Cardiff and Bath’s Richard Web- 
ster were all given the chance to 


resurrect theii interaational 
union careers when they were 
named in the preparation squad 
for Wales’ forthcoming match- 
es against France, Italy, Australia 

andSCTijSi Africa. Gibbs, wboen- 
joyed a successful two-year stot 

at St Helens, last represented 
Wales in union in 1993. 

There was no place, howev- 


er for the former Wigan for- 
ward Scott QuinneU or for 
Jonathan Davies. Qiwmeu was 
left on the sidelines after being 
accused of wanting a guaranteed 
sum for playing for Wales, over 

and above that being offered to 

Welsh Rugby Union contract- 
ed players, although he has 
consistently denied this. 


minst Austraha m woyemuci. 

Andy Moore, the Richmond 
scrum-half, who was not 

. . ■ 'T.-i «« m » ■ • »i."f tnp Hut** 


squad while Cardiff's Steve 

aats 

been overlooked. 

After meeting France, wies 

in Cardiff rm 1 December and 
South Africa on IS December. 
Squad, Digest* page 27 


doom T^eTeague’schirfex- 
ecuove, ihe 

^-^Sme of the play- . 

B«^fcS5SySSSn«h 

vBjsgSsatt 

ft S5s5SSES:^ 

^oXprSnotionin^Sup^ 
a revised allocation of 

gfcssang 
gbaaaffiSSP ■ 

ffivcdXuthW^^ 

ine to Super ^® a 8 ue ' 
iu«t>ut extra income from sp?®" 
STd television rights 
frtotte pot to keep dutesweet. 

St Helens have officially 
joined Sheffield in twsjn' erf 
Warrington s £1.35m ustea 

S Harris. “WC are pot cash 

rich, but we would lock our- 
ilves if we missed a chance to 
simlestyn," their chief execu- 
tive, David Howes, said. 


•n 
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ie. uaviu nuwwh — -t: . , „ 
Saints’ ApoUo Perelnu has . 
become the first winner of the 
Rugby League Writers Associ- 
ation s player of the year award. 
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GRAND PRIX 
'96 RACE 
SCHEDULE 

Portuguese GP 

September 22 

Japanese GP 

October 13 


FORMULA 1 DREAMTEWl ® 


The and resu lts Orond PrJ^Shopp.ng US. 

. ■ — mint WiirkS ‘ ? M' 
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S ometimes the script works 
out perfectly. If there was 
one race that Michael Schu- 
macher simply had to wto to justi- 
fy his monster salary. J was the 
Italian Grand Prix at Monza, th 
annual love-fest for the tifosi, frer- 

rari’s dedicated fans. 

Win he did, and the only losere are 


PC LuU HU*i*h*“ C7 


Joint tad |KW**io« 
with 568 point* 

1 Jumpin’ Jacks 
1 Babic Racing 
1 Maddisons 
1 Crisp One 
1 The Forty One ere 
1 Elfuletha 
1 Geeezarl 
1 Equinox 
1 Farrahs 
1 Gordy’s GTS 
1 Mino’s Marauders 
1 Herb's Flyers 
1 Dan’s Reckless 
Racers 

1 Sinckley Formula 1 
1 Peanjuree 

1 The Dare Devils 
1 Dream Machines 
1 Harvey 
1 God’s Son 
1 Bisland's Bangers 
1 Tm Alright Jacques 
1 Bfao One 
1 Thev Who Dare 

1 Charlie's Choice 

I DSC 

1 Petrol Heads 

1 Ward’s Wonders 
I Bourbon 
1 Red Rose Racing 
1 Formula Fantastic 
I Players One 
1 AK Racing Team A 
1 Speed Buggy 
1 Drive Blind 
1 Used Rubber 

1 The Pits 

2 Pippa’s Pole 
Positioners 

2 A La Carte 

2 G R 1 

2 KBS Tham Lightening 
2 Sherbie’s Stars 

2 Sky Clad 

2 Tony’s Omega One 

2 Robin 1 
2 The Pilkington 
Formula One 
2 Catch Me Out 
2 French Flyers 
2 paniville 

2 They Think It’s AU 

Over FI . 

2 Kwest International 


vruu — r E 

inevitable invasion c 

ter Schumacher’s victory. 

There was one other big loser, 
though: Damon HID, Formula 
One’s Mr Honest, who gamely 
admitted that the tyre-donkmg 
incident that spun him out of a 
comfortable lead was entirely fas 
own fault The championship re- 
mains tantalisingjy out of his re«h, 
and Dream Team owners with HUi 

on board had to be satisfied with 
the points from pole position ana 
the warm-up. 

Further down the field, the two Jor- 
j,n ftnuprs out in storming per- 



CHASSIS 


ruuuLi — . 

%*£**£££*& ^ Michael Cooper/Allsport 

BairicheUo racked up 18 and 17 supreme at the Kalian ^ It ^y were Gerhard Berg- 

points respectively. Then deter- Michae ma and Jos Vmstappen m tije Ar whose Benetton succumbed 

mined drives may have been mo- ve with a top teaim and fas ^ jos, in particular, wMbave OT to a mysterious electron- 

tivated by the fact that both are on press jve run at Monza may md ^ to see the chequ^edfl^ in the gearbox, and 

one-year contracts with the team, ^ye persuaded oaeortw ' having been much t^rndmed to q.^j panis, who had handbrake 

and a certain D. HiD is on the look- managers to look bejm . practise h^i-speed parking trouble on the grid and collided 

out for a comfy seat next ^ar- let to the latent thath«be*una ^ ^ races. . ^ Katayuma early m the race. 

hssskss'.'e ssxtssBsseg- ■* 

DRIVER OF tH;0» 


SlfS3S®5cHVMA«iER 

,-c nainTIv an enlhuaasiic celrtrrator of hfi 



‘ °tiie year that he absolutely had tov^ 

k ftnLfs dedicated fans took some time 

^^^Gennan,butanyrate^ 
wins at Monza in one of ******* ■ *“* 

^ to extend his Sfay 

' Schumacher’s Dream Tham^fi — 

r was £25in. In real fife. be«runtoinod 

- to be suggesting 

- a suitable wage for hs services m 1998. 

He wfll be worth every cent. 


ah WIN 3 drive in 3 

wand prix car 





l u 

14 P L arny , ? -■ 

15 P Dint “ ■ 

17 J Verstappen . . 3 , . j __ .1 

£3m __ I 

- ---A- — - . 

20 R Rpsset ® , 1 

£2m I 

23 V Sospjri „.®, c 

25 F Lagprce 0 

27 T Inoue ® 


£20m 

40^Beri#on ;■ 

41 Williams 

42 Ferrari 

listtt 

43 McLaren 

ftAm : ' r '..V 

44 Sauber 

45 Jordan . 
£10m 
46Lig^r 

[ £ 6 m 
47 Tyrrei! " 

£5m 

48_Arrows 

£3m 

49Minardi 

£ln 

SOForti.'. 



10 

20 jt^P 
9 {SI 
0 

:v :m 7 


. L : . - 



.. 0..; r' 
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ENGINES 


_ 'M 



Win * thne during 

■fcu cm erno 5n our .op prize, don't 

00 " 19 

S ^^uiS rfor details on how to register. 

gumq PRIX MUZE WINNER 

signed by the' rare winner. Jacques VHlcneuvc. plus 
tidseis w the Moiorshow in October. 


28 M Bfargeil 
30 K Brack 
32 E Coiiard 


0 

o 

0 

0 

To 

o 


£26m 

51. Renault . 

£18m 

52jnOT3ri 
£15m 

KMercedbs,..- 

£Um 

54 Peugrot : "• 

£lDm 

55 Mujg^n 

£8m ___ 

BB^foViOn' 

£6m 

57 

£4m _ 

£3m 
£ 2 m 


34 D Franchitti_ 

.... 

36 J Magnussen .0 | 

3 .-C ' 

38 G Tarquini _ 0_ J 

39 Kj/ifeotil^g^'L *Z -T: 7P.: 
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sport 


The Cecil 


juggernaut 


powers on 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
reports from Doncaster 


hit the track, she had a little 
crack in a cannon bone,*' Grant 


When Henry Cecil was bidding 
in the Keen cl and Sales ring in 
Kentucky yesterday he could 
have been forgiven if he had 
used his middle Anger to attract 
the auctioneer’s attention. 

It is the Newmarket man's 
overpowering wish that he 
should win the trainers' cham- 
pionship in Britain this year and 
so frustrate the Godolphin op- 
eration of Sheikh Mohammed 
from whom he parted so acri- 
moniously almost a year ago. 
Yesterday, as he enjoyed the rel- 
ative balm of the Blue Grass 
Stale, Cecil leapfrogged Godol- 
phin at the top of the table with 
a double at the less salubrious 
setting of Town Moor. 

Corradini kick-staricd the 
success, but Cecil will have 


Pritchard -Gordon, the winning 
owner's racing manager, said 


owners racing manager, raid 
yesterday. “Henry begged 
Prince Khalid to keep her in 
training. Now I can sec why.” 

The daughter of Alleged ex- 
emplifies one of the absurdities 
of modem racing in that hors- 
es can be given the same name 
as long as a different nation of 
breeding in parentheses fol- 
lows. This Eva Luna (USA) is 
not to be confused with Jim 
Bulge r's nippy sprinter Eva 
Luna (IRE), principally be- 
cause she is a big clumsy beast 
who needs all of a mile and a 
half to get up to her lop gear. 

Even though Eva Luna may 
have the accelerating capacity 
of a juggernaut she is also sim- 
ilarly difficult to stop. Pal Ed- 
dery's display of correction on 



Celeric to pull 
back Trigger 


GREG WOOD 


wfll know, is tightly threap 
into racing’s fobnc, and anjm- 
nsuaily fine example maystart 


whether or not losing his shoe 
was to blame for Tri gge r not set- 
ting a strong enough gallop, but 
bets very well in himself now.” 

The only certainty today is 
that Lanfranco Dettori, who 
takes over from the suspended 
Jason Weaver, will set a much 
better pace that the one which 


Eva Luna and Pat Eddery easily outrun 


their rivals In yesterday's Park Hill Stakes 


Photograph: Andrew Variey 


dia Luna, was killed by lightning 

in America two years ago. 

Eva Luna gave heart to the 
team that will be represented by 
the favourite, Dushyantor, in 
Saturday’s Si Legcr, and there 
are hopes that she loo will de- 


Handicap. David Barron may 
have told his confederates in the 
pub last night that he won the 
race twice as his For The Pre- 
sent, another Ayr Gold Cup 
possibility, was sixth but first 
home on the far side. Barron 




dogged refusal to admit defeat 
have brought a new vigour to 
our staying events, which had 
become dangerously dulLYei 
last vear, Europe's bandicappeis 
decided that Strategic Choice 
was lib his superior, and after 
his defeat by Classic Cliche m 
the Gold Cup at Ascot, Mark 
Johnston’s brave chestnut could 
be heading for the unwanted la- 
bel of the best slayer never to 
be named the official champi- 
on of the division. 

Nor is Classic Cliche his only 
rival for the title. Celenc, Dou- 
ble Trigger’s principal opponent 


Ascot A distinguished Out ar- 
duous career may now be tak- 
ing its toll, however, and 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Lough Erne 
(Doncaster 4.40) 
NB: Mrs Miniver 
(Doncaster 3JL0) 


CELERIC (nap 3.40) should 
have his measure. 

Celeric rates as the day’s 
best bet simply because the re- 
mainder of the televised card - 
though it doe® 001 include a sin- 
gle handicap - is desperately dif- 


Dte insgw » ^ han d,cip _ is desperately uu- 

as he attempts Vo to solve. High Summer, for 
year’s victory in the Doncaster ^stance, should follow up her 
b,p.te improved vmhevMy • ^ aor/ n Salisbury 


last week in the ScepLre Slakes, 


-aoim KicK-sianco me aery s aispjay ui — - — : v „ rw ncr- 

s. but Cecil will have the filly at York last lime, when velop into ia Group one per^ 

greater satisfaction from he earned a suspension for that former, am. u cnrv will 


ted greater salislaction trom he earned a suspension - Henrv will 

Park Hill Stakes victory of particular use :of astick .would 


Park Stake* - Doncaster Z 3 <L 

" IMI VMwWUtAit 


Md die fe^us difficult to op- 


nonnauy — ; — — ■ r_ tfV i qu victory tor me iron 

^SnSSSS^SSZ would £>pl, that *JS£Z P °^ie r Ma? 5 SSi Stakes is 


le Kirk Hill Makes victory ot particular use oi a sra. , h : c «ason be- 
,va Luna, who can almost he have earned hhn little syropa- beernning to un- 

igprded as a “store" horse. The thy at Strasbourg and he en- 

iUv. the oronertv of Prince sured there would be no late derstan no CH*. m 9 v well 


regarded as a “store" horse. The 

fflty, the property of Prince sured there wouia oe no iom; J' d m av well 

Kbalid Abdullah, did not run at recourse to the whip yesterday. Gordon ai^ed. h 

either two or three, but showed Evu Luua led ihroutfmut » “J 

enough on the gallops to per- provide her jockey with his y ^ ^ a Qjp fijjy." 
suade her trainer that she de- 150th victory of s^ii- lT 1 '|J usic ^ eason ^ oirtSn- 
served to be kept on the roster. The winner comes from a huge- running again this cam- 

“Henry always thought she was ly productive famDy,but ly rimiung gai GoW Cup ^ 

very useful, but at the end of last the end of the line as her tfem, p Li£n a his win m the Portland 
seion, when she was about to the 1984 Oaks ranner-up Me- following ms win m 


nart of his anatomy wuw “““ 
mto a kipper if My Branch did 
not collect this afternoons 
Sceptre Stakes. 


recourse to the whip yesterday. 
Eva Luna led throughput to 
provide her jockey with his 
150th victory of the season. 
The winner comes from a huge- 


p umwtt ga fMre JGedjL— 

■w—rafBHito _ 

: 


parfuroya MfttfwftXfc. pttoas 1* 2, 3 


STLGGER (Doncaster, 

wpMiHftSl Dusftjamw, 7-2 More, 5- 
iGortU. 7-1 Sharaf Kabeer. 8-1 Heron Is- 
land & Shantou, 10-1 Si Mawes. 


would impiy um - rro-—- * The May Hill Stakes is an- 
has continued, and c*°y n}her event i 0 treat with cau- 
him to the head of tion since the step up to a mile 

Double Trigger has n 0 * ^dtefoe dramatic improve- 

since losing both a shoe rnidfes fromWjs who are still at 

auraofinvindbihtymtheGod ^"L^gsfege. Gretel(3-10) 

Cup. “It took us two months to start at a fair 

get a steel shoe back on hisfoo 1 & d ^ B j s hop Of Cashel 
Ster Ascot," Deirdre John- pn«, wnu^u v one for 

ston, his trainer’s wife, raid (nenb^^ 

>tu. wim never know the Park biases- 


yesterday. “We will never know 


DONCASTER 

2_35: Bishop Of Cashel would have 
a better chance if the mud was fly- 
ing. One who could have loo much 
pace for him today is DISTANT OA- 
SIS, This lightly raced filly was cer- 
tainly not disgraced when fourth in 
the Irish 1,000 Guineas and she no 
doubt needed her latest run which 
followed a three-month absence. 

tX3Q 

3.10: This could see another close 
finish between Reams OfVferse and 
BINT BAJLADEE, though neither s 


HYPERION 7 ^ 


ideally drawn on the outride. The hn- 
ler, who lost out fcy a neA to today’s 
rival last time, could well reverse 
platings. What will make thmgs 
difficult is the fact that Pat Eddery 


now takes over on Henry Cecil’s fil- 
Jy. Mrs Miniver; who looks 10 have 
considerable scope, could be the 
main danger. 

□□Q 

lEARWHITC has stamina and 
a touch of pace. Olivier Peslier can 
be relied upon to exploit both qual- 
ities in what should become a tac- 
tical race. Celeric has to be held up 

for a late ran. Double Trigger is a 
worthy favourite but itinightnotW 

to tab: short odds on a horse who 

damaged a hoof last time. 


d.Ifr. There is stable confide nce be - [ 
hind hbBiwach. She wouUcertamv | 

take some beating if recapnmi® the | 

form of her fourth in the 1 I 
Guineas at Newmarket and her g 
third in the Irish equivalent at the 
Cwrarii. High Snmmeq who wan in 
handicap company last time, faces 
a stiff task here. Hinaybebwt to 

rely on DANCE SEQUENCE. Whose 

recent performances - a second to 
Jktamai at Newcastle and a second 
to Monaassib at Yarmouth r look 

good enough to win this pnze for 

Michael Stoute. 


CHEPSTOW 


HYPERION „ 

2JD MaradataZ45 Min Aftawa 350 
ar frJMl Deeriv 4 JZ 0 Coirrtosser 4^0 Ashtoemazy 


-m SCANIA 1S96 TRUCK OF THE YEW* 

^50| SSStCAP ICLASSn£3A50«lde; Tf 

34fcm lans m mp jWl. 5 JP B 0 n - 7; 

004506 pwwjb m W D 
020030 DWE VMBflWO PO TO K 


MB N 


wmibirfde: round comae- Mfiw 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: Hitfi up w lm. 

M^D^oalk SlOCOAPn SB). CAR PARK. 


Mam 




_ ^ I g yy j UB 

“ SSSBffiB'pSSnBns 

^ — 12 dflfJlKra " H 


A&O AL AZHAR (nap) 
%35 Distant Oasts 
3J0 Bint Baladee 


HYPERION 

3j40 Lear Whi te 

4d0 Danca Sequ «ice (n b; 

AM Champagw-firaraly _ 




GOING: Siratgtttcourse - SSmd cwum 0MdU»Jtotnt<ac« 
STALLS: Soaight course - sum* slor. Bouna 


•• — BMr 


It to (Mbit to wow ^ cameOla at SanawmwnenBne 

soeii tmOOES tieftfE . a C ? T1 ?^ out Bro * 


m Boccconrse Is «« «r wwn off ADMISSION: Chib S2t towd- 

a i ,!SrjarBar»ww i!=a, "“ , “ 


p^lad too hard I 

tfn wR do *«■ w davn a» when she and «* ww- 

□l* of her system Nureyev out of a Rnberro 

mwB. toohs well up ® BalatW) would prob- 
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Mi hwe won if at GondwooH «*er i tfw I 

wwiWinonm.FHwnteBW^^ 0 setacUon: BWt B41ADEE 

w«i most Improwment tn her. 

r=TKl EAST COAST DONCASTER CUP (CLASS A) pQ 4?j 
\3AQ\ 3 ) £ 30 D 00 added 2 ni 2 f ' WWJG J 
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N M and MO 

hone tn the mud wMtn- smea 

concentrate H 0 H*a perfWmer Uke Po '* l 'J 1 7 [*^L , 5 

new chaUenge tor Cetofie. especW afpra. ^ and has a good turn « 

has Wa worn cut out to win. But roireBawde. WacaRngthe Nartuan- 

^DnnotwoufBd0xxlor«0i«^l»^Jj*^^[ , J5 ttln g jop ((gar and bo he 
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wale's States and the Goodwood Cuj. 
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JRP**»3 

4 ChA 18 

RMklD 

mDaprRt 

5 Swl"U 

JDmra» 


s BSsaq^^BJ 

t 000060 COtSlWC (B 6 ) P faara 4 e * 

s 060500 HUJOT (77) W PBtfOTra < » * - M Hm0l iv 

7 400462 DWroWlia .CT B p*« 3 92 . ■-- ■ Ti tBroi a V 

8 SflSn Mro»^^§S»^75pBumM3 90JBoitay(t)M 

9 SSSSSSoamtUtWiBrSElO SWWwortllll 

10 5-00000 

12 000600 5 R 3 RFariantt 

13 250010 37 8 

14 000300 

15 SM)000 4 7 mZHZAMy C5t M 

is oooooo togEpggiAPP^i w y 4 > 


NR S?WWA IP HAS) Htal OW 1 
Ben 11 - 2 : 3 - Dou«n Bhdf 71 . U- oulB. 

hTlM jBMam, ^?gJ e, S£' , v 5 nw) M ^’- 
F 2 DO £ 2 . 10 . £ 2 - 60 - Dr: £lD-«. w»r. 
£29 60 . TricasC £ 174 ^ 0 . Tria £34 JO. 
3 ^ 0 : 3 . MAR ure (Maan Dwyert 9 j: 


2. Shining Dancer l3-2; 

nr m l is ran. 4-1 lav Proton. 3 A. i /j- 

Swssjgft * 8 


SSSSgS?.te=K 5 = 

ifetoun hlUb TiuehmtoP^H*®^ 




ffiSaSw £14.40. NR: P* 


SJft 1. SUPAMOVA 11^'^ 
Lucky Ar^wr , 2 V^' « Oft 


, S4T<snala, 7-lHhJi 5 


,.BaP«*te,51R«- 


6 8 13 M Mn 31 WrJJngWj" 


.jssw .- gggraaas 


HYPERWN ^ . 

2 20 Hacketts Cross 235 Stapleford Lady 
330 Lucky Dollar 4.00 Second Coloure 
3-*° ftr^n 5.00 Gtongarrrf Girl_ 


ssssastss- 


^-S 5 aassss»s; 

rfeassiS'-SSssE^s? 
** wadnufrd D ^ 5 “ **» 1 


1 043211 

2 214022 

3 512154 
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Wilkinson once took the Leeds players underground to 
life in the mines to bring an appreciation of obvious advantag 


One opinion that has been held 
here too long to be lightly dismissed 
is that manners who put their trust 
footballers are asking for 


in 


trouble. “Play ah the angles before 
theystartplayingypa,' , ishowBrian 
Clough once put it. 

What helped to make Gough a 
great figure hi bis time was the 
understanding that liberty-taking 
comes naturally to the breed, along 
with a nose for excuses - the 
coaching, the tactics, the pitch, 
team selection, even what is served 
up for breakfast 

Delayed when returning from 
abroad, an England player's eyes 
lit up at the suggestion that it was 
no way to get ready for a match 
against Liverpool at Anfield. “Try 
working on a coal face," Gough 
would probably have growled. 


As I recall it, Howard WHkmson 
once took the Leeds players then 
under his charge to observe life' 
underground in the coal mines in 
the hope that it would bring about 
a greater appreciation of pretty 
obvious advantages.. 

Probably, this did not have the 
desired effect because, from per- 
sonal experience, fboibaheis, in the 
main, take their good fortune for 
granted. 

All these things sprang to mind 
this week when it was announced 
that Wilkinson's eight-year reign at 
Efland Road was over. On the 
evidence of their dismal perform- 
ance in last season's Coca-Cola Cap 
final against Aston Villa an d sub- 
sequent displays in the Premiership, 
a fairly safe bet is that few if any 
of the Leeds players considered 


rwa' 


themselves in: 
for WiUdnson’s i 
Thinking bade to a conversation 
I had with Wilkinson shortly after 
the Wembley disappointment, he 
may have sensed by then that it was 
time to think seriously about alter- 
native employment . 

It was not simply that football 
supporters are naturally unforgiv- 
ing and that directors run out of 
patience, but that the team had 
stopped performing for him. 

“Daft as it might sound, it got to 
the point at Wembley where I 
wished that one of them would hit 
the referee, start fighting among 
themselves, anything to show that' 
they were actually interested,” I 
recall him saying. 

. When those thoughts figured in 
an interview on these pages, they 


. , 


mg one voice, and in Wilidhson’s 
case it had reached the point 
where either he got himself a hew 
team or the team would set itself 
a new manager. That 
was unfailingly honest and is in 
touch with wider realities did not 
come into the 
Ironically, 


Winning the 

assess- « 

est.vsfe.i2 .scsses-gss: 


d eet itseii masses, u » «««■ — « wiiKinsuu m *** — 


e 


jack 

since 


that success was 


n’s replace- ‘ the truly greatd 
ment, George Graham, had begun mould or Clou, 


of*«R^n>ota foamed W?” 


KEN JONES 


led to recriminations in 
dressing room. 

However you look at these 
things, the manager, of course, is 
ultimately responsible. Eight yearn, 
eves five, is a long time to be hear- 


to experience something similar at 
AxSenal before he was called to 
account m a “bung" inquiry, sacked 
and then suspended from football 
- for . 12 months. The methods 
Graham had employed to win-five 
major trophies in eight years, in- 


ginning to creak along with the legs 
of ageing players. An unavoidable 
impression was that Arsenal found 
Graham's indiscretions convenient- 


jSSSSKriSM-s 

?*sssKSB»3; 

Nicholson and Don Revie. TJke- ^ajdnson bad already raised 

wise, Everton ^support ere were ^ ^ ruins of the po«: 

howling for Howard Kendall . era _ . 

head before he went on to win the Re ^f£ eek the curtain came 

championship. ' . - f or him at Elland Road just 

IthtetobeBidttet WOtaaon into the 

Nothing new in this, but it ts get 


made mistakes, especially when 


KL.dtnoredifflcnU.obe 


^expectations. There was a lot or about a game for 

tinkmST with the system and, 
over the last oouple of seasons, too children. 
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COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP: Leicestershire are two wins away from their first title for 21 years. Jon Culley reports 

Whitaker enjoying 


the mind games 


The question was designed to 
be provocative and it bad the 
desired effect on the Leices- 
tershire captain. Must it not be 
a poor Championship if his 
side can win? 

“I don't think it is a fair com- 
ment," James Whitaker said, 
“but I can see why people might 
make it 

“They look at the players we 
have and they don’t see big 
names, so they wonder how we 
can be doing so welL But what 
they do not see is a team. 

“I don’t think any of the 
other counties would begrudge 
us the title. All the counties we 
have beaten we have beaten 
handsomely, including sides 
with five or six internationals, 
and, of the six draws, three were 
dictated by the weather. 

“We have used only 13 play- 
ers and everyone has won us a 
game, in one way or another. 
Alan Mullally's talent has been 
recognised at last and there are 
not many batsmen who look for- 
ward to taking on David MiDns, 
even at 30. And the contribu- 
tion of Phil Simmons, as a 
bowler, batsman and slip field- 
er, has been immeasurable." 

Simmons, the West Indian 
all-rounder, signed a new two 


present captain is another Ycrrk- 
shireman, as is the manager. 
Jack Birkenshaw, who was a 
member of Dlingwortb’s side. 
But the notion that this is a suc- 
cess driven by a couple of hard- 
nosed northemexs would also be 
less than accurate. 

Birkenshaw’s roots are un- 
mistakable but the harsher 
edges of Whitaker’s vowels 
have long since been smoothed 


To see people 
performing 
above their own 
expectations 
makes me 
very proud’ 


year-contract yesterday amid 
high' 


optimism at Grace Road. 
Two more handsome victories 
and Leicestershire, with a lead 
of one point as they begin the 

E euultunate round against 
Durham at Chester-le-Street 


today, will cany off the tide for 
the first 


time since Ray Illing- 
worth led them to it in 1975. 

It may be an omen that the 


away. His family, chocolate 
makers from Skipton, sent 
James to Uppingham School in 
Leicestershire. 

Nor is there much of the 
blunt intransigence of the re- 
gional stereotype. In conversa- 
tion, Whitaker constructs his 
comments thoughtfully, re- 
vealing sensitivity and percep- 
tiveness, particularly so in 
matters concerning the psy- 
chology of tbegame, which has 
been a key element in his first 
season as captain. 

“Don’t get me wrong, Fra not 
a Mike Breariey,” he said “But 
I have always been interested in 
how to focus the mind in cer- 
tain ways. 


“It is an area we neglect in 
English cricket. Sport is 90 per- 
cent in the brain, isn’t it? And 
JO per cent technique. So what 
do we do with English crick- 
eters? We spend 90 per cent of 
foe time on batting and bowling 
technique and we never - or 
hardly ever- practise what goes 
through our minds. Surety yon 
must practise that as well?” 

At Whitaker's instigation, 
Leicestershire have. Mental 
preparation has become as im- 
portant as catching practice. 

“As an example," he said, “we 
now go to an away ground the 
afternoon before the match, 
have a couple of hours practice, 
unpack and get ready for the 
event taking place the follow- 
ing day. 

*ln the past, though we might 
travel the day before, we would 
not be together in an organised 
way until the morning. 

“And we have a team meet- 
ing on the Wednesday night Wi 
have talked games through 
every time and it has helped cre- 
ate a sense of everyone being in- 
volved If they feel more part of 
it, that they are contributing, 
then it helps their performance, 

suretyt-’v^-' ... 

This togetherness is evident 
on the field, where Leicester- 
shire celebrate each wicket by 
forming a huddle, an act which 
has now become part of the 
team ethic. “It started as a bit 
of fun,” Whitaker said, “but it 
is usefal as a way of refocusing. 
I like to be pro-active, to be re- 

whotetime rather t^iarTtefting 
the game drift, and this helps 



Janies Wldtaker hopes to end Ms first season as Leicestershire captain in ;styte- . 


Photograph: Peter Jay 


keep everyone aware of what 
they are trying to do.” 

Alongside this collectivism, 
Whitaker has also preached 
individual responsibility, dis- 
cussing personal targets with 
each player. Bowlers are en- 
couraged to think for them- 
selves in setting fields, batters 
to balance their own interests 
with those of the team. ‘T be- 
lieve that almost anybody play- 


ing first-class cricket is capable 
of getting 10, 15 even 25 per 
cent more out of themselves, 
given the right climate and di- 
rection,” he said. 

“This is what we have tried to 
do and, although there were a 
few raised eyebrows at foe start, 
I think the players have re- 
sponded positively. I was al- 
ways confident that, given a fair 
break with injuries, we could 


bowl people 
could get 10 1 


[get 10 or 15 per cent more 
out of the batsmen we could .be 
a force. I knew that guys like 
Darren Maddy, Ben Smith and 
Vince Wills were capableplay- 
ers. It was just a matter of con- 
vincing them Ibey could express 
themselves in a confident way ” 
In no one has this been more 
startling than Wells, the former 
jade of all trades who has three 


- times made double hundreds, 
getting out on 197 on another. 

“But these things do not 
happen unless someone is pre- 
pared to put the time and effort 
into communication,” Whitak- 
er said. “Tfr see people per- 
forming above their own 
expectations makes me proud. 
If we can now win two more and 
take the title, ray first year in the 
job will have been perfect.” 
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Mullally takes aim at his third ambition 


Cfoi^iiomHptopfhieaMl 
WHMW i ig fixtures 


Alan Mullally returns to the 
Leicestershire side today hav- 
ing already achieved two of his 
ambitions for foe season but 
aware that polling off the last 
may be the roost difficult, writes 
Jon Colley. 

The lanky left-arm England 
pace bowler was determined bis 
ability would be recognised with 
a Test cap this year, followed by 
a place on the winter tours. The 
second wish was granted on 
Tuesday when he was named in 


the party for Zimbabwe and 
New Zealand. However, clinch- 
ing the third goal - foe Champ- 
ionship - may be trickier. 

Ahead by onty one point go- 
ing into thepemzltimate round, 
Leicestershire know that a max- 
imum haul against Durham at 
Chester-le-Street, starting today, 
and then Middlesex at Grace 
Road next week would guar- 
antee a first title since 1975. 

The race is open enough still 
for Surrey, Derbyshire and Es- 


sex to view their prospects with 
similar op timism. Kent, though 
15 points behind Leicester- 
shire, remain in foe hunt and 
even Yorkshire, while no longer 
bolding a realistic chance, are 
mathematical contenders. 

Multeity signed a new three- 
year contract yesterday and his 
retina, fulty rested, givisLek^ 
tersbire’seaptain, James Whitak- 
er, a fan hand, provided there are 
none who succumb to a Bu bog 
doing foe rounds at Grace Road. 


Stuart Law, the Australian 
all-rounder, is back to aid foe 
Essex challenge (they play at 
home to Sussex, men Glamor- 
gan) after helping Australia 
reach foe Singer Cup final in Sri 
Lanka, but their strike bowler 
Neil Williams is out with a 
thigh injury. 

Derbyshire, who finish at 
home to Durham, hope first to 
emulate Surrey and Essex in 
thrashing foe outgoing champ- 
ions, Warwickshire, at Derby. 
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Faldo on 

a tight 

schedule 


Golf 


ANDREW FARRELL 
reports from Versailles 


Nick Faldo, making a rare 
Eurorean appearance here in 
foe Lancdme Trophy, will gwe 
himself only eight opportunities 
to make next year’s Ryder Cup 
team. Faldo, who swung last 
year’s match Europe’s way, has 
yet to communicate this to Seve 
Ballesteros. The new captain 
warned the top players not to 
rely on a wild card. 

After this week and next at 
Lodi Lomond, plus next year’s 
majors. Faldo's two other events 
may be prior to the Open. His 
schedule does not include the 
PGA Championship at Went- 
worth. “It is opposite the 
Memorial event and in the 
middle of a good run for me in 
America leading up to the US 
Open,"' the Masters champion 
said “If I am playing well, then 
HI quality from ejght events. My 
priority is foe majors. 1 fully 
understand Seve’s concern. If you 
only have two picks, you want foe 
best players to qualify." 

As expected, Faldo’s name is 
also missing from foe 12-man 
field for foe Toyota World Match 


Championship at WentworfoTj 
already 


next month. He was 
committed to the Bridgestone 
Open-inh Japan prior-to winning 
at Augusta. Without him, foe 
line-up indudes foe three other 
majors winners, foe top five on 
the- US money list and foe top 
two in Europe. The defending 
champion, Ernie Els. is seeded 
into the second round with 
Tom Lehman, Steve Jones and 
Mark Brooks, while Colin 
Montgomerie and Ian Woos- 
nara fight it out from day one. 

Faldo and Montgomerie were 
among those who attended a 
players' meeting called by 
Ballesteros following foe greens 
fiasco at Codinglree Bark dur- 
ing the British Masters. “It was 
a private meeting,” Monty 
reported. How private? “Private 
to. the extent of not saying any- 
thing of what happened” 

■ Laura Davies, second in the 
European earnings list, aim s to 
boost her chance of being foe 
leading money-winner on both 
sides of foe Atlantic when she 
defends her English Open title 
at The Oxfordshire this week. ; 


Redgrave backs Olympic push 


Steven Redgrave, still debating 
whether to extend his own 
Olympic career, yesterday called 


upon the public to support a 
bia for foe Games. 


Mike Rowbottom hears a British 
Olympic hero point the way forward 


British 

Speaking at the launch of a 
four-year, £6m investment in 
British sport by Bardaycard, the 
3S-year-oJd rower identified 
hosting foe Olympics as foe 


factor most likely to improve 
andards. 


Britain's sporting slant 
*An Academy of Sport would be 
very good, but having foe 
OtympiO would push us forward 
more than anything,” he said. 

He agreed with foe British 
Olympic Association’s policy 
of not bidding for the 2004 
Games - “It would not give us 
enough time to set things tip 
property” - and backed foe 


option of campaigning for foe 
2008 Games, if necessary as a 
prehide to a further bid for foe 
Olympics of 2012. 

“Our 10. 1 1 and 12-year-olds 
today are the ones who would be 
winning medals in 2012,” he said. 

“If they can be brought up in foe 
atmosphere of a national cam- 
paign for the Games, and if there 
is a good support structure in 
place, there is no reason why we 
couldn’t win a lot of medals." 

Redgrave is struggling over 
whether be should seek a fifth 
gold medal four years hence, at 
the age of 42. His reaction in the 
aftermath of his Olympic victaiy 


in Atlanta - “If anyone sees me 
£oing near another boat, they 
nave my permission 10 shoot me" 
- may yet give way to a subse- 
quent request: “Hold your fire." 
Adedsioa is likely to be reached 
in the next couple of months, he 
says, and a pending chat with his 
coach, Jurgen Grobler, will be a 
crucial factor. “I don’t want to 
look back in 10 years time and 
think I left foe sport too early. 
I’m very tempted to go to 
Sydney. In four years I feel I 
could stiD be good enough.” 

Should Redgrave seek one last 


hurrah, he will be adequatety 
farther 


funded. Most Britons 


down the sporting scale could 
not say the same, but yesterday’s 
deal, which has been nearly two 
years in the making, is aimed at 
supporting the lower tiers. 

The £6m will be divided 
roughly equally over three areas 
- equipping and training dub 
volunteers, providing monthly 
cash awards of £10,000 to out- 
standing performers which will 
be given to a local sports dub 
of the winner’s choice, and a sup- 
port programme aimed at foe 
2000 Olympics. 

The latter programme will 
provide annual grants of around 
£2,000-£3,000 for competitors 
just below the filfte level, which 
is currently receding the bulk of 
the Sports Aid Foundation 
grants as part of foe Tq? 100 chib. 
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Rude reminders of the 
reality of life in Europe 


Before their Uefa Cup Erst 
round games, Britain’s repre- 
scWatwa went through the for- 
malities of wa rning that “there 
are no easy matches any more". 
%/jSei of results which put into 
Perspective talk of the Premier- 
ship being Europe's top league 
®®anf it was back to “it’s only 
half-time in this tie” yesterday. 

In the case of Arsenal beat- 
en 3-2 by Borussia Moochen- 
gladbadi, that is likely to sound 
so much straw-clutchin g 
come the second leg in Cologne 
on 24September. Stewart Hous- 
ton, linked with Leeds but still 
holding the fori for Arsene 
Wenger, rated Arsenal’s perfbr- 
n&anoe their worst in Europe dur- 
ing his time there. 

Ibny Adams, who has not 
played for the dub since Janu- 
ary because of injury, may make 


Phil Shaw reflects on a night of mixed 
fortunes for British clubs in the Uefa Cup 

er happens, I'll stay at Mfrochen- Hdsmgboigs earned a d i a wwith 
gladbach for the rest of the sea- 10 minutes remaining, 
son,” he said. “But everything is That away goal means a bar- 
ren and El discuss the situation ten second leg would suffice the 
with ray wife [who is also his Swedes, but their manager, 
agent] in December.” Retoe Ahnqvist, promised no re- 

While the Aston Villa man- peat oTUtesday’s negative tactics, 
ager, Brian Utile, is not given to “We have a public to care about," 
bravado, he had publicly antid- he said “a cafly to entertain wheji 
pa ted that theirfitaess and pace we play at home.” It was either 
would tell in the last 15 minutes Iddology or naZva6. Either way, 
against their part-time oppo- g naati»rirnflgmarir» n rMnaimthft 
nems from Sweden. Instead key to penetration for Villa. 

Evans urges Reds to go for goals 

Roy Evans, the Liverpool man- “We have to score, and score 
ager, has told his players that he as many goals as we can,” Evans 
wants a return to the days when said “I suppose one goal would 


It-: 11 i 1 1 i-iif fifn H * »TY i 'i;. *■! iT-ji % 
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ms Bergkamp could be absent 
with a hamstring strain. Welcome 
as Adana' leadership would be. 
the quality most conspicuous by 
its absence was the blend of in- 
vention and industry displayed by 
Stefan Effeaberg. 

The 2&year-old midfielder, for 
whom Wenger is reportedly 
drady to pay£3tn, did not rule out 
'c.move to Highbury. “Whatev- 


fbreign opposition out of sight. 

Evans is setting a target of “as 
many goals as possible” against 
the Finnish part-timers, MyPa- 
47, in today's Cup Winners’ Cup 
first round first leg tie in Anja- 
lankoskL The dub paid for fail- 
ing to score home or away 
against Brondby last season, so 
Evans is aware of the problem 
going to Scandinavia. 


the game away from home, score 
as many goals as we can and 
make it comfortable foroursehtas 
when they come to Airfield” 
Evans expects to name a 
full-strength team. Defender 
Mark Wright has recovered 
from a knee nqury and forwards 
Steve McManaman and Robbie 
Fowler are showing no iD-effiscts 
from their back problems. 


Newcastle had no such prob- 
lems seeing off another Swedish 
outfit, Hahnstads. Kevin Keegan 
gambled on playing two de- 
fenders at times and used five for- 
wards, including the recalled 
and rampant Faustino Asprifla. 
“Europe is a parly from League 
football, "he said aftera4-0win, 
a gung-bo approach unlikely to 

own°muhi4i!> 
banal strike force had amassed 
22 goals in six games, ran into 
precisely that problem in the 2-0 
defeat tjy Hamburg. “We’re kid- 
ding ourselves if we think weU 
get anywhere in Europe de- 
fending I tire that,” their manag- 
er^ Tbnnny Bums said “Hamburg 
are a half-decent Bundesliga 
team, but against a Scottish side 
they looked very good” 
Bizarre ly, Barry Town prob- 


vancing than Arsenal or Celtic. 
The league of Whies champ- 
ions - next assignment: away to 
Holywell - face a 3-1 deficit 
against Aberdeen. Yet they 
beat the Hungarian side, 
BVSC-Drefaer, from an identi- 
cal position in the preliminary 
round An early borne goal, to 
coin another Euro-dicfaS, could 
make thing s interesting. 


Le Saux tells Blackburn to back Harford 


Graeme Le Same, the England 
full-back, insists the Blackburn 
players are determined to ease 
the pressure on their manager, 
Ray Harford 

Rovers’ dismal start to the 
season - one point from a pos- 
able IS - has made Harford a 
strong contender to become 
the latest managerial casualty. 

However, Harford has 
stressed thisweek that he has no 
| intention of quitting — and he 
[ can count on the support of his 
players as he tries to restore con- 
fidence in the wake of Alan 
Shearer's £15m departure to 
.Newcastle. Le Same said: “We 
fere right behind Ray and it is up 
.» the players to pull together^ 


We have the ability and the spir- 
it to poll the dub out of the low- 
ly position it currently occupies. 71 

But despite the backing of his 
players, Harford’s search for a 
replacement for Shearer has be- 
come increasingly urgent. 
Rovers have only managed 
three goals in five games and. 
Harford, who has run checks on 
Oliver Bierhoff - Germany’s 
Euro 96 final “golden goal” 
hero- knows he needs to bring 
in a high-profile striker. 

Italian magistrates yesterday 
ordered video footage of In- 
teraazionale’s Sene A match 
against Udinese to be seized af- 
ter a lawyer took legal action 
against an Inter player whose 


Streak strikes for Zimbabwe 


Sri Lanka 290-7 v Zimbabwe 


Heath Streak dismissed Arjuna 


tain, and Romesh Kaluwith- 
arana in the space of three balls 
to give Zimbabwe the initiative 
on the first day of the first Test 
in Colombo. 

After electing to bat on a 
grassless pitch, Sri Lanka were 
reduced to 4 for 2 before Ra- 
ti a rung a and Kaluwitharana 
shared a partnership of 142 for 
the sixth wicket. Streak then 
swung the game back towards 


ZliditebwesM^^i^tbok the 
second new ball and quickly 
accounted for both batsmen. 

(Sri Unka wm epsV 
SRI LANKA - Ffatt kvUngi 

RSHbftarara Wb Streak .... — 4 

S T Jayaaunya c Evms b Won® 0 

A PGuamnnacOtongib Strang ..—52 

PA de S*#b Strang. 35 

IHPTfakannmcAnamrbOlawa 20 

*A RanatmgB tow b Streak — 75 

R S KaJuwtfwaiw c and b Streak 71 

H D P K Bwtmasen* not out-— 16 

WPu CJVBflfl notour 3 

Edre* (toe. nh7, wU j.4 

Total (hr 7, 90 were) 290 

Mb 1-4, 2-4. 3 53. 4-105, 5-128, 5-270 7-273. 
To tat M Munkdmn, K j S*a. 

BovrtnC Streak 17-5-41-3, Otonjp 14-2-45-2, 
G WMM 9-3-31-0, Strang 29-3WB-2, A V*K- 
d 11-3-35-0, Bor? 60-27-0, G Rawer 4-1-160 
ZIMBABWE: *A D R Campbefl. tA Rawer. G W 
Rower. C N Bans. N H Streak. P A Sow* C B 
Wtstart. M H Dflkksr, G J Uhtrali. H R (tonga. A 
WtMtalL 

UOtphes: S Budoiar OMI and B C COoray (SU. 


Fogarty lured by Ducati deal 

^otoroydlng season. The one-vear contract 


or! Fogarty, Britain’s reigning 
double World Superbike cham- 
pion, will return to the works 
Ducati team with whom he won 
Kjth his titles in 1993 and 1994, 
Tites Andrew Martin. 

‘The 30-year-old rider from 
'■fockbum, who despite Sun- 
ay’s twin victories at Assen, 
Iclberlands, has struggled on 
*ie Honda RC45 this Season, 
rill leave the HRC team at the 
nd of the season to rejoin 
/irgjnio Ferrari's Ducati Corse 
irganisation. Next year may 
to his last, and most lucrative. 


season. The one-year contract 
is worth £750,000. 

“Next year could be my last 
and I want a bike I can win the 
WSB title on. The Ducati suits 
me," Fogarty said. “I have found 
this year very difficult It feels 
like I have been two practice ses- 
sions behind everyone else 
before I started each meeting." 

Fogarty, third in the champ- 
ionship after 10 rounds, 22 
points behind his Honda team- 
mate, Aaron Slight, remains in 
contention for a third champi- 
onship- "Nothing has changed as 
Ear as the 1996 title is goes. I still 
want to win for Honda," he said. 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 




tackle broke an opponent’s leg. 

Magistrates said the seizure 
was a formality after the Udi- 
nese lawyer, Roberto Gand, 
filed a formal complaint against 
defender Salvatore Fresi for a 
tackle on Udinese midfielder 
Giovanni Stroppa last Saturday. 

Stroppa, a former Italian in- 
ternational, has been ruled out 
for at least 40 days after the sev- 
enth-minute fbuL Fresi escaped 
with a booking for the straight- 
legged tackle. 

uianci said on Tuesday that 
his legal action against Fresi was 
a private initiative but added 
that he had spoken to Udinese 
officials about it and they had 
not objected. 


O’Sullivan 

.a*!*’? tiesup*^ 
Robidoux 

Saookw 

Ronnie O'Sullivan admitted 
that he felt under greater pres- 
sure than normal after beating 
his Canadian rival Alain Robi- 
doux 5-4 in the last 16 of the 
£230,000 Sumory Asian Classic 
in Thailand yesterday. 

There has been no love lost 
between the pair since Robi- 
doux accused O’Sullivan of be- 
ing “disrespectful" for playing 
a sequence of one-handed shots 
during their meeting at the 
world championship m April. 

After recording a 10-3 victory 
at Sheffield, O'Sullivan re- 
sponded that he could beat 
Robidoux “one-handed” and 
immediately made himself a tar- 
get for any subsequent re- 
match. 

“It was a funny game and I 
felt strange because of what hap- 
pened at Sheffield,” said O’Sul- 
livan, who played every shot 
conventionally yet still came 
within three pots of defeat 

O'Sullivan put together 
breaks of 86, 56 and 94 on the 
way to building a 4-2 lead but 
Robidoux stole the seventh 
frame on the black before draw- 
ing level at 4-4. 

The deciding frame came 
down to the colours before a re- 
lieved O'Sullivan potted blue 
and pink to fail over the line. 

“You've got to look at things 
in a positive way. I played well 
below my best and still won so 
that's got to be regarded as a 
plus,” said O’Sullivan, who now 
races Peter Ebdon in the quar- 
ter-finals. 

Ebdon, who had a 5-1 victory 
over the Welsh left-hander 
Mark Williams, needs to nego- 
tiate one more round to over- 
take John Higgins into second 
place in the provisional rank- 
ings. 


Ten Udinese Cans, mean- 
while, threatened their own le- 
gal action against Fresi, saying 
they had bought season tickets 
purely to watch Stroppa and 
now felt cheated. 

“I want to raise the problem 

as a matter of principle. We will 
try and resolve once and for all 
whether behaviour of a crimi- 
nal nature on the pitch can be 
punished by the ordinary mag- 
istrates," Gand was quoted as 
saying. 

Newspapers quoted the Inter 
president, Massimo Moratti, 
yesterday.as saying the legal ac- 
tion was “in many ways absurd” 
and urging Gaud to tone down 
his rhetoric. • • 
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Henman 
may play in 
Davis Cup 


fannhi 

Tim Henman, the British No I. will give his nagging 
groin injury a thorough lest at Wimbtetton on Mcm- 
day to see whether he will be fiuo face Egypt id the 
Davis Cup next week. 

The tieT which starts on 20 September, will be the 
last competitive match on the No 1 Court at Wim- 
bledon before it is demolished. 

Henman, who reached the last 16 oF the United 
States Open, was forced to drop out of the 
Bournemouth International Open this week because 
. ■ » ... a — -..r L>L> l.kft Inn Hitt hi' tnniif 1 5k 
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Fefix Mantilla of Spa&i serves during Ms defeat by Mariano 
Zabaleta at Bournemouth yesterday Photograph: David Ashdown 


would be very disappointed it I were to miss the tie. 

“I've been having treatment twice a day since I 
returned from the US Open -icing, ultra -sound and 
stretching. I will test it at Wimbledon on Monday, 
hit a few balls and see how it goes. At the moment 
I’m very hopeful. I think I wtH be playing but you 
are never 100 per cent sure." 

"Hie injury ts just a case of wear and tear after a 
long season, and the rest should have done it some 
good. I don't know how much good because, for the 
last week, I have not been doing anything, just vis- 
iting famil y and friends.” 

David Lloyd, the team captain, announced yes- 
terday that, if Henman is fit, the team would be Hen- 
man, Greg Rusedski, Mark Fetchey and Neil Broad. 
The recall of Rusedski would then be the only change 
to the team who beat Ghana 5-0 in Accra in the last 
round. The Canadian-born left-hander was injured 
for that tie and was replaced by Luke Milligan. 

The big surprise at Bournemouth yesterday came 
when the 18-year-old Argentinian Mariano Zabaleta 
beat the second seed, Felix Mantilla of Spain, 6-2, 

2- 6, 6-4 to reach the quarter-finals. 

The Centre Court match lasted for two hours and 
13 minutes, and Zabaleta, the world junior cham- 
pion, showed outstanding courage in beating an op- 
ponent ranked at No 16 in the world. 

Zabaleta won the opening set of a long baseline 
duel, then broke the Spaniard in the first game of 
the second set But then the wheels came off and 
M antilla won nine of the next 10 games to lead 

3- 0 in the third. 

The young Argentinian, who has climbed from No 
380 in the world rankings to No 125 in the last nine 
months, looked down mid out but battled bock to 
win five of the last six games. 

Zabaleta had a bit of luck when Mantilla led 

4- 3 and reached break point on his rival's serve in 
the following game. Here Mantilla had a forehand 
drive called out - which would have given the 
Sp aniar d a 5-3 lead - only for the umpire to over- 
rule the calL 

Rusedski and Danny Sapsford, Britain's last two 
survivors in the singles, are not due to play their sec- 
ond round matches until today. 


SPORTING DIGEST 
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CRICKET SCOREBOARD 

rw 


The number of .votes won by : 
Matthias Sammet, - the 297- 
year-old Borrusaa Dortmund 
captain elected Gem^n/e 
Rxribaler ofthe’ifearforthe sec- 
ond year running. Juiaan rana- 
mann was secondwith 154. 
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NLW REDUCED RATE 


Could our new reduced 
rate save you money? 

Look at the table opposite and see if cur lowest rate ever"* could save you money on an 
unsecured Personal Loan when compared to those offered by some of our competitors. 
Applications are welcome from anyone aged 24 or over and earning in excess of £10,000 p-a. 


PERSONAL LOANS 


TyPJCAL EXAMPLE 


ON PERSONAL LOANS 
FROM £500 TO £4,999. 


ON PERSONAL LOANS 
FROM £5,000 TO £10,000. 




APR* ' 

48 

monthly 

repayments 

Total 

payable 

12.95b 

£13226 

££348.48 

17.94b 

£I43J5 

£6.880 

16.9% 

£140 A3 

X6.7VL24 

15.9% 

£138.77 

££l6M).S6 


APR 

OUR LOWEST RATE EVER*' 


TUe nuc quoted Mcfot nncuuMnL Exkrifl|; cunamcn Buy bee&able ,» , , . . 

for J diflc**W rue. 'RnonronxiairdS/IWfu. ' •• 

Calculate your loans http://www.hdb.co.iik ! 

HAMILTON 



Direct Bank . 

A dlets/on of BFC Bunk pie 


0800 

30 

3000 


♦■Foi gturnllv avraibble unui-urnd Perionjl Luuu. Loom for biuiAcsi or rimes bare purposes Are excluded. *Tjrpie*j rumple: If you borrow X4.OO0 over 48 mo nr hi it 1 4.9% APR the monthly reparmcnr u £109.58 and die raral amount parable b £5.250 24 

Tbis offer is not sviiUble to rewd-nts of the Ide of Man and the Channel Islands. A written quonrion of our eredir terms b available on request. All loans are subject to ttscutL You must be 24 yean or over and in rcceipr of a regular income In excess of £lD.00fl p.a For your security and to OUfYllNr 
fcjp improve our sen-kc to you, we may record or mauiror calls to and from Hamilton Direct Bank, a division of HFC Bank pic. so authorised institution undet the Banking Act Regbiered Office: North Srieet, Wmkfield. Windsor. Berkshire SL4 4TD. Registered 'in England No. II 17305 9MW25fflJ 
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WHITAKER EHIOYING THE Win*' 

ir^ip^tftrshire’s canny captatejgB 


Venables Florida Marlins punish Mets in extra 

rules out 

a return 

to QPR 


Football 


Queen's Park Rangers must S 
continue their search for a new i 
manager, after Terry Venables : 
pledged his future to Ports- ’ 
mouth to end speculation that 
be could make a dramatic re- 
turn to Loftus Road. 

Venables had been touted as 
a possible successor to Ray 
W ilkins, but admitted he is 
happy with his new post as dir 
rector of football at Fratton 
Park. The former England 
coach, who took QPR to an FA 
Cup final in 1982 and the Sec- 
ond Division title the following 
season, said: “You won't be see- 
ing me turn up at Loftus Road 
in the next couple of days. As 
far as I am concerned, it is busi- 
ness as normal — and business 
as usual for me is Portsmouth 
Football Club. 

“I am happy doing what lam 
do ing -with diem. It’s anice chib, 
a nice area and there are a lot 
of nice people.” 

Portsmouth's chairman, Mar- 
tin Gregory, who asked Ven- 
ables to take on an advisory role 

to assist the Portsmouth man- 
ager, Teny Fenwick, last month, 
is the son of the former QPR 
chairman Jim Gregory — who 
appointed Venables as manag- 
er at Loftus Road in 1980. 

Venables' decision leaves the 
QPR owner, Chris Wright, still 
searching for the right man to 
try and take the London club 
back into the Premiership at the 
first time of asking. 

Wright said; “We have seen 
one or two people, but the cur- 
rent managerial merry-go- 
round has changed the picture. 
Someone we thought might be 
available isn't and someone we 
thought wasn't available is. I'd 
like to have someone in place 
before the weekend, but I don't 
think well get there. We are 
working as swiftly as we possi- 
bly can, but we’ve got to make 
sure we get the right person.” 

With Venables counting him- 
self out of the running and Ray 
Harford continuing to fight for 
his job at Blackburn, the QPR 
spotlight has fallen on Charl- 
ton's manager, Alan Curbishley. 
However, QPR’s London First 
Division rivals warned that it will 
prove expensive if they try to re- 
cruit Curbishley. 

Charlton's executive director 
Jonathan Fuller said yester- 


day: “We have had no approach 
from QPR and would not wel- 
come one. Alan has three years 
left on his contract with us and 
we also have him still registered 
as a player. So if he went, we 
would demand a considerable 
fee as compensation. 7 * 

But Fuller admitted; “We 
wouldn't stand in his way if he 
made it clear he wanted to go, 
but that has not happened and, 
hopefully, it won’t.” 

Charlton’s vic&cfaairman and 
managing director, Richard 
Murray, who has held the fi- 
nancial power at The Valley 
since Roger Alwen stepped 
down as chairman, said: “I have 
heard the speculation that Alan 
is on QPR’s short-list, but if they 
approached us for him I would 
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strenuously resist it.” Murray re- 
fused to put a price an Cur- 
bishley s services but the figure 
could be as much as £lm and 
he confirmed: “If QPR want 
him and he wants to go it will 
cost a considerable amount" 

Curbishley, the former West 
Ham and Birmingham mid- 
fielder, snot co mm enting on die 
possibility of a move to Loftus 
Road. After taking Chariton 
off the bottom of the table with 
a 2-0 win at home to Southend 
on Tuesday night, he said: “It is 
not a fair question to put to me, 
although I have been flattered 
to be linked in the newspapers 
with the vacancies at both QPR 
and Manchester City.” 

Meanwhile, coaches Frank 
Sibley and John Hollins, die for 
mer Chelsea managsr, remained 
in caretaker-charge of Rangers 
far last night’s game at Norwich. 

Slaven BOic, the Croatian 
international, is thinking over 
his future with West Ham. The 
2S-year-old defender, a target 
for Tottenham, says he is con- 
sidering West Ham’s offer of a 

new contract “It is too early to 
say what the conduskm will be,” 

said BOic. “But I think and hope 
I will stay here. I am completely 
happy at West Ham. I have a su- 
perb relationship with the play- 
ers, the manager and the fans 
But you never know.” 

Bilic, who cost West Ham 
£1 _3m when he joined them 
from the German side Karl 
sruhe last Febniary, has become 
a huge favourite at Upton Park. 
He helped West Ham finish in 
the top 10 in the Premjeiship 
last season then starred in Euro 
96 for Croatia. 







THE INDEPENDENT CROSSWORD 


No. 309®. Thursday 12 September 



By PM Wednesday’s Solution 


auiauista uiiauiaiatfl 
u H 111 b in h i| 

[dUUUUU^JUUUfciUUULl 

IdULSLJldLStatU 
Hi LIU II L3 LUJEiULlUUHliJ 

an u a a si ta 
a a 12 w 

ULUUUUU UL3U1LJLJU 

h e a a □ sb 
liiuuiuusuaw UUBSB 

□ SUUULilUU 
ijUlUBUUHBUUUUBULl 

a u b s a s b s 

sausuH ssnsau 


Lee angered by talk of 
lost City investments 


mm 



ACROSS 

i old pennies used in transact 
tkm to get lumber (6) 

4 vteming accurately repip- 

about name implicated 
in court action? (8) 

10 Trick right to be kept bade, 
challenge's come up again 


11 Display arriv^bemg 

^Sstuckinto booze 
16 Ot^S^^dwsoootion 


21 


ter end of strike (7) 

23 Sound men besmirched with- 
out hesitation? That’s not 
called for! (10) 

25 Is aim direct? (4) 

27 Composer - little change in 
French one (5) 

28 Pottery provides fresh article 
in larder (9) 

29 Cutters from US state (ones 
gold on board) (8) 

30 Contemptible sailor, ought 
in a stream of water (o) 

DOWN 

1 Missile (end blown off) sex 
curing hit — note source of 
wounds? ( 8)^^ some 
D^dpo^^sSe (9) 

3 Owner of cricket ground - 

look over the road.. W) 

5 Queen's entering sicker __ 
ground on left, m general (7) 

6 Girl gjs&iped about love - 
and v anish ed into Usn air! (10) 


7 Whit on convict escaping 
from keep (5) 

8 Year in Conservative circle 
will provoke wailing (6) 

9 Skin disease going round 
English riding-school (6) 

14 Please, in any possible way 

(23,5) 

17 Pardon one taking rat m nver 


Manchester City's chairman, 
Francis Lee, has rejected claims 
that the club missed out on a 
possible £70m infusion of And 5 
oil money because he would not 
release enough information on 
the state of the club’s finances. 

City, struggling to recover 
from relegation to the First 
Division, have been constantly 
linked with takeover specula- 
tion. Reports suggested that 
two oil-riai princes were said to 
be realty to pump up to £70m 
into the club but that their fi- 
nancial advisors broke off dis- 
cussions, accusing Lee of fa flin g 
Lo produce the necessary in- 
formation. 

Lee insists he is not at fault. 
“It’s important when you ne- 
gotiate with someone on- these 
matters thmyew know who is ul- 
timately going to take the in- 
terest m the club and I have 
never been assured of that, - he 
said. 

“When I find out a name, or 
T«m riven one. I will release m- 
fonnation- We think we are 


handling everything in the cor- 
rect way and we do it through 
our lawyers-” 

Lee said that over the past IS 
months or so he had talks with 
half a dozen people who want- 
ed to invest in the chib. Having 
signed letters of confidentiali- 
ty, none of them had come back 
with firm offers. Neither had 
they said what type of money 
they were talking of investing in 
the club. 

“Unfortunately, one of tnew 
people who has signed a amfi- 

SSKESES 
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Chester City I wfll listen, Lee 

Sa ^lt is normal procedure to ex- 
. change letters of confidential- 


listen providing it’s done in the 
does rile 

me is when I read that we are 
/IJayeJBassett, the manager of 
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gang i 
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flywEen you speak lo people 
but in this case, and one other 
case, people have broken that 
confidence. 

“It’s really disappointing bul 
if anyone wants to invest in the 
dub I will certainly be willing to 


had not been approached by 
City about the vacant manager's 
job. Gty, still searching for a re- 
placement for Alan Ball, are re- 
ported to have turned their 
attention to Bassett after 
Sheffield United refused per- 
mission for them lo approach 
Howard Kendall. 

Bassett, Kendall's predeces- | 
sor at Bra mail Lane, said: “No 
one from Manchester City has 
spoken lo me about the job 
there. All I've heard is the 
hype. People are saying Fra on 
their short list bul Fm not in- 
terested in that because it’s all 
hypothetical. 

“It’s a case of crossing bridges 
as they arise. If Manchester Gty 
speak to me. I've got something 
to talk about” 


Syst 
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ing around lowest parts of 
Appalachians (7) 

21 US city midway between East 
and West until this fam e (6) 

22 Public transport businesses 

losing heart (6) . 

24 Arab, one a tt en din g Umver- 
sity in dismal surroundings 
(5) 

26 Rosemary, say, or some other 
bird (4) 


Wenger’s successor lined up 
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Messages crossing the Pacific 
coulddefivcr comfort to Arse- 
nal. Carlos Queiroz, the coach 
of the US Major League dub 
New- YoritiNew Jcrecy Mctro- 
Stars, said yesterday he had 
been the manager's job by' the 
Japanese dub Grampus Eight 

If the Portuguese eoaelf ac- 
cepted. that could dear the 
way for Arsene Wengpr lo pack 
his bags and fly from Nagoya to 
London lo lake on the task of 
managing Arsenal. 

As Wenger's arrival is await- 
ed, a winger who left Highbury 
could be making another move. 
Bolton want to take the Swede 


Anders Limpar on loan from 
Evenon with a view to signing 
him to aid their campaign to re- 
turn lo the Premiership. 

Manchester Gty, similarly 
striving to go straight back up, 
have signed the former Not- 
tingham Forest centre-back 
Darren Wassail on a month's 
loan from Derby. 

Leicester Gty have won a 
claim for damages against an- 
other of the promotion con- 
tendere, Wolves, over their 
withdrawal from the transfer of 
goalkeeper Zeijko Kalac. A 
Football League commission 
found that Wolves had agreed to 


sign Steve Corica and Kalac for 
a combined fee of £1.75m, sub- 

{ 'eci to obtaining work permits, 

rnt then only took Conca. The 
commissiOD ordered Waives to | 
pay Leicester £250,000 in dam- 
ages for breach of contract. 

A similar contract wrangle in 
Scotland has resulted in Raith 
Rovers making Iain Munro 
their new manager in succession 
to Tommy McLean, after St 
Mirren daimed he had joined 
them as manager on Tuesday - 
even though no contract had 
been signed. McLean left Raith 
to join Dundee United after 
only a week in charge. 




The Internet is the most open system of 
afl. When you choose to use it for 
serious business applications, keeping 
your data hidden from intruders is vital. 

For developing Internet systems, .Oracle 
and Sun are a powerful comUnafioa 
They have a partnership called TCEV- 
Internet- Centric Excellence - which they 
are using to help businesses use the 
Web. The task of implementing system 
and keeping them saf e from prying eyes 
is ours. 

CaD to speak to a consultant, and for our 
Executive Briefing on Internet security. 
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Morse Computers 0181 232 8686 
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